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Israel digs in for
a ‘forever war’

Defence analysts say new
strategy sees foes degraded,
not eliminated

REUTERS, Jerusalem

Even as the US and Iran seek to cement a ceasefire, Israel is
seizing more territory from its neighbours in preparation
for a long, drawn-out conflict across the Middle East.

Israel’s creation of “buffer zones” in Gaza, Syria and
now Lebanon reflects a strategic shift after the attacks
of October 7, 2023, one that puts the country in a semi-
permanent state of war, six Israeli military and defence
officials told Reuters.

The approach also acknowledges a reality the officials
said had become increasingly clear after two-and-a-half
years of conlflict: Iran’s clerical leadership, Hezbollah in
Lebanon, Hamas in Gaza and militias across the region
cannot be eliminated outright.

“Israel’s leaders have concluded that they are in a
forever war against adversaries who have to be intimidated
and even dispersed,” said Nathan Brown, of the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace.

Israel’s creation of “buffer zones”
in Gaza, Syria and now Lebanon
reflects a strategic shift after the
attacks of October 7, 2023

The US and Iran agreed on Wednesday to a pause in
fighting while they negotiate a broader end to the war,
which erupted on February 28. Israel agreed to halt its
attacks on Iran but says it will not stop its campaign
against Iranian-backed Hezbollah.

Hezbollahjoined the war on March 2 by firing rockets at
Israel, which then launched a ground invasion of southern
Lebanon to clear a buffer zone up to the Litani River - a
broad swathe of land that makes up about 8 percent of
Lebanese territory. Israel has ordered the area’s hundreds
of thousands of residents to flee and is in the early stages
of destroying homes in Shia Muslim villages that it
believes have been used by Hezbollah to store weapons or
stage attacks.

A senior military official said the aim was to “clear” an
area stretching 5-10 km beyond the border, putting Israeli
border towns out of range of Hezbollah rocket-propelled
grenade fire.
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People march in New York City, US on Wednesday during a protest against US-Israeli tensions with Iran and

conflicts in Lebanon and Gaza.
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Iran bruised, but still
powertul over Hormuz

REUTERS, Dubai
Nearly six chkg of war in Iran have
ended, seemingly, with President
Donald Trump claiming victory,
but the US Iran ceasefire locks in a
harsh reality: an entrenched, radical
government with control over the
Strait of Hormuz and a powerful
lever over global energy markets
and Gulf rivals, analysts say.

The shockwaves have rippled
outward, contributing to global
economic strains and bringing
conflict to Gulf neighbours whose

economies depend on stability.

“This war will be remembered
as  Trump’s grave  strategic
miscalculation. One whose
consequences reshaped the region
in unintended ways,” Middle Fast
scholar Fawaz Gerges told Reuters.

Before the war, the Strait was
formally treated as an international
waterway. Iran monitored it and
intermittently intercepted vessels,
but it stopped short of asserting
outright control.

In the new reality, Tehran has
moved from shadowing tankers

to effectively dictating terms. It
currently functions as de facto
gatekeeper of the route. Iran wants
to charge ships for safe passage.

Additionally, Iran has
demonstrated resilience under
sustained attack and retained

the capacity to escalate further,
projecting influence across multiple
fronts and strategic choke points.
Its reach extends through Lebanon
and Iraq via Hezbollah and Shia
militias, and into Bab el Mandeb in
the Red Sea, leveraging the sphere
of influence of its Houthi allies.

BNP wins Bogura-6
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Tarique Rahman gained
Dhaka-17 and Bogura-6
(Bogura Sadar) and
later vacated Bogura-6,
prompting the Election
Commission to hold the by-
clection in the seat.

The Sherpur-3
(Jhenaigati-Sreebordi)
election was cancelled eight
days before the national
polls following the death of
Jamaat candidate.

Voting in the two seats
began from 7:30am and
continued until 4:30pm
yvesterday. A total of
1,93,326 out of 454,043
voters cast ballots at
150 polling centres in
Bogura-6, according to
Returning Officer Fazlul
Karim.

BNP nominee Rezaul,
Bogura BNP  president
and former municipality
mayor, got 133,931 votes,
while his rival Jamaat
candidate Abidur Rahman
obtained 57,159 votes and
Bangladesh Development
Party contender Al-Amin
526 votes.

In Sherpur-3, a total of
2,15,734 out of 4,13,377
voters  exercised  their
franchise in 128 polling

centres.

BNP candidate
Mahmudul got 1,66,117
votes, while Jamaat

nominee Masudur Rahman
obtained 47,051 votes, and
Bangladesher Samajtantrik

Dal (Marxist) candidate
Mizanur Rahman 480
votes, according to

Returning Officer Jahangir
Hossain.

At a press conference
in Dhaka’s Moghbazar
in the afternoon, Jamaat
Secretary  General Mia

Golam Porwar alleged that
at some polling centres,
presiding  officers  took
signatures from agents on
result sheets even before
voting began.

He also urged the chief
clection commissioner to
intervene immediately to
stop such irregularities.

Later, Jamaat candidate
Masudur in  Sherpur-3
announced his boycott,
alleging that polling agents
were forced out of centres
and incidents of ballot
stuffing took place.

In the morning, Chief
Election Commissioner
AMM Nasir Uddin said
the Bogura-6 by-polls and
Sherpur-3 election were
being held peacefully.

He told reporters after
visiting the law-and-order
coordination cell at the EC
Headquarters in Agargaon.

The CEC said, “We
monitored both elections
from 7:30am. The deputy
commissioners  reported
that the situation was
normal.”

Just 15 minutes after
voting ended in Dboth
seats, the EC said it would
look into allegations of
irregularities raised by
Jamaat.

EC Senior Secretary
Akhtar Ahmed said
the commission would
examine these complaints.
“Of course, we will look into
it. I have already asked for
reports from my respected
officers.”

Asked about Jamaat’s
boycott of the Sherpur-3
polls, he said, “Jamaat has
boycotted, so ask them.
We arranged the election;
we did not tell anyone to
boycott.”

Vitamin A

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

SISO Al EEATT FIFE
FIGI ZICH, HOAT |

www.chc.gov.bd
E mail:customhousectg@gmail.com

P -8 3 e AT STt 2020-2/ (F9)

i onfodfaods .

“wrela fNeTT vreiw faeafe”

TR TR W W WA T0E @, 0T TN, Sl ST 6 R A e
(SRR voo.00 B) s moer el P wav fefs wiem s e | B e Rei arres waeer aid
st S2/08/a03s B, TR @E yu/o8/303s T, B a7 T T ob oo THE T0T R ofioo W o1 FEHA
FiT (Rrsfs o gei) 0w R wovm a0 W 9 W G T T 08/ 203k T SN @ 200
RS Hie FAPTE S S (et e i) 0w Te e o | i o afebre oa awE e
S0 % (e W Bi) WA SWRE (TH-NEE W, GRS ) ST W TR0, IR0 TN, bRUT-ad WA
WERGE Y W e A | e U oft off R wie wEm W we v w3 S orsm
AW e (R a5 @ Bye Wi it Efre e/ R v O 9 W O O OIS G e gEeE

T AT Y A
-

51 e W T SeE ey B S 9 W eHe wEE w0
3 WS TS (I Faet R A A

@ e vl e TR A T A
81w e Wi s = o one uw
¢l T TR RSP TSR W DOun YA s 9 A e e A
G| wEeTad A e T G e, S A S W A I e O |
9| TS e e el wire e e e we

GD-T44

iy cerEr W

wAEETG BfimR ( et @ @)
TR o O O AT

QAT fampe S @rd

Bangladesh Power Development Board
TITEHNE (OGI3 HTH1e), AT 6 WA

GG oo (1:8: FAECS, Fow, =g

e-mail: mm.shazari@bpdb.gov.bd; mm330sbazar@gmail.com
Reference No: 27.11.3671.436.34.065.26-191

e-Tender Notice

Date :09/04/2026

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the

procurement of following goods:

indicator ete.) for
different Station
Transformers
(6.6/0.4kV,
2500KVA) of

Shahjibazar 330MW

CCPP, BPDB,
Habiganj

SI e- Package Description of Tender Tender Publication
No | Tender No. Works Document Closingd& Date &
I last selling Opening Time
/downloading | Date and
Date and Time
Time
I. | 1255764 | Shah330 2 | Procurement of 22-Apr-26; 23-Apr- | 09-Apr-26.
5-26_GR- | Accessories (PRD, 17:00 26; 13:00 10:00
39 Buchholz, Oil

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP portal and no
offline'hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System
Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd/) is required. The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents
from the National e-GP Sysiem Porlal have lo be deposited online through any registered bank branches.
Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help

desk (helpdeski@eprocure. gov.bd).

fave/fem-ah8(2)/os/o8 3L

GD-796

? ’
(Md. Shakiruzzaman Khamn)
Id No-1-01950
Executive Engineer (EMD)

Shahjibazar 330MW CCPP
BPDB, Habiganj.
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routine measles vaccinations,
last year’s health workers’
strikes, and the prolonged
gap in special campaigns
for children who missed the
routine programmes.

Epidemiologist Prof
Mahmudur Rahman said,
“Vitamin A strengthens

immunity, so when children
with deficiency are infected
with measles, they suffer more
severe complications.”

“If dewormingisnot carried
out, children cannot fully
utilise the food they consume,

leading to  malnutrition
and comorbidities,”  Prof
Mahmudur, a former

director of the Institute of
Epidemiology, Disease Control
and Research (IEDCR), also
told The Daily Star yesterday.

Prof Mushtaq Husain,
a public health expert,
noted that children from
marginalised  communities
are  especially  vulnerable,
as malnutrition and lack
of  supplements heighten
complications.

“Vitamin A capsules make
a big difference. Anyone can
be infected with measles,
but the lower the immunity,
the higher the risk of
complications,” he told The
Daily Star yesterday.

Prof Husain also said
worms prevent absorption
of nutrients from food. “This
is why there is a direct link
between measles casualties
and the absence of the two
campaigns,” he added.

The last Vitamin A Plus
campaign, in March 2025,
targeted 2.26 crore children
aged six to 59 months.

Prof Anjuman Ara Sultana,
the former line director of
National Nutrition Services,
said that although the tenure
of the 4th Health, Population
and Nutrition Sector
Programme (HPNSP) ended in
June 2024, there was enough
capsule in stock to carry out
the March 2025 campaign.

Since 1998, four HPNSPs
have been implemented, with
the latest ending in June 2024.
The interim  government
scrapped the proposed fifth
programme in March 2025,
opting instead to integrate
sectoral programmes into
regular ones.

Several  projects  were
later approved to continue
unfinished tasks and ensure
the supply of medicines and
vaccines, but approvals were
significantly delayed — some
until November last year —
causing funding shortages for
vaccines, medicines and even
the salaries of many health
workers, health officials said.

After the expiry of the
sector  programme,  the
Institute of Public Health
Nutrition (IPHN) was
supposed to carry out the

Vitamin A Plus campaign.

Contacted,  Mohammed
Eunus Ali, director of IPHN,
said they had planned to
distribute Vitamin A capsules
in November or December last
year but did not receive the
supply.

He said that in the absence
of an operational plan, a fund
was arranged from the DGHS
to procure capsules through
Central Medical Stores Depot

(CMSD).
But CMSD had to cancel
two bidding processes

because the bidders quoted
unusually high rates, he told
this  correspondent  early
last week, adding that the
third bidding process is now
awaiting administrative
approval.

Asked when the campaign
could be carried out, he said,
“Once the tender process is
completed, the campaign
schedule can be announced.”

Back in 2005, the
government launched the soil-
transmitted helminth (STH)
control programme after stool
tests showed 80 percent of
children had worms, a DGHS
official said.

Since then, the national
deworming campaign has
been carried out under the
Communicable Disease
Control (CDC) programme,
providing deworming tablets
twice a year to school-going
children aged 5 to 16, he said,
requesting anonymity.

The stool positivity rate
fell to below eight percent in
2018-19, he said, adding that
the last campaign was held
in May 2024, with coverage
reaching around 96 to 98
percent.

He said the campaign
cost is relatively low, as the
tablets are supplied free
of cost through the World
Health Organization, yet the
campaign has not been held
in the past two years.

Contacted, Prof Halimur
Rashid, DGHS director
(Discase Control) and the
last line director of the CDC
programme, said the campaign
could notbe held in the absence
of an operational plan.

However, they have
supplied around four crore
deworming tablets o
hospitals.

When asked how all school-
going children would receive
the tablets from hospitals,
since medical facilities usually
provide them only to those
who come for treatment,
Prof Halimur Rashid did not
respond.

Replying  to  another
question, he said the
campaign would be carried
out again if the operation plan
is revived or the government
decides to do so. “The matter
is not that urgent at the
moment,” he added.

’f;"' 5

-~

o'-'

Dhaka-1000.

TENDER NOTICE NO: 28.05.0000.000.231.07.0032.26.241 Date: 09.04.2026
e-TENDER NOTICE Procurement Method : OTM (NCT)

e-tender is invited in the WNational

Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral Resources
Geological Survey of Bangladesh (GSB)
153, Pioneer Road, Segunbagicha

e-GP system portal
procure.gov.bd) for the Procurement of the following goods

(http:/www.e-

SL MNo.| Tender ID

MName of Goods

01. 1239031

Supply of Photocopier Machine and related services

for any information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System
Portal and from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd) no offline/hard

copies will be accepted.
Tender Publication Date: 12.04.2026, Time: 11.30
Tender Last Selling Date: 22.04.2026, Time: 12.00

Tender Closing/Opening Date: 22.04.2026, Time: 12.30

L)
(Minhazul Abedi
Assistant Director (Procurement)
For Procuring Entity (PE)
G.5.B., Dhaka.
Phone: 48314810,

GD-782

akik)

(A Company of Petrobangla)
Birashar, Brahmanbaria

"SITIRT WTSTE W | <F WS
AT TR ETE WIRE S T

Reference no. 28.10.1213.000.806.00.0352.26

e-Tender Notice

e-Tenders are mvited in e-GP System Portal (https://www.eprocure.

BANGLADESH GAS FIELDS COMPANY LIMITED

Date 09-04-2026

gov.bd) by Civil Engineering

Department, Bangladesh Gas Fields Company Limited, Birashar, Brahmanbaria for the
procurement of following works.
Tender Last
SL | Package L ) Tender .‘aellmg_ = ['ender Tem:ler
No No. Description of works 1D No. /downloadin | Closing date | Opening
g date & & time date & time
Time
Installation of Cathodic
Civillegp/ |protection system on 16| 155505 | 26-04:2026 157 44 5026 a¢[27-04-2026 a
1 [ 55/2025- |Nos. condensate Tank at| ‘"o 0 | upto15.00 (7, "ot 14.00 H
2026 | Titas Gias Fields,| (OTM) Hrs. e ‘ "
Brahmanbaria.
e |Renovation  works  of
Civillegp/ | 5 - i
, | 49202s. |Emplovee - dommitory| 55507 | 20-04-2026 1) 042026 at[21-04-2026 at
2 026 shodhuli” at Head Office (OT™) | WP to 15.00 14.00 Hrs 14.00 Hrs
202 Complex, Birashar, : Hrs. : ‘ ‘ :
Brahmanbaria.
oo |[Renovation  works  of 041
X (6']‘_,',"0?5‘1 administration building at| 1254700 | 2 ?41_5[]63 21-04-2026 at|21-04-2026 at
: 5026 |Kamta Gas Field, Kaliganj.| (0T™M) | "P°8 = 14.00 Hrs. | 14.00 Hrs.
=4<b | Gazipur. e
Civillegp/ |Renovation work of the in- N 5
4 | 62/2025- |charge bungalow of Kamta| 1254719 | 204305 151042026 at[21-04-2026 at
' 2026 |Gas  Field,  Kaliganj,| (oT™) | "P g 14.00 Hrs. | 14.00 Hrs.
Gazipur. rs

no offline/hard copies will be accepted;

to be deposited online through any members of registered bank's

20-04-2026 for SL No. 02 to 04 and up to 15.00 Hrs. on 26-04-2026 for SL No. 01.
To submit e-Tender, please register on e-GP system portal (https://
Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System portal and from

e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd);

whatsoever.

28.10.1213.000.876.09.0063.26 (civil)

(3x7")
Engr. Md. Mahabubur Rahaman Khan
Dy-General Manager (Civil Engg.)
GD-T78 Phone-02337741202-02337741205, Extn-113

This is an online tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and

The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP system portal have

The procuring entity reserves the right to reject all the tenders without assigning any reason

W
oG 2024

branches up to 15.00 Hrs. on

www.eprocure.gov.bd);




