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Two bodies 
recovered in 
Narsingdi, 
Kishoreganj
STAR REPORT

The bodies of two young 
men have been recovered 
in two districts, report our 
correspondents.

In Narsingdi, the body 
of Monsur Ali, 25, an 
auto-rickshaw driver 
from Changao village in 
Madhabdi upazila, was 
recovered from a pond 
yesterday morning. 

Family and locals said 
Monsur had gone missing 
since he left home on 
Thursday night. His body 
was later found floating in 
a pond in the same village.

Police recovered the body 
and sent it to the hospital 
morgue for autopsy, said 
Kamal Hossain, officer-in-
charge of Madhabdi Police 
Station. The cause of death 
could not be confirmed 
immediately.

“My son had no known 
enmity with anyone. I 
cannot understand why he 
was killed... ,” said Monsur’s 
father, Motalib.

In Kishoreganj, police 
recovered the decomposed 
body of Abir Hossain, 
20, from a maize field in 
Angrail Haor under Nikli 
upazila Thursday evening.

Abir, a resident of 
Bhatiboratia Uttar Para, 
had been missing since 
March 9, said family. A 
complaint was filed with 
the police on March 13.

Locals discovered the 
body and informed police. 
Two people were arrested 
in this regard, said Rafiqul 
Islam, OC of Nikli Police 
Station.

4 killed, 16 injured 
in road accidents
STAR REPORT

At least four people were killed and 16 others injured 
in separate road accidents in Faridpur and Sirajganj 
yesterday.

In Faridpur, a woman was killed, and her husband 
was injured after an unidentified vehicle rear-ended 
their motorcycle on the Dhaka-Barishal highway.

The deceased was identified as Sudiba Biswas, 30, 
of Dhopadanga Chanpur village in Faridpur Sadar 
upazila. Her husband, Subir Biswas, 37, who was 
riding the motorcycle, sustained serious injuries and 
is undergoing treatment.

The accident occurred around 10:00am near 
Bakhunda Bridge in Gerda union of Faridpur Sadar.

According to the Bhanga Highway Police, the 
couple were travelling from Shibchar to Faridpur 
when an unidentified vehicle rear-ended the 
motorcycle and fled the scene, causing it to overturn.

Locals rescued the victims and took them to 
Faridpur Medical College Hospital, where on-duty 
doctors declared Sudiba dead, police said.

Md Helal Uddin, OC of Bhanga Highway Police 
Station, said efforts were underway to identify the 
vehicle involved, and a case would be filed.

In Sirajganj, at least three people, including a 
driver and his helper, were killed and 15 others 
injured when a bus crashed into a road divider and 
the base of an overpass in Nalka.

The accident occurred around 11:00am on the 
west side of Jamuna Bridge after a Bogura-to-
Mymensingh bus of Bushra Paribahan suffered a 
tyre burst, causing the driver to lose control, said 
Amirul Islam, OC of Jamuna Bridge West Police 
Station.

“The driver and helper died on the spot, while 
another passenger died on the way to the hospital,” 
he said, adding that the identities of the deceased 
had not yet been confirmed.

Emergency services rescued at least 15 passengers 
and took them to different hospitals.

Authorities launched a recovery operation to 
remove the wrecked bus, while highway police were 
working to restore normal traffic on the route till last 
reported yesterday evening.

(Our correspondents from Faridpur and Pabna 
contributed to this report.)

Mother, child 
fatally run 
over by train 
in Gazipur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Gazipur

An unidentified woman 
and her three-year-old 
son were killed after 
being run over by a train 
in Gazipur yesterday.

The incident occurred 
around 10:00am in 
Rajendrapur along the 
D h a k a - M y mens i n gh 
railway line, according 
to station authorities. 

Railway officials said 
a Dewanganj-bound 
passenger train from 
Dhaka struck the woman 
and her child when they 
came onto the tracks.

The woman, 
estimated to be around 
35, died on the spot, while 
the child was rescued 
by locals and taken 
to Shaheed Tajuddin 
Ahmad Medical College 
Hospital, where doctors 
later declared him dead.

Saidur Rahman, 
station master of 
Sreepur Railway 
Station, confirmed the 
incident, saying the 
victims’ identities could 
not be immediately 
established.

Mahmudul Hasan, 
station master of 
Joydebpur Junction, 
said railway police 
recovered the bodies 
from the scene.

1,550 litres of fuel
FROM PAGE 3

In Noakhali, the 
Subarnachar upazila 
administration seized 750 
litres of diesel that had 
been illegally stored in a 
rooftop water tank of a 
residence in Char Jabbar 
union on Thursday night. 

The hoarder was fined 
Tk 10,000 for illegal 
stockpiling.

The operation was 
conducted by Executive 
Magistrate and Subarnachar 
UNO Akib Osman.

Acting on a tip-off, the 
mobile court raided the 
house of Bashir Sareng and 
recovered the fuel, the UNO 
said.

Meanwhile, in Barguna 
and Patuakhali, a 
prolonged shortage of 
diesel and petrol has left 

many fishing trawlers non-
operational, rendering 
several thousand fishermen 
jobless.

Yusuf Fakir, a trawler 
owner from Mohipur 
in Kalapara upazila of 
Patuakhali, said he had 
prepared to head to sea 
with his fishing vessel, FB 
Ma-Babar Doa, after the 
Eid holidays.

“I spent around Tk 
50,000 on preparatory 
work such as collecting 
ice and hiring fishermen. 
However, the trip was 
cancelled due to the fuel 
shortage,” he said.

(Our correspondents from 
Chattogram, Noakhali and 
Patuakhali contributed to 
the report.)

Garer Canal gasps under 
encroachment, pollution

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

The centuries-old Garer Canal, an 
integral part of the history and 
geography of Habiganj’s Baniachong, 
is now facing a severe crisis due to 
encroachment and pollution.

This 19-kilometre-long waterway 
was once vital for transportation, 
flood control, irrigation and fisheries 
in the vast haor region.

On the ground, illegal structures 
line both banks. In several stretches, 
parts of the waterway have allegedly 
been filled in to build houses and 
shops.

Waste from nearby markets and 
residential areas is being dumped 
directly into the canal, making the 
water unusable and threatening 
aquatic biodiversity, including native 
fish species.

Local farmer Mifta Mia said the 
canal’s declining navigability has 
worsened water management in the 
area.

“During the rainy season, 
waterlogging occurs due to poor 
drainage. In the dry season, there is a 
severe shortage of irrigation water. As 
a result, Boro cultivation on several 
thousand acres is being disrupted,” 

he said.
Resident Shahjalal Ahmed 

recalled a time when large boats used 
to ply through the canal. Now, even 
small boats cannot pass.

According to officials, the 
Bangladesh Water Development 
Board implemented a canal 
restoration and excavation project 
in the 2022–23 fiscal year, covering 
31.6 kilometres of the main canal, 
including its branches, at a cost of Tk 
7.12 crore.

The stated objective was to ensure 
year-round water retention and 
improve irrigation for agricultural 
land. However, within two and a half 
years of the project’s completion, 
locals claim there is little visible 
evidence of proper excavation.

Sajedul Islam, another resident, 
alleged that excavation work was not 
carried out in accordance with the 
approved map.

“There is no water in many parts 
of the channel due to unplanned 
excavation,” he said.

Pintu Das, a local, claimed that 
the actual canal lies to the west of the 
excavated stretch.

“They dug another channel instead 
of the original one. Unnecessary 

branches were excavated while 
the main canal was neglected,” he 
alleged.

Contacted, Sayedur Rahman, 
executive engineer at the Habiganj 
Water Development Board, said, 
“The contract value was Tk 7.12 
crore, and our official records state 
that the excavation work has been 
completed.”

Asked about allegations of 
irregularities and misuse of tree-
planting funds, he said he was not 
posted there at the time and would 
need to verify the details.

Another BWDB official, who did 
not want to be named, said, “About 
70 percent of the canal has been 
excavated, and only 54 percent of the 
contractor’s bill has been paid.”

Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon 
(BAPA) Habiganj unit General 
Secretary Tofazzal Sohel said the 
Garer Canal is not just a source of 
water flow, it is an important part 
of the environment, agriculture, and 
biodiversity of Baniachong.

He urged the government to adopt 
scientific and planned re-excavation 
of canals, ponds and other water 
bodies to preserve biodiversity and 
ensure water retention.


