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How US could try to 
seize Kharg Island

Analysts say Iran’s stance casts doubt on success of Trump’s plan
AGENCIES

US President Donald Trump has 
indicated that he may send troops 
to seize control of Iran’s key oil 
export terminal at Kharg Island in 
the northern Gulf. So what’s behind 
this, how would it work and what 
are the risks?

Kharg Island has long been 
Iran’s chief outlet for its oil exports. 
The island sits offshore with waters 
deep enough to load product onto 
tankers known as Very Large Crude 
Carriers (VLCCs), which can hold 
around two million barrels. Around 
90 percent of Iran’s oil exports pass 
through Kharg.

If the US does decide to invade 
Kharg Island then it would most 
likely be a temporary measure 
intended to put pressure on Iran 
by cutting off its fuel exports until 
it relinquished its chokehold on the 
Strait of Hormuz and conceded to 

Washington’s demands.
Given the resilience and 

defiance of the Iranian regime it is 
highly questionable whether this 
would work. The speaker of Iran’s 
parliament, Mohammad Bagher 
Ghalibaf, has warned that his 
country’s forces would “rain down 
fire” on any invading US forces. Iran 
is believed to have reinforced its 
defences on the island, including 
with surface-to-air missile batteries.

Iran has also accused the US of 
duplicity by proposing peace talks 

at the same time as dispatching 
troops to the region. These forces 
are made up of nearly 5,000 
US Marines and around 2,000 
paratroopers from the 82nd 
Airborne Division. 

In theory, the paratroopers could 
make an airborne assault to seize 
key positions on this small island. 

Thousands of soldiers from the 
US Army’s elite 82nd Airborne 
Division have started arriving in the 
Middle East, two US officials told 
Reuters. 

Such is the awesome fighting 
power of these Marine Expeditionary 
Units (MEUs) that the US force would 
almost certainly prevail, but it could 
come at the expense of a severe 
number of casualties, say analysts. 

The US then has the problem 
of holding the ground, for an 
indeterminate period, while subject 
to bombardment from the Iranian 
mainland, reports BBC.

MIDDLE EAST OPERATIONS

Italy refuses US 
aircraft use of 
Sicily base: source
REUTERS, Rome

Italy last week denied permission for US military aircraft 
to land at the Sigonella air base in Sicily before heading 
to the Middle East, sources said yesterday, because 
Washington had not sought prior authorisation from the 
government in Rome.

According to the Corriere della Sera daily, which first 
reported the news, “some US bombers” had been due to 
land at the base in eastern Sicily before flying on to the 
Middle East, where the United States is at war with Israel 
against Iran.

The report did not specify when the aircraft were due to 
land but said permission was denied because the US had 
not requested clearance and Italy’s military leadership had 
not been consulted, as required under treaties governing 
the use of US military installations in the country.

The source confirmed the report to Reuters but did not 
specify how many aircraft were involved. A second source 
told Reuters that Italy refused permission on March 27.

“With reference to media reports regarding the use of 
military bases, the government reiterates that Italy acts in 
full compliance with existing international agreements 
and with the policy guidelines set out by the government 
to parliament,” a government statement said.

Ukrainian drones 
hit Russia’s Ust-
Luga port again
Oil terminal damaged
REUTERS, Moscow

Ukrainian drones yesterday struck Russia’s Baltic 
Sea port of Ust-Luga for the fifth time in 10 days, 
and sources told Reuters an oil loading terminal 
was hit, likely adding to Russia’s difficulties in 

exporting crude.
Kyiv has stepped up attacks 
on Russia’s oil export 

infrastructure over the 
past month, launching its 
heaviest drone strikes of 
the more than four-year 
war against the Baltic ports 
of Ust-Luga and Primorsk.

At least 40 percent of 
Russia’s oil export capacity 

has been halted due to drone 
attacks, a disputed strike on a 

major pipeline and the seizure of 
tankers, according to Reuters calculations. 

Regional governor Alexander Drozdenko said 
three people, including two children, were treated 
for injuries and several buildings were damaged in 
the overnight attacks. 

Drone view shows people gathering at a damaged residential area in Bnei Brak, central Israel, after Iranian 
missile barrages yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Mourners react at the funeral of Mahmoud Al-Bayouk and his two-year-old son Yahia, killed in an Israeli strike, at 
Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis, southern Gaza, yesterday.

Japan deploys 
long-range missiles 
near China
AFP, Tokyo

Japan has deployed long-range missiles in a southwest 
region near China, its defence minister said yesterday, at 
a time when ties with Beijing are at their lowest in recent 
years.

The missiles were installed in Kumamoto in the 
southern region of Kyushu, as Japan is attempting to 
shore up its military capacity as China steps up naval 
activity in the East China Sea.

“Standoff defense capabilities enable us to counter the 
threat of enemy forces attempting to invade our country... 
while ensuring the safety of our personnel,” said Defence 
Minister Shinjiro Koizumi.

“This is an extremely important initiative for 
strengthening Japan’s deterrence and response 
capabilities,” he added. The surface-to-ship guided missile 
system has a range of around 1,000 kilometres (620 miles), 
putting parts of the Chinese mainland within reach -- 
Shanghai lies about 900 kilometres from Kumamoto.

Koizumi also said a “hyper velocity gliding projectile”, 
designed to defend remote islands from enemy forces, had 
been deployed in Shizuoka, another coastal area closer to 
Tokyo which faces the Pacific. 

Japan has long had a policy to use its military only for 
self defence in its most strict meaning.

Myanmar junta 
chief elected vice-
president
AFP, Naypyidaw

Myanmar’s junta chief Min Aung Hlaing was 
elected a vice-president by the lower house 
yesterday, parliament officials said, with the coup 
leader edging closer to becoming president and 
maintaining his rule.

“The lower house of elected MPs announces 
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing as a vice-
president,” lower house speaker Khin Yi said.

According to a live broadcast, he received 247 
of 260 votes. Three vice-presidents are expected to 
be chosen this week, one of whom will be elected 
president in a parliament-wide vote.

Min Aung Hlaing has ruled Myanmar since 
2021, when he directed a coup that toppled the 
elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi and 
triggered civil war.

After five years of hardline rule, he oversaw 
heavily restricted elections that criminalised protest 
or criticism of the vote and returned a walkover win 
for pro-military parties in late January.

Democracy watchdogs have long warned that 
the new government will be a proxy of the military, 
which has ruled Myanmar for the vast majority of 
its post-independence history.
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