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DMP moves to reclaim
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The drive will continue 
from April 1 to April 5 at 
different locations and 
times, said Assistant 
Police Commissioner Arifa 
Akhter Preeti of DMP’s 
Media and Public Relations 
Division.

Before the drive, DMP 
had asked traders to remove 
goods from footpaths and 
roads. During the operation, 
belongings of those who 
failed to comply were 
removed, and fines were 
imposed in some cases.

Talking to The Daily 
Star, Dhaka South City 
Corporation Administrator 
Abdus Salam said 
traffic congestion is not 
only a matter of signal 
management but also 
involves clearing encroached 
footpaths, managing 
intersections, and improving 
coordination.

“Traffic is a multi-
dimensional issue. These 
factors are interconnected, 
and we are addressing 
them in a coordinated 
way,” he said.

He stressed the need to 
regulate street vendors, 
noting that unplanned 

occupation of roads and 
footpaths contributes 
significantly to congestion.

Describing the situation 
as unsustainable, Salam 
said Dhaka has nearly 
become paralysed due to 
congestion.

“This cannot continue. 
We must restore 
functionality to the 
city, and that requires 
cooperation from all 
stakeholders,” he said.

He added that locations 
for proposed vendor 
markets would be finalised 
in consultation with law 
enforcement.

“Vendors cannot occupy 
major streets where traffic 
pressure is highest. Instead, 
we will provide alternative 
spaces,” he added.

Dhaka North City 
Corporation Administrator 
Shafiqul Islam Khan 
said infrastructural and 
management issues, 
including illegal structures 
and poor U-turn systems, 
are contributing to 
congestion.

“We have discussed 
these issues with relevant 
agencies, and work is 
underway,” he said.

Master plan key
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Salam said that during 
the Pakistan era, Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar had been 
designed as a second 
city under a master plan. 
Despite some deviations in 
implementation, the area is 
still largely a planned city.

There were three 
playgrounds in Dhupkhola, 
but former mayor Taposh 
constructed markets on 
the land, leaving only one 
field, despite a shortage 
of playgrounds in Dhaka. 
Now, efforts are underway 
to make at least one 
playground for every two 
wards, he added.

Several initiatives 
are being implemented 
to control traffic in the 
capital under PM Tarique 
Rahman’s direction. Inter-
district buses are being 

shifted from Sayedabad 
Bus Terminal to Kanchpur 
Terminal. Another inter-
district bus terminal will be 
built in Baghoir, Keraniganj. 
Once completed, inter-
district buses will no longer 
enter the city, which will 
significantly reduce traffic 
congestion, he hoped.

Additionally, steps are 
being taken to identify 
and resolve footpath 
encroachment, market 
encroachment, and 
unregulated rickshaws, he 
added.

“The capital faces 
numerous problems, and 
coordination is essential 
to solve them. For this, 
a city government is 
needed. Without forming 
a city government, these 
problems cannot be 
resolved,” he said.

1 bed for 3 children
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newborns. The hospital 
has no ICU, and even in 
the isolation ward, each 
bed accommodates three 
patients.

Prof Dr Bikash Nag, 
head of paediatrics, said 
the hospital is facing an 
acute shortage of beds and 
space.

“We are trying to arrange 
isolation, but with such 
limitations, it is difficult. 
Still, we are doing our best,” 
he said.

He added that proper 
isolation requires ICU 
support to ensure oxygen 
supply, which the hospital 
lacks.

“We are providing 
oxygen and can deliver up 
to 50 percent high-flow 
oxygen, but the number of 
patients is extremely high. 
Patients from different 
upazilas are coming 
directly, and we cannot 
turn anyone away,” he said.

Acknowledging the 

risks, he said measles is 
highly contagious.

“Keeping three patients 
on one bed is not isolation,” 
he added.

According to the 
divisional health office, 
eight people have died 
from measles in the 
division so far, while 77 
new patients were admitted 
in the 24 hours till 6:00am 
yesterday.

Although authorities 
have instructed upazila-
level hospitals to treat 
measles patients, many 
families are bringing 
children directly to SBMCH, 
worsening overcrowding.

Dr Shyamal Kumar 
Mondal, divisional health 
director, said district 
hospitals have been asked to 
arrange isolation facilities, 
but many lack resources.

He noted that measles 
cases typically rise during 
this period and urged 
people to remain cautious 
without panicking.

bKash gives 40,000 
books to Bishwo 
Shahitto Kendro

CITY DESK

bKash has contributed 3,67,520 books to the 
Bishwo Shahitto Kendro’s (BSK) Book Reading 
Programme over the past 12 years.

As part of its ongoing efforts, more than 40,000 
books were presented this year to Prof Abdullah 
Abu Sayeed, founder and chief executive of Bishwo 
Shahitto Kendro, according to a press release.

Maj Gen (retd) Sheikh Md Monirul Islam, chief 
external and corporate affairs officer at bKash, 
handed over the books at an event at the Kendro’s 
auditorium in Dhaka on Tuesday.

Since 2014, nearly 3,000 educational 
institutions have received these books, reaching 
over 3.4 million readers. This year’s distribution 
will cover 330 educational institutions, including 
80 new schools participating in the programme.

bKash has remained associated with the 
reading programme for 13 consecutive years.

Among others present at the event were Executive 
Director of Bishwo Shahitto Kendro Khandakar Md 
Asaduzzaman; Joint Director (Programme) Mesbah 
Uddin Ahmed Sumon; EVP and Head of Regulatory 
& Corporate Affairs at bKash Humayun Kabir; and 
Vice President Sayma Ahsan.

6 die in road 
crashes in 
Cumilla
STAR REPORT

At least six people were 
killed and five were 
injured in separate road 
accidents on the Dhaka-
Chattogram highway in 
Cumilla yesterday. 

In Daudkandi, the 
driver and a passenger 
of a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw were killed, 
and four other 
passengers were injured 
after an unidentified 
vehicle hit the three-
wheeler on the highway 
in Sarkarpur area 
around 4:00am, said Md 
Iqbal Bahar Majumdar, 
officer-in-charge (OC) 
of Daudkandi Highway 
Police Station.

The deceased were 
identified as auto-
rickshaw driver Barek, 

SEE PAGE 9 COL 5
Sandbars have emerged across much of the western bank of the Padma River in the Aibadh 
area of Rajshahi city, making it appear fragmented into narrow canals. Boat movement has 
come to a halt, while the Water Development Board has begun work beneath the city protection 
embankment ahead of the monsoon. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: AZAHAR UDDIN

‘We will keep 
Dhanmondi 
Lake free from 
commercialisation’
Says DSCC administrator
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhanmondi Lake will not be allowed to 
turn into a commercial zone under any 
circumstances, said Dhaka South City 
Corporation (DSCC) Administrator Md 
Abdus Salam yesterday.

Emphasising the need to preserve 
its natural environment, he said, 
“Dhanmondi Lake is not a commercial 
area. There is a severe shortage of 
breathing spaces in Dhaka city. We 
want to preserve this lake in its original 
natural form.”

He made the remarks while speaking 
to journalists after visiting the lake.

Expressing dissatisfaction over the 
growing number of restaurants and 
commercial establishments around the 
lake, Salam said it now appears that 
the entire area has been taken over by 
restaurants, which is unacceptable. 

“Our primary goal is to preserve nature 
here. We will soon restore a beautiful and 
healthy environment,” he said. 
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