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Man’s body
found in
maize fheld
in Dinajpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

Police recovered the body of
a young man from a maize
field in Birganj upazila of
Dinajpur early yesterday.

The deceased, identified
as Joy Islam, also known
as Jalil, 25, is from the
Damaikhetro Pramanikpara
area in Nijpara union of the
same upazila.

Quoting family members
and locals, Birganj Police
Station  Officer-in-Charge
Saiful Islam said Jalil
returned home from a local
bazar around 10:00pm on
Sunday, went out again
shortly after, and came
back about an hour later
before going to sleep,
saying he had already eaten
outside.

A man splashes water on his face to cope with the sweltering midday heat at TSC on the Dhaka University
campus yesterday. With Baishakh beginning next week, the heat is only set to intensify.
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Court orders DNA test
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it on April 6 (yesterday)
and provide an update on
the case progress.

Yesterday, Tonu’s father,
Yar Hossain, appeared
before the court once
again to demand justice
for his daughter.

According to court
sources, 79 hearing dates
have passed so far, while
six investigation officers
from four different
agencies have handled the
case.

However, no arrests
have been made, and the
trial has yet to begin,
even though more than a
decade has passed.

On March 20, 2016,
Tonu, a student of history
at Cumilla Victoria College
and also a theatre activist,
went to give tuition at
Sergeant Zahid’s house in
Cumilla Cantonment.

employee of the Cumilla
Cantonment Board -- went
out in search of her.

At one point, Tonu’s
lifeless body was found
in the powerhouse area
inside the cantonment.
She was taken to Cumilla
Medical College Hospital,
where doctors said she was

brought dead.

An autopsy was
conducted but objections
were raised over the

report. Her body was later
exhumed for a second
autopsy on March 30.

The victim’s parents
had said her long hair had
been cut with scissors, and
that there were bloodied
injuries on her nose and
face, as well as an injury at
the back of her head.

A murder case was
filed with Cumilla Kotwali
Police Station on March

by the officer-in-charge
of the Nazira Bazar police
outpost.

The case was later
transferred to Cumilla
Detective Branch of police
and then to the Criminal
Investigation Department.

The exact cause of
Tonu’s death has yet to
be determined, despite
two autopsies, though
CID officials confirmed
through initial DNA tests
that she was raped before
being murdered.

Sperm  from  three
unidentified  individuals
was found on her clothes,
but investigators have not
been able to match it with
any suspects.

The Kkilling triggered
nationwide protests, with
students and  citizens
taking to the streets
demanding justice. At the

Around midnight, his
father, however, found Jalil’s
room empty. The family
then informed neighbours
and began secarching for
him, the OC said.

Around 3:30am, locals
found Jalil lying face down
on a ridge of a maize field
about 500 yards from his
house.

Police recovered the
body, prepared an inquest
report, and sent it to
Dinajpur M Abdur Rahim
Medical College Hospital
morgue for autopsy.

“The exact cause of
death will be clear after the
autopsy,” the OCsaid. A case
is being filed in connection
with the incident.

The victim's family
has demanded a proper
investigation to find the
cause of death and hold the
culprits accountable.

PRAYER
TIMING
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Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 4-40 1245 445 621 7-45
JAMAAT 5-15 1-15 5-00 6-24 815
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Mosquito infestation
worsens in Barishal

SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

Residents of Barishal are grappling
with a worsening mosquito
infestation, alleging that the
Barishal City Corporation’s (BCC)
anti-mosquito measures have failed
to provide relief.

Patients at Barishal General
Hospital said that the situation is
particularly difficult, with mosquito
bites making it difficult to rest or
recover.

Firoza Begum, admitted with
asthma, said she somehow copes
during the day, but is left “helpless”
against mosquito attacks in the
evening.

Another patient, Md Raju, who
was admitted to the diarrhoea
ward recently, said the mosquito
infestation has made conditions so
unbearable that he plans to leave the
hospital early.

Hospital authorities
acknowledged the problem.

Residential Medical Officer Dr
Moloy Krishna Baral said clogged
drains and stagnant water across
the low-lying hospital premises have
created ideal breeding grounds for
mosquitoes.

He said they have informed the
civil surgeon’s office and the Public

also

Works Department several times to
raise the drainage level, otherwise it
will continue to provide a favourable
condition for mosquitoes, but to no
avail.

Limited cleaning by the city
corporation in recent weeks has not
significantly improved the situation,
he added.

The problem extends beyond the
hospital, affecting residential areas,
markets, educational institutions,
and offices across the city.

SSC candidates are also among
those affected.

According to the Barishal
education board’s exam controller’s
office, around 80,000 students are
sitting for SSC exams, while over
60,000 are appearing for equivalent
tests under the Technical Education
Board, bringing the total to nearly
1,40,000 examinees in the region.

Many students say mosquito

infestations are disrupting their
studies, particularly in the evenings.

BCC officials say they are
continuing control efforts but face
resource constraints.

Swapan Kumar Das, in charge of
the mosquito control programme,
said 42 workers are currently
conducting operations in five wards
daily on a rotational basis using 30
fogger machines.

“We cannot cover all 30 wards
simultancously due to manpower
shortages,” he said, adding that
Barishal’s numerous rivers, canals
and drains create favourable
breeding conditions.

BCC Chief Executive Officer Md
Rezaul Bari said the effectiveness
of the current insecticide may have
declined after prolonged use.

“We suspect resistance has
developed. We are trying to switch
insecticides and strengthen routine
programmes,” he said.

However, residents
measures are insufficient.

Gazi Jahid Hossain, convener of
the Conscious Citizens Committee,
said mosquito control efforts would
not be effective unless all wards are
covered simultaneously. “Otherwise,
mosquitoes will simply move from
one area to another,” he said.

say the

When she did not 21, a day after her body time, authorities assured
return home at her usual wasrecovered. Initially, the action, but the case
time, her father -- an investigation was handled remains unresolved.
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Institute of Marine Technology, Faridpur
Beribandh Road, Adampur, Faridpur Sadar, Faridpur-7800

Memo No.: 49.01.2947.002.14.011.2024-122 Date: 05 April, 2026

Re-E TENDER NOTICE
e-Tender is  invited in  the National e-GP  System  Portal
(https://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the following procurement:
S1# | Tender Package Type Date & Time
ID Name Method | Publication Last Closing
Selling
01 | 1250770 | Supply of NCT 06-Apr- 28-Apr- | 29-Apr-
Lathe and OTM | 2026 17:00 2026 2026
Milling 12:00 12:00
Machine.

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-
GP Portal and no offline /hard copy will be accepted.

To  submit e-Tender, registration in the Nation e-GP  portal
(http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. The fees for downloading the e-Tender
documents from the National e-GP system portal have to be deposited online
through any registered bank branches.

Further information and guidelines are available in the national e-GP system portal
and from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd)

Document can be downloaded till deadline of Tender submission.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Ministry of Industries
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution
Maan Bhaban, 116/A, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208

Website: hitp://www.bstl.gov.bd
Ref. No-36,05.0000,109.01.009,24/1 60
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Date: 05-04-2026

e-Tender Notice
This e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (http:fwww eprocure gov. bd) by BSTI, Dhaka for the
rocurement of following Goods:

b | Tender Name of Goods & Related Services Tender Last Tender Closing
No 18] Selling Date & & Opening Date
Time & Time

1. 1244036 Procurement  of  microbiological  equipment 26 April,l2026 at | 27 April, 2026 at
(Auwtoclave, Incubator, Analytical Balance, Water 17:00 PM 0930 AM
Bath, pH Meter & Desiceator) for Chemical
Testing Lab of BSTI, Dhaka.

2, 1244050 Procurement  of microbiological equipment | 26 April, 2026 at | 27 April, 2026 ai
(Biosafety Cabinet, Vertical Laminar Flow 1700 P 10:00 AM
Cabinet, Dry Sterilizer, Florescence Microscope,
Colony Counter, Homogenizer ete.) for Chemical
Testing Lab of BSTI1, Dhaka

e-Tender detail can be downloaded from OTth April, 2026 after 17:00 (GMT+6) on ¢-GP System Portal
(hpe/fwww _eprocure. gov. bd) for pursue.

I'his is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP portal and no offline/hard copies
will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, please register on e-GP System (hitp2/fwww.eprocure. gov.bd) porial.

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP system portal and e-GP help desk

(helpdesk@eprocure. gov.bd)
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GD-739 Deputy Director (Admin)
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However, he said he still
hoped the ruling BNP would
move forward in line with
its own commitments (O
ensure the independence of
the judiciary, the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC), and the Ant-
Corruption  Commission,
bearing in mind its past
experience.

The TIB chief welcomed
the move to turn 98 of
the 133 ordinances into
law, calling it a positive
development.

At the same time, he
said not all 98 ordinances
were free from weaknesses.
“In some cases, they appear
to have been deliberately
weakened,” he said.

He flagged the Public
Audit Ordinance 2025 and

four local government-
related amendment
ordinances.

About the local

government ordinances, he
said, “The power to remove
elected representatives and
appoint administrators
in city corporations,
municipalities, district
councils, and upazila
parishads has effectively
been normalised. The TIB,
he added, had expected
an clected government to
move away from that path,
but instead it has continued
a practice contrary (o
democracy, accountability,
and local  government
empowerment.

On the NHRC ordinance,
he said the issue was the
commission’sadministrative
independence. He alleged
there was an effort to bring
the body under government
control  and  criticised
the proposal for prior
government approval before
the commission investigates
allegations against security
forces.

“Why  should  prior
approval of the government
be needed? .. All citizens
have equal rights,” he said,
and objected to proposals
to move powers from the
courts to the executive.

On the ACC ordinance,
he said the interim
government had ignored

recommendations of the

anti-corruption reform
commission.

Calling for the ordinance
to be revised through

consultation and turned
into law without delay, he
said a recommendation on
creating an independent
selection and review
committee for the ACC
had initially been accepted
in principle but was later
dropped, even though all
political parties, especially
BNP, had agreed on it.

He added that
contradictory clauses in
the ordinance had created
room for compromise in
corruption cases in the
name of confession.

The anti-graft watchdog
said six ordinances,
including those on the ACC,
the Right to Information law,
personal data protection,
telecom regulation, public
audit, and revenue policy
and management, needed
revision or reconsideration.
It also called for the Police
Commission Ordinance
2025 and the National Data
Management Ordinance to
be scrapped.

Replying to questions,
Iftekharuzzaman said
resistance to reform was
coming “from  within”,
both from politics and
the bureaucracy. He
said he would not say
the government lacked
goodwill, but added that
examples already set showed
internal resistance remained
active.

Asked about the ACC,
he said the body had
become ineffective after
the commission fell vacant,
as many decisions legally
require the commission
itself. He called for a new
commission without delay,
saying, “We do not think all
doors are closed.”

TIB’s Adviser for
Executive Management
Sumaiya Khair, Research
and Policy Director
Muhammad Badiuzzaman,
and Outreach and
Communication  Director
Mohammad Touhidul Islam
were also present.
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Engr. Mohammad Khorshed Alam
Principal (In Charge)
Institute of Marine Technology, Faridpur
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