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Murder case filed 
against 261 over 
Nasirnagar clash
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

A murder case was filed on Monday night in 
connection with the deaths of three people in a 
clash over an election dispute and local dominance 
in Nasirnagar upazila of Brahmanbaria.

Confirming the development, Nasirnagar Police 
Station Officer-in-Charge Md Shahinul Islam said 
the opposing group is also preparing a counter-case.

The case was lodged around 10:30pm on 
Monday by Tisha Akter, wife of slain Habibur 
Rahman, against 261 named and 400–500 
unidentified suspects, OC Shahinul said.

Jabed Mia, 22, is the prime accused, while 
Rahim Talukdar, a local BNP supporter and 
follower of newly elected MP MA Hannan of 
Brahmanbaria-1, is among the accused.

According to police and locals, tensions had 
long persisted between Rahim Talukdar and 
Kashem Mia, a former ward-level BNP leader, over 
local dominance in Goalnagar union. The dispute 
intensified during the recent election.

On March 24, clashes left three dead and at 
least 100 injured. The deceased were identified as 
Habibur Rahman, 40, imam of Shimerkandi Jame 
Mosque; Mahfuzul Mia, 54, of Shimerkandi village; 
and labourer Akhtar Hossain of Goalnagar.

Locals said Habibur and Mahfuzul were 
supporters of Kashem Mia, while Akhtar Hossain 
was aligned with Rahim Talukdar.

Bridge lies
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though Hasan Enterprise 
was officially tasked with 
the project. 

An LGED source said 
the contractor has already 
been paid Tk 4.40 crore — 
around 84 percent of the 
total project cost.

Meanwhile, concerns 
have also been raised 
over sand extraction 
near the bridge’s site for 
construction of approach 
roads. Locals fear this could 
weaken the structure’s 
stability.

Contacted, Ujjal Ahmed, 
who is supervising the 
work, said delays were 
caused by a shortage of 
soil. “We are working to 
complete the remaining 
work soon,” he added.

Attempts to reach the 
representative of Hasan 
Enterprise over the phone 
were unsuccessful.

Md Imam Hossain, 
upazila LGED engineer 
in Ajmiriganj, said they 
have been pressing the 
contractor to expedite the 
work, adding that they 
would look into allegations 
of sand extraction near the 
bridge. 

ICT-2 accepts charges
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“The evidence shows the 
victims were in police 
custody and were killed 
there. This places full 
responsibility on the law 
enforcers,” he said, adding 
that those responsible 
must explain the deaths 
before the tribunal.

He said investigators 
found sufficient 
documentary and forensic 
evidence, including GD 

entries and post-mortem 
reports, indicating 
custodial killing.

According to the 
formal charge, Abul 
Hasnat Abdullah, 82, 
who was a five-time MP 
for Barishal-1 and district 
Awami League president, 
and co-accused AKM 
Ehsanullah, then 
superintendent of police 
in Barishal, abused state 
power to target political 

opponents.
They allegedly 

orchestrated the unlawful 
detention, torture and 
killing of two unarmed 
civilians -- Tipu and 
Kabir -- who were shot 
by subordinate police 
personnel on their 
instructions, it added.

Two accused are now in 
custody while two others 
including Hasnat are on 
the run.

1 lakh fake
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fighters had long been 
deprived, and the ministry 
aimed to address those 
injustices.

Jamaat MP GM Nazrul 
Islam claimed that his name 
had been dropped from 
the list after 2006, despite 
fighting in Sector 9 during 
the 1971 Liberation War, 
depriving him of benefits.

The minister said the 
ministry would review such 
cases and take necessary 
action if proper documents 
are submitted, adding that 
opposition activists had often 
faced harassment in the past.

Responding to BNP MP 
Zainul Abdin Faruk, the 
minister said that under 
fascist rule, many freedom 
fighters had their allowances 
suspended and certificates 
withheld, while non-freedom 
fighters illegally enjoyed 
benefits. He promised swift 
action to present accurate 
figures to the nation.

Answering a question 
from Noakhali-6 MP 
Abdul Hannan Masud, 
the Liberation War affairs 
minister said that although 
a July uprising directorate 
has been established under 
the ministry, there are 
no plans to rename the 
ministry to include it.

Nine traffickers
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In another case, families 
accused Saleh Ahmed, an 
Italy-based migrant from 
Jagdal village in Derai, 
of facilitating irregular 
migration through local 
contacts.

One victim, Sohanur 
Rahman, reportedly 
travelled to Libya without 
informing his family and 
later died en route to 
Greece.

“I last spoke to my son 
on March 22. Since then, he 
has gone missing,” said his 
father, Saliqur Rahman.

Another parent, Anwar 
Hossain, alleged that 
brokers took up to Tk 13 
lakh promising safe passage 
but failed to deliver.

Superintendent of Police 
ABM Zakir Hossain said 
police are trying to arrest the 
accused and are coordinating 
with the Criminal 
Investigation Department’s 
human trafficking unit.

People suffer as wooden bridge 
over Teka river collapses

MOHSIN MILON, Benapole

Residents of some 25 villages have been 
suffering immensely with their daily commute 
since the dilapidated wooden bridge over the 
Teka river in Jashore collapsed last year.

The bridge is a vital link for communication 
between Abhaynagar and Monirampur 
upazilas in Jashore.

Due to prolonged lack of maintenance, 
the bridge had long been in a vulnerable 
condition, before it eventually collapsed 
following persistent rainfall last year. 

At present, vehicular movement remains 
suspended while pedestrians have to cross the 
bridge at much risk. 

Students, elderly people, patients, and 
traders have been the most affected.

Locals said with the bridge largely unusable 
now, people are forced to travel an additional 
10-12 kilometres using alternative routes.

“People from 25-30 neighbouring villages, 
as well as those from Keshabpur upazila in 
Jashore, Dumuria and Paikgachha in Khulna, 
and parts of Satkhira have been using the 
Nawapara–Monirampur road via the Teka 
bridge as the route is comparatively shorter,” 
said Nazrul Islam, a local resident.

Over a hundred female students of 
Tekarghat Secondary Girls’ School in 

Monirampur currently risk their lives 
while crossing the broken structure during 
their commute, he also said, adding that 
transporting emergency patients to hospitals 
and agricultural produce to nearby markets 
has become extremely difficult. 

Construction of a concrete bridge over 
the Teka river had begun on September 13, 
2021, with a budget of Tk 7.57 crore, but legal 
complications prompted suspension of the 
project after around 80 percent work was 
completed.

Shariful Islam of Payra village said the wooden 

bridge was vital for around 25,000 to 30,000 
local people, and called for its urgent repair. 

Joydeb Kumar from Pachakori village 
in Monirampur said he had to travel nearly 
20km to take his ailing wife to the hospital, 
facing significant delays and hassles.

Md Firoz Ahmed, former chairman of Payra 
Union Parishad, said the bridge’s collapse has 
disrupted daily life. 

Abhaynagar Upazila Nirbahi Officer 
Salauddin Dipu said Tk 3 lakh has been 
allocated from a development project to repair 
the wooden bridge and work will begin soon.

CITY

Public sufferings worsen
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In Chuadanga, a trader, 
Bakhtiar, 50, died after 
falling ill while waiting in a 
queue to collect a fuel card 
in Alamdanga yesterday.

The duty doctor at a 
nearby clinic declared him 
having died from a stroke, 
said Alamdanga UNO 
Panna Akhter.

In Rangamati, 
speedboat services on 
Kaptai Lake remained 
suspended yesterday due to 

fuel shortage.
Md Siddique, a 

speedboat driver at the 
town’s Fishery Ghat, said a 
speedboat requires about 
35 litres of petrol to cover 
the 70km journey from 
Rangamati to Langadu.

“However, the pump 
provides only 10 litres... 
So, we have been forced to 
suspend operation,” he said.

In Gazipur, a mobile 
court led by UNO 
Tamanna Tasnim fined a 

filling station Tk 10,000 
for a discrepancy of 
approximately 2,000 litres 
in fuel stock at Amraid in 
Kapasia yesterday.

In Jashore, two Jubo Dal 
leaders were suspended 
from the organisation over 
the allegation of forcibly 
taking fuel from a filling 
station and selling it at 
higher prices.

[Our respective 
district correspondents 
contributed to the report.]


