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PM to launch scheme on Pahela Medieval barbarism
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The minister said the
programme  would be
implemented in three

stages: pre-pilot, pilot, and
nationwide expansion.
Under the pre-pilot
phase, farmers from 11
agricultural blocks in 11
upazilas across 10 districts
have been included.
Beneficiaries include
crop growers, fish farmers
and collectors, livestock
rearers, and dairy farmers.
Landless, marginal, small,
medium, and large farmers
are covered, along with salt
growers where applicable.
Officials said around Tk
8.34 crore will be spent on
the pre-pilot phase. After
its completion, a pilot
programme is expected
to begin in 15 upazilas by
August.
Based on that
experience, the government

plans to distribute the
cards nationwide and build
a comprehensive farmer
database over the next four
years.

The districts selected
for the pre-pilot phase
are Panchagarh, Bogura,
Jhenaidah, Pirojpur, Cox’s
Bazar, Cumilla, Tangail,
Rajbari, Moulvibazar, and
Jamalpur.

On the inaugural day,
cards will be distributed
in nine blocks, excluding
Aranyapur block in Cumilla
Sadar upazila.

At the pre-pilot stage,
the Farmers’ Card is being
issued to farmers, fish
farmers, livestock rearers,
and salt growers in the
selected blocks. The card will
function like a banking debit
card, and local branches of
Sonali Bank have already
opened accounts for the
beneficiaries.

As of April 11, data on
22,065 farmers had been
collected. Of them, 2,246 are
landless, 9,458 marginal,
8,967 small, 1,303 medium,
and 91 large farmers.

The agriculture minister
said cardholders will be
entitled to 10 benefits,
including fair-priced farm
inputs, irrigation support,
casy-term  loans, low-
cost machinery, subsidies
and incentives, weather
forecasts and  market
information via mobile
phones, agricultural
training, pest and disease
management advice, crop
insurance, and fair-price
marketing opportunities.

He added that farmers
will also be able to use

point-of-sale machines
provided to authorised
dealers o purchase

fertiliser, seeds, fish feed,
and animal feed.

Attempts to silence Bangalees
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General Secretary Laisa
Ahmed Lisa echoed
a similar sentiment,
describing the Bangla
New Year as a moment of
collective renewal.

Inspired by the line
“Chitto Jetha Bhoyshunno,
Uccho Jetha Shir” from
Rabindranath Tagore,
organisers framed this
year’s  theme  around
fearlessness and dignity.

Vice-President  Partha
Tanvir Naved addressed
safety concerns. “Security
measures will be in place.
We expect cooperation
from law enforcement and
the administration,” he
said.

Vice-President Khairul
Anam Shakil recognises

the programme within
a longer history of
resistance. “Bangalees have
long struggled to establish
their identity. Attempts to
silence them have never
succeeded and will not
succeed now,” he said,
referring to past attacks,
including the 2001 Ramna
Batamul bombing.

The customary
“Barshabaran” programme
will begin at 6:15am at
Ramna Park, continuing
a practice that dates back
to 1967, when Chhayanaut
first helped shape Pahela
Baishakh as a national
cultural observance. Since
then, the programme has
come to embody Bangalee
identity across  diverse
social borders.

This year, the two-hour
programme will feature
eight choral performances,
14 solo songs, and two
recitations, with around
200 performers
inculcating  themes of
nature, patriotism, and
folk traditions, alongside
tributes to Salil Chowdhury
and composer Matlub Ali.

The event will be
broadcast live on
Bangladesh Television and
Deepto TV, and streamed
on platforms including
Prothom Alo, bdnews24.
com, and Chhayanaut's
official digital channels.

The press conference
concluded with the song
“Boishak Mase Aiso
Bondhu,” returning to a
note of invitation.
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situation  despite
present at the scene.

Calling mob violence a
violation of the Constitution,
ASK demanded exemplary
punishment and warned
that failure to prevent past
shrine attacks has increased
the risk of recurrence.

The Communist Party
of Bangladesh (CPB) said
the attack exposed the
government’s failure to
protect dissenting voices.

CPB leaders said the
cruelty makes Bangladesh
appear as a “medieval dark
state”, accusing  vested
quarters of exploiting the
absence of the rule of law
to establish extreme right-
wing ideologies.

Comparing the attack

being

o “medieval barbarism”,
Biplobi ~ Workers  Party
General Secretary Saiful

Haque said the failure to
prosecute those involved
in the vandalism of over a

DMP rolls
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Specialised units, including
SWAT, Mounted Police, K-9
units, the Bomb Disposal
Unit, and personnel from
the Detective Branch (DB)
and Counter Terrorism and
Transnational Crime (CTTC)
units, will be deployed at
key locations. Dog squads
and bomb disposal teams

will  conduct  sweeping
operations at important
venues.

Security monitoring will
be strengthened through
CCTV cameras, still cameras,
video cameras, and drones.
Observation towers have
also been installed at key
points.

Visitors entering Ramna
Park, Suhrawardy Udyan,
and the DU area will have
to pass through 14 security
checkpoints, where
screening will be conducted
using archways and
handheld metal detectors.

Sarwar urged city
residents to cooperate with
law enforcement during
these checks, noting that
masks, bags, sharp objects,
and flammable materials
will not be allowed inside.
Sky lanterns, fireworks, and
noise-making whistles are
also prohibited.

Plainclothes teams will
remain active (0 prevent
crimes such as sexual
harassment, mugging, and
pickpocketing.

The acting commissioner
said cyber patrolling and
surveillance  have  been
intensified to prevent the
spread of rumours or
misinformation on social
media.

Temporary police
control rooms and “lost and
found centres” with public
announcement facilities will
operate inside Ramna Park
and Suhrawardy Udyan.

The traditional
Chhayanaut  programme
at Ramna Batamul is
scheduled from 6:15am to
8:25am.

Entry will be through

Arunoday Gate, Ramna
Restaurant Gate, and
Astoachal  Gate, while
Uttarayan Gate and
Baishakhi Gate are

designated for exit only.
Three additional gates -
Shyamolima, Star, and a
newly opened gate -- will be
used for both entry and exit.

Entry into Ramna Park
will close at 5:00pm, after
which gates will be used only
for exit. All programmes
must conclude by 6:00pm,
DMP said.

The Baishakhi
Shobhajatra, organised by
the Faculty of Fine Arts of
DU, will begin at 9:00am.

hundred shrines over the
past one and a half years has
allowed mob violence to take
a “terrifying shape”.

Bangladesh Udichi
Shilpigosthi criticised
the former interim
administration, alleging
that the “bygone Yunus
government”  encouraged

attacks on dissenting views,
and urged the current
government to act firmly
against mob violence.

The National Citizens’
Party (NCP) emphasised that
courts are the sole authority

to deal with blasphemy
allegations.
Criticising the

administration, NCP noted
that such violence requires
local  political  backing
and accused perpetrators
of committing criminal
offences with impunity.

The Bangladesh
Rashtra Songskar Andolon
described the killing as a
“demonic” act and blamed

out

The procession will pass
through the Shahbagh
intersection, TSC, Dhaka
University metro —station,
Three Leaders’ Mausoleum,
and Doel Chattar before
returning o the Faculty
of Fine Arts via Bangla
Academy.

The entire route will
be under strict security,
and participants will not
be allowed (o join the
procession from alternative
routes.

Vehicular movement in
Shahbagh and adjoining
arcas  will be diverted
from 5:00am on April 14.
Barricades will be placed

at 14 points, including
Banglamotor, Hotel
InterContinental,  Kakrail

Church, and the High Court
area.

Fire Service teams,
ambulances, and a river
police diving team will
remain on standby.

DMP requested residents

o contact the national
emergency  service 999
or DMP control room

numbers 01320037845 and
01320037846 to report any
suspicious activity.

Jubo League
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“For the gravity of the
offence, the tribunal
decided to sentence him
Lo one year, but it seems all
are a bit lenient,” he said,
adding, “I have no lack of
transparency. Even anyjudge
from anywhere outside the
country will not be able to
challenge our work.”

He also observed that
the post had been widely
viewed and shared at home
and abroad, which, he said,

tarnished the tribunal’s
image.
According to  case

details, the tribunal issued
an arrest warrant against
Babu on April 7 after taking
cognisance of a contempt
allegation filed by the
prosecution.

Prosecutor and special
investigation officer Tanvir
Hasan Zoha, along with
police detectives and Mirpur
police, later raided Babu'’s
Mirpur residence and seized
the mobile phone used to
upload the post, which was
recovered from his wife.

During testimony, Zoha
said the Facebook account
remained active, and the
post had not been deleted.
The tribunal observed that
Babu’s wife could also be
considered an offender,
but she was acquitted after
giving a statement and
seeking an unconditional

apology.

what it called “Tawhidi
terrorists” for using religion
as an excuse to humiliate
and kill people, pushing the
country toward disaster.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Khelafat  Majlis  Ameer
Maulana Mamunul Haque
also condemned the
violence, saying taking the
law into one’s own hands is
never acceptable.

Demanding  exemplary
punishment for the culprits,
he opposed framing the
broader devout Muslim
community and objected
to using terms like “Tawhidi
Janata” to criminalise the
religious populace.

Referring to longstanding
grievances over alleged
“anti-social  activities” at
some shrines, Mamunul
suggested forming a neutral
investigation commission,
comprising Islamic scholars,
to address the underlying
issues.

Over 1,200 seek
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o collect a nomination
form and a non-refundable
deposit of Tk 50,000 at the

candidature is April 29,

and election symbols will

be allotted on April 30.
Referring to the large

time of submission. number of nomination
The election to the seekers, Rizvi said
reserved women’s seats is expectations were high

scheduled for May 12. Of the
50 seats, oneis allocated for
every six general members

after what he described
as a “long and difficult
struggle” over the past 16 to

of parliament. 17 years.

Based on current “There has been a
numbers, the BNP-led prolonged fight to restore
alliance is expected to a free and fair electoral
secure 36 seats, the environment. After many
Jamaat alliance 13, and years, an opportunity
independents one. has come to practise

The Election
Commission has set April
21 as the deadline for
submission of nomination
papers. Scrutiny will take

democratic norms, and we
must use it properly,” he
said.

Rizvi warned that any
form of misconduct would

place on April 22 and 23, invite organisational

followed by an appeal action.

window on April 26. “No kind of indiscipline
Appeals will be disposed  or inappropriate

behaviour will be tolerated
within the party,” he said.

of on April 27 and 28. The
last date for withdrawal of
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