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Man’s body
found in
maize fheld
in Dinajpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

Police recovered the body of
a young man from a maize
field in Birganj upazila of
Dinajpur early yesterday.

The deceased, identified
as Joy Islam, also known
as Jalil, 25, is from the
Damaikhetro Pramanikpara
area in Nijpara union of the
same upazila.

Quoting family members
and locals, Birganj Police
Station  Officer-in-Charge
Saiful Islam said Jalil
returned home from a local
bazar around 10:00pm on
Sunday, went out again
shortly after, and came
back about an hour later
before going to sleep,
saying he had already eaten
outside.

Around midnight, his
father, however, found Jalil’s
room empty. The family

A man splashes water on his face to cope with the sweltering midday heat at TSC on the Dhaka University
campus yesterday. With Baishakh beginning next week, the heat is only set to intensify.
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Mosquito infestation

Baul Abul
Sarkar gets
bail from HC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court
yesterday granted six
months’ ad-interim bail
to renowned baul singer
Maharaj Abul Sarkar in
a case filed over “hurting
religious sentiments”.

The court also
issued a rule asking the
government why Abul
Sarkar should not be
granted permanent bail
in the case.

The HC bench of
Justice Md  Atowar
Rahman and Justice
Md Sagir Hossain Leon
issued the order and rule
following a petition filed
by Abul Sarkar seeking
bail.

On November 19
last year, Abul Sarkar
was arrested and sent
o jail in Manikganj in
the case filed by Muft
Md Abdullah, imam of
Ghior Bandar Mosque.

Two killed in
road accidents

STAR REPORT

Two people were killed in separate road accidents
in Kurigram and Dinajpur, according to reports
from our correspondents.

In Kurigram, a driver died after his brick-laden
engine-run vehicle overturned in Phulbari upazila
around 12:30pm yesterday. The deceased, Ataur
Rahman, 24, of Nageshwari upazila, was transporting
bricks from a local kiln when the vehicle reportedly
broke down with a loud noise shortly after crossing
the Phulbari Dharla Bridge, causing it to overturn.

Severely injured after being trapped under the
vehicle, Ataur was rescued by locals and taken to
Phulbari Hospital, where doctors declared him dead.

Sub-Inspector Shah Alam of Phulbari Police
Station said one person died after being crushed
under the vehicle, adding that the body was
handed over to the family without an autopsy as
no complaint was filed.

In Dinajpur, a battery-run rickshaw-van puller
was Kkilled in a separate accident at Nitaisha
intersection in Ghoraghat upazila on Sunday
night. The victim, Babul Mia, 50, from Gaibandha,
was returning from Osmanpur Bazar around
8:30pm when his vehicle overturned after
climbing onto a raised section of the road.

Officer-in-Charge Shahidul Islam of Ghoraghat
Police Station said, “A speeding truck then ran him
over, killing him on the spot.” Police have taken
steps to identify the truck and initiate legal action.

then informed neighbours
and began secarching for
him, the OC said.

Around 3:30am, locals
found Jalil lying face down
on a ridge of a maize field
about 500 yards from his
house.

Police recovered the
body, prepared an inquest
report, and sent it to
Dinajpur M Abdur Rahim
Medical College Hospital
morgue for autopsy.

“The exact cause of
death will be clear after the
autopsy,” the OCsaid. A case
is being filed in connection
with the incident.

The victim's family
has demanded a proper
investigation to find the
cause of death and hold the
culprits accountable.

PRAYER
TIMING

APRIL7

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 4-40 1245 445 621 7-45
JAMAAT 5-15 1-15 5-00 6-24 815
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worsens in Barishal

SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

Residents of Barishal are grappling
with a worsening mosquito
infestation, alleging that the
Barishal City Corporation’s (BCC)
anti-mosquito measures have failed
to provide relief.

Patients at Barishal General
Hospital said that the situation is
particularly difficult, with mosquito
bites making it difficult to rest or
recover.

Firoza Begum, admitted with
asthma, said she somehow copes
during the day, but is left “helpless”
against mosquito attacks in the
evening.

Another patient, Md Raju, who
was admitted to the diarrhoea
ward recently, said the mosquito
infestation has made conditions so
unbearable that he plans to leave the
hospital early.

Hospital authorities
acknowledged the problem.

Residential Medical Officer Dr
Moloy Krishna Baral said clogged
drains and stagnant water across
the low-lying hospital premises have
created ideal breeding grounds for
mosquitoes.

He said they have informed the
civil surgeon’s office and the Public

also

Works Department several times to
raise the drainage level, otherwise it
will continue to provide a favourable
condition for mosquitoes, but to no
avail.

Limited cleaning by the city
corporation in recent weeks has not
significantly improved the situation,
he added.

The problem extends beyond the
hospital, affecting residential areas,
markets, educational institutions,
and offices across the city.

SSC candidates are also among
those affected.

According to the Barishal
education board’s exam controller’s
office, around 80,000 students are
sitting for SSC exams, while over
60,000 are appearing for equivalent
tests under the Technical Education
Board, bringing the total to nearly
1,40,000 examinees in the region.

Many students say mosquito

infestations are disrupting their
studies, particularly in the evenings.

BCC officials say they are
continuing control efforts but face
resource constraints.

Swapan Kumar Das, in charge of
the mosquito control programme,
said 42 workers are currently
conducting operations in five wards
daily on a rotational basis using 30
fogger machines.

“We cannot cover all 30 wards
simultancously due to manpower
shortages,” he said, adding that
Barishal’s numerous rivers, canals
and drains create favourable
breeding conditions.

BCC Chief Executive Officer Md
Rezaul Bari said the effectiveness
of the current insecticide may have
declined after prolonged use.

“We suspect resistance has
developed. We are trying to switch
insecticides and strengthen routine
programmes,” he said.

However, residents say the
measures are insufficient.

Gazi Jahid Hossain, convener of
the Conscious Citizens Committee,
said mosquito control efforts would
not be effective unless all wards are
covered simultaneously. “Otherwise,
mosquitoes will simply move from
one area to another,” he said.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Institute of Marine Technology, Faridpur
Beribandh Road, Adampur, Faridpur Sadar, Faridpur-7800

Memo No.: 49.01.2947.002.14.011.2024-122 Date: 05 April, 2026

Re-E TENDER NOTICE
e-Tender is  invited in  the National e-GP  System  Portal
(https://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the following procurement:
S1# | Tender Package Type Date & Time
ID Name Method | Publication Last Closing
Selling
01 [ 1250770 | Supplyof | NCT 06-Apr- | 28-Apr- | 29-Apr-
Lathe and OTM | 2026 17:00 2026 2026
Milling 12:00 12:00
Machine.

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-
GP Portal and no offline /hard copy will be accepted.

To  submit e-Tender, registration in the Nation e-GP  portal
(http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. The fees for downloading the e-Tender
documents from the National e-GP system portal have to be deposited online
through any registered bank branches.

Further information and guidelines are available in the national e-GP system portal
and from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd)

Document can be downloaded till deadline of Tender submission.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Ministry of Industries
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution
Maan Bhaban, 116/A, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208

Website: hitp://www.bstl.gov.bd
Ref. No-36.05.0000.109.01.009.24/1 60
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Date: 05-04-2026

e-Tender Notice
This e-Tender is invited in the National ¢-GP System Portal (http/www eprocure gov bd) by BSTI, Dhaka for the
rocurement of following Goods:

5L Tender Name of Goods & Related Services Tender Last Tender Closing
No 18] Selling Date & & Opening Date
Time & Time

L. 1244036 Procurement  of  microbiological  equipment 26 April, 2026 at | 27 April, 2026 at
(Auwtoclave, Incubator, Analytical Balance, Water 17:00 PM 09:30 AM
Bath, pH Meter & Desiceator) for Chemical
Testing Lab of BSTI, Dhaka.

2, 1244050 Procurement  of microbiological equipment | 26 April, 2026 at | 27 April, 2026 ai
(Biosafety Cabinet, Vertical Laminar Flow 1700 P 10:00 AM
Cabinet, Dry Sterilizer, Florescence Microscope,
Colony Counter, Homogenizer ete.) for Chemical
Testing Lab of BSTI1, Dhaka

e-Tender detail can be downloaded from OTth April, 2026 after 17:00 (GMT+6) on ¢-GP System Portal
(hpe/fwww _eprocure. gov. bd) for pursue.

I'his is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP portal and no offline/hard copies
will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, please register on e-GP System (hitp2/fwww.eprocure. gov.bd) porial.

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP system portal and e-GP help desk

(helpdesk@eprocure. gov.bd)
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Climate-resilient
moringa boosts
coastal livelihoods

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

Moringa cultivation is transforming livelihoods of
farmersin saline-prone coastal regions of the southwest,
emerging as a low-cost, climate-resilient crop.

In Khulna’s Batiaghata upazila, many farmers who
once depended on small businesses or traditional
farming are now turning to moringa.

Krishna, a resident of Khulsi Bunia village, shifted
from running a grocery shop to farming and shrimp
cultivation. Over the years, he planted around 50
moringa trees along the edges of his shrimp enclosure.

“Before, we planted moringa trees for family
consumption,” he said. “But over the last decade,
I have increased the number of trees. Moringa has
compensated for much of the loss I faced.”

Farmershighlight the crop’sminimal maintenance
requirements as a key advantage. Moringa trees
require no pesticides or fertilisers, and branches can
be replanted to grow new trees within a few years.

Krishna earned around Tk 80,000 to Tk 85,000
from his harvest this season and expects additional
income from remaining produce. His neighbour
Chinmoy Chakraborty reported earnings of over Tk
50,000, while others have also seen notable returns.

Officials say moringa cultivation has now spread
widely across all 28 upazilas of southern districts.

According to the Department of Agricultural
Extension (DAE), more than 15,000 farmers in
Batiaghata alone are now engaged in moringa
cultivation. Across Khulna, Bagerhat, Satkhira, and
Narail districts, the crop has expanded significantly
in recent years. Cultivation rose from 338 hectares
in 2020-21 to 602 hectares in 2024-25, with
production reaching a record 8,227 tonnes.

Agriculture officials attribute this growth
to moringa’s suitability for saline soil and its
nutritional value. Md Rafiqul Islam, additional
director of DAE in Khulna said, “We have conducted
surveys and found that more than 90 percent of
farming families in this region have moringa trees.”

“In a region increasingly affected by salinity,
climate change and shrinking agricultural
opportunities, moringa is emerging as a resilient
crop that is helping thousands of rural families
improve their livelihoods,” he added.
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Engr. Mohammad Khorshed Alam
Principal (In Charge)
Institute of Marine Technology, Faridpur
Phone: 01781173431
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