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He highlighted plans to 
establish technical schools 
and colleges in every 
upazila and polytechnic 
institutes in every district. 

The PM described 
education as the 
nation’s best investment 
and emphasised the 
government’s commitment 
to building a quality, life-
oriented, and inclusive 
education system.

“To enhance primary 
education, 2,00,000 
government school students 
will receive free uniforms 
this fiscal year, with plans 
to expand the initiative 
nationwide. School feeding 
programmes and mid-
day meals will also be 
gradually introduced across 
all upazilas to support 
students’ nutritional 
needs,” he said.

In preparation for global 
competition, multimedia 
classrooms will be set up 
in primary, secondary, and 
equivalent institutions, 
he said, adding free Wi-Fi 
will be provided in 1,500 
schools, colleges, and 
universities, and each 
student and teacher will be 
assigned a unique digital 
identity, or “Edu-ID”, to 
reduce digital inequality.

The prime minister 
further outlined that 

technical education will be 
made compulsory at the 
secondary level alongside 
general education.

“Within 180 days, free 
Wi-Fi will be introduced in 
2,336 technical schools and 
8,232 madrasa institutions. 
Madrasa education 
will be modernised 
with smart classrooms, 
teacher training, and the 
integration of technical 
courses,” he said.

Under the ICT 
Division’s Bangladesh 
Computer Council (BCC), 
training programmes 
will be launched within 
six months in artificial 
intelligence, cybersecurity, 
mobile app development 
and design using Flutter, 
Python programming, and 
AI-based digital marketing.

Responding to a 
question from BNP MP 
Ikramul Bari Tipu, the 
prime minister reaffirmed 
that his government is 
committed to expanding 
women’s education, 
ensuring women’s 
empowerment and equal 
opportunities in education.

“Plans are under 
consideration to 
nationalise one women’s 
college in each upazila 
headquarters to ensure 
equal opportunities,” he 
added.

No primary schools
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children aged between 4 and 
10 years, the primary school-
going age, live in these 
villages.

The education minister 
also said 60,295 teaching 
positions remain vacant in 
schools and colleges under 
the Monthly Pay Order 
(MPO) scheme.

Responding to a query 
from National Citizen Party 
MP Hasnat Abdullah, the 
minister said recruitment 
in MPO-listed institutions 
is ongoing through the 
Non-Government Teachers’ 
Registration and Certification 
Authority in a transparent 
and merit-based process.

He added that 
applications have been 
invited to fill 11,151 vacant 
posts of principals and 
assistant principals in MPO-
listed institutions.

The minister said 
government colleges have 
656 vacant lecturer posts 
under the BCS (General 

Education) cadre, while 
newly nationalised colleges 
have 2,410 vacant non-cadre 
lecturer positions. 

To address the gaps, 
recruitment is underway 
through the 45th, 46th, 
47th, 49th and 50th BCS 
examinations, he added.

Replying to BNP MP 
Selim Bhuiyan, the minister 
said there are 34,129 non-
government educational 
institutions in the country, 
employing 5,98,994 
teachers and 2,06,699 staff 
members.

He noted that the 
government may take steps 
to nationalise the jobs of 
teachers and staff in private 
institutions if a policy 
decision is made.

Answering another 
question from MP Abdul 
Alim, the minister said the 
government plans to bring 
all Ebtedayee madrasas 
under MPO facilities in 
phases, subject to meeting 
the required criteria.
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on constitutional issues 
and seeking “absolute 
power”, a tendency he said 
was seen during Sheikh 
Hasina’s rule.

However, he added that 
unlike those who sought 
to hold on to power after 
two terms, the current 
government appears to be 
pursuing it immediately.

Asif further announced 
that his party and its allies 
would launch a four-day 
street programme from 
today.

“If BNP thinks it can 
do whatever it wants after 
the July uprising and get 
away with it, that will not 
happen,” he said, adding 
that people’s will would 
eventually prevail.

Speaking at the event, 
Sujan Secretary Badiul 
Alam Majumdar said 
rejecting the referendum 
verdict and repealing 
ordinances meant to 
ensure transparency 

BNP following
and accountability were 
deepening the crisis.

Farida Akhter, former 
adviser to the interim 
government, described BNP’s 
move to question and cancel 
the reform referendum as 
“dictatorial behaviour”.

Political analyst Abu 
Hena Razzaqi said both 
sides could only move 
forward by implementing 
the July Charter in line 
with the referendum.

Prof Dilara Chowdhury 
of Jahangirnagar University 
warned that if the July 
referendum was cancelled, 
the election held on its basis 
would also be invalid.

CITY

Emergency care at DMCH remains halted
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The situation escalated 
into a scuffle, followed by 
chase and counter-chase. 
Several people were injured, 
hospital sources said.

DMCH police outpost 
in-charge Md Faruk said 
additional police were 
deployed to bring the 
situation under control.

Students present at the 
scene said the student, 
Sanim, 23, from DU’s 
Botany department, 
returned after failing to find 
the prescribed medicine 
and asked the doctor to 
change the prescription.

“When we went to seek 
an explanation, 10 to 12 

doctors attacked us,” said 
Mohammad Tanzim, a DU 
student of the 2023-24 
session.

Later, DU Proctor 
Saifuddin Ahmed visited 
the hospital and spoke with 
the DMCH director after 
hearing details from both 
sides.

Both sides blamed each 
other for the incident.

A visit around 6:45pm 
found doctors inside the 
emergency department 
with gates closed, while DU 
students gathered outside 
chanting slogans.

Amid the tense standoff, 
the main gate remained 
shut, preventing patients 

from entering. Many 
seeking urgent care were 
unable to access the 
hospital premises.

Emergency treatment 
partially started around 
7:15pm. Non-critical 
patients were being 
referred to other units.

However, patients 
requiring full emergency 
care, such as delivery cases 
or serious injuries, had to 
go to other hospitals. Some 
left without treatment.

One such patient, 
Khadija Begum, 22, arrived 
at the emergency unit 
around 7:20pm for delivery 
care.  Finding the gate 
closed, she had to leave for 

Mitford Hospital.
Meanwhile, a six-

member probe committee 
was formed over the 
incident. The committee 
is headed by Professor Dr 
Nadim Ahmed, dean of the 
Faculty of Medicine at DU.

DMCH Director Brig 
Gen Md Asaduzzaman said 
the committee has been 
asked to submit its report 
by Saturday, and action 
will be taken against those 
responsible based on the 
findings.

He said the committee 
includes representatives 
from DMCH, DU, and the 
deputy commissioner of 
Ramna Division.


