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Iran bruised, but still 
powerful over Hormuz

REUTERS, Dubai

Nearly six weeks of war in Iran have 
ended, seemingly, with President 
Donald Trump claiming victory, 
but the US-Iran ceasefire locks in a 
harsh reality: an entrenched, radical 
government with control over the 
Strait of Hormuz and a powerful 
lever over global energy markets 
and Gulf rivals, analysts say.

The shockwaves have rippled 
outward, contributing to global 
economic strains and bringing 
conflict to Gulf neighbours whose 

economies depend on stability.
“This war will be remembered 

as Trump’s grave strategic 
miscalculation. One whose 
consequences reshaped the region 
in unintended ways,” Middle East 
scholar Fawaz Gerges told Reuters.

Before the war, the Strait was 
formally treated as an international 
waterway. Iran monitored it and 
intermittently intercepted vessels, 
but it stopped short of asserting 
outright control.

In the new reality, Tehran has 
moved from shadowing tankers 

to effectively dictating terms. It 
currently functions as de facto 
gatekeeper of the route. Iran wants 
to charge ships for safe passage.

Additionally, Iran has 
demonstrated resilience under 
sustained attack and retained 
the capacity to escalate further, 
projecting influence across multiple 
fronts and strategic choke points. 
Its reach extends through Lebanon 
and Iraq via Hezbollah and Shia 
militias, and into Bab el-Mandeb in 
the Red Sea, leveraging the sphere 
of influence of its Houthi allies.

Four migrants die 
trying to cross 
Channel: France
AFP, Équihen-Plage

Four people yesterday died off the coast of northern 
France as they tried to board a small boat to cross 
the Channel to England, taking the number of such 
deaths this year to six.

The two men and two women were swept away 
by the current near the village of Equihen-Plage, 
regional official Francois-Xavier Lauch said.

Another person was treated for hypothermia, he 
said, while 37 people were taken into the care of the 
emergency services.

The nationalities of the four dead were not yet 
known, local prosecutor Cecile Gressier said.

Two men, one Sudanese and the other Afghan, 
died last week trying to make a similar crossing -- 
the first reported deaths in the Channel this year.

France has long been a launchpad for migrants 
hoping to reach Britain, taking the dangerous 
journey in often flimsy, overcrowded vessels.

Last year, at least 29 people died, according to 
an AFP tally based on official French and British 
sources. Nearly 50,000 people aboard 795 boats 
attempted to make the crossing last year, according 
to French official figures.

British authorities recorded 41,472 small-boat 
arrivals in 2025, the second-highest total after a 
record 45,774 in 2022.

People march in New York City, US on Wednesday during a protest against US-Israeli tensions with Iran and 
conflicts in Lebanon and Gaza. PHOTO: REUTERS

Russia returns 
bodies of 1,000 
soldiers to Ukraine
AFP, Kyiv

Moscow yesterday handed over the remains of 1,000 
soldiers to Ukraine, a source in Russia’s negotiating 
delegation told reporters, with Kyiv returning the 
bodies of 41 dead Russian troops.

The two sides regularly exchange the remains 
of troops killed in combat, one of the few areas of 
cooperation during the four-year war launched by 
Russia’s full-scale offensive that has seen hundreds 
of thousands of soldiers killed.

Russia’s state-owned Ruptly video agency posted 
footage of men in white overalls and blue gloves 
lifting white body bags from the back of a truck and 
carrying it onto a second vehicle.

The video also showed observers with the Red 
Cross signs emblazoned on the overalls.

Ukraine’s Coordination Headquarters for the 
Treatment of Prisoners of War confirmed on social 
media that the bodies “of 1,000 deceased persons 
were returned to Ukraine.”

Israel digs in for 
a ‘forever war’
Defence analysts say new 
strategy sees foes degraded, 
not eliminated
REUTERS, Jerusalem

Even as the US and Iran seek to cement a ceasefire, Israel is 
seizing more territory from its neighbours in preparation 
for a long, drawn-out conflict across the Middle East.

Israel’s creation of “buffer zones” in Gaza, Syria and 
now Lebanon reflects a strategic shift after the attacks 
of October 7, 2023, one that puts the country in a semi-
permanent state of war, six Israeli military and defence 
officials told Reuters.

The approach also acknowledges a reality the officials 
said had become increasingly clear after two-and-a-half 
years of conflict: Iran’s clerical leadership, Hezbollah in 
Lebanon, Hamas in Gaza and militias across the region 
cannot be eliminated outright.

“Israel’s leaders have concluded that they are in a 
forever war against adversaries who have to be intimidated 
and even dispersed,” said Nathan Brown, of the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace.

The US and Iran agreed on Wednesday to a pause in 
fighting while they negotiate a broader end to the war, 
which erupted on February 28. Israel agreed to halt its 
attacks on Iran but says it will not stop its campaign 
against Iranian-backed Hezbollah.

Hezbollah joined the war on March 2 by firing rockets at 
Israel, which then launched a ground invasion of southern 
Lebanon to clear a buffer zone up to the Litani River - a 
broad swathe of land that makes up about 8 percent of 
Lebanese territory. Israel has ordered the area’s hundreds 
of thousands of residents to flee and is in the early stages 
of destroying homes in Shia Muslim villages that it 
believes have been used by Hezbollah to store weapons or 
stage attacks.

A senior military official said the aim was to “clear” an 
area stretching 5-10 km beyond the border, putting Israeli 
border towns out of range of Hezbollah rocket-propelled 
grenade fire.

Israel’s creation of “buffer zones” 
in Gaza, Syria and now Lebanon 

reflects a strategic shift after the 
attacks of October 7, 2023

N Korea holds 
weapons test
Unveils cluster-bomb 
missile, electronic warfare 
capability
AFP, Seoul

North Korea tested weapon systems over three days 
this week, including the firing of ballistic missiles, 
cluster bombs and electromagnetic weapon, its 
state media said yesterday.

A mobile short-range anti-aircraft missile 
system was also included in the tests, the Korean 
Central News Agency (KCNA) reported.

The trials took place Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, as part of regular efforts to develop 
and upgrade weapons systems, KCNA said.

South Korea’s military reported earlier that 
North Korea had fired multiple short-range 
ballistic missiles in two rounds on Wednesday, and 
an “unidentified projectile” the previous day.

According to KCNA, the exercises “confirmed 
that the surface-to-surface tactical ballistic missile 
Hwasongpho-11 Ka tipped with the cluster bomb 

warhead can reduce 
to ashes any target 
covering an area of 
6.5-7 hectares”.

Cluster munitions 
disperse dozens or 
even hundreds of 
smaller submunitions 
over a wide area, 
making them 
controversial because 
of the long-term risks 
they pose to civilians.

Also tested were an “electromagnetic weapon 
system” and “carbon fiber sham bombs scattering” 
that KCNA described as “special assets of strategic 
nature”. The launches also involved the use of 
“low-cost materials” to examine the “maximum 
workload of the engine”, it added.

South Korea’s military said Wednesday a 
short-range missile fired in the second round of 
launches in the day flew more than 700 kilometres 
(434 miles).

It followed an earlier launch of multiple short-
range ballistic missiles towards the East Sea -- also 
known as the Sea of Japan -- which flew around 
240 kilometres.


