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Italy refuses US
aircraft use of
Sicily base: source

REUTERS, Rome

Italy last week denied permission for US military aircraft
to land at the Sigonella air base in Sicily before heading
to the Middle Fast, sources said yesterday, because
Washington had not sought prior authorisation from the
government in Rome.

According to the Corriere della Sera daily, which first
reported the news, “some US bombers” had been due to
land at the base in eastern Sicily before {lying on to the
Middle East, where the United States is at war with Israel
against Iran.

The report did not specify when the aircraft were due to
land but said permission was denied because the US had
notrequested clearance and Italy’s military leadership had
not been consulted, as required under treaties governing
the use of US military installations in the country.

The source confirmed the report to Reuters but did not
specify how many aircraft were involved. A second source
told Reuters that Italy refused permission on March 27.

“With reference to media reports regarding the use of
military bases, the government reiterates that Italy acts in
full compliance with existing international agreements
and with the policy guidelines set out by the government
to parliament,” a government statement said.

Myanmar junta
chief elected
vice-president

AFP, Naypyidaw

Myanmar’s junta chief Min Aung Hlaing was elected a
vice-president by the lower house yesterday, parliament
officials said, with the coup leader edging closer to
becoming president and maintaining his rule.

“The lower house of elected MPs announces Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing as a vice-president,” lower
house speaker Khin Yi said.

According to a live broadcast, he received 247 of 260
votes. Three vice-presidents are expected to be chosen
this week, one of whom will be elected president in a
parliament-wide vote.

Min Aung Hlaing has ruled Myanmar since 2021, when
he directed a coup that toppled the elected government of
Aung San Suu Kyi and triggered civil war.

Alfter five years of hardline rule, he oversaw heavily
restricted elections that criminalised protest or criticism
of the vote and returned a walkover win for pro-military
parties in late January.

Democracy watchdogs have long warned that the new
government will be a proxy of the military, which has ruled
Myanmar for the vast majority of its post-independence
history.

Drone view shows people gathering at a damaged residential area in Bnei Brak, central Israel, after Iranian

missile barrages yesterday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

How US could try to
seize Kharg Island

Analysts say Iran’s stance casts doubt on success of Trump’s plan

AGENCIES

US President Donald Trump has
indicated that he may send troops
to seize control of Iran’s key oil
export terminal at Kharg Island in
the northern Gulf. So what’s behind
this, how would it work and what
are the risks?

Kharg Island has long been
Iran’s chief outlet for its oil exports.
The island sits offshore with waters
deep enough to load product onto
tankers known as Very Large Crude
Carriers (VLCCs), which can hold
around two million barrels. Around
90 percent of Iran’s oil exports pass
through Kharg.

If the US does decide to invade
Kharg Island then it would most
likely be a temporary measure
intended to put pressure on Iran
by cutting off its fuel exports until
it relinquished its chokehold on the
Strait of Hormuz and conceded to
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Washington’s demands.

Given the resilience and
defiance of the Iranian regime it is
highly questionable whether this
would work. The speaker of Iran’s
parliament, Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, has warned that his
country’s forces would “rain down
fire” on any invading US forces. Iran
is believed to have reinforced its
defences on the island, including
with surface-to-air missile batteries.

Iran has also accused the US of
duplicity by proposing peace talks

at the same time as dispatching
troops to the region. These forces
are made up of nearly 5,000
US Marines and around 2,000
paratroopers from the 82nd
Airborne Division.

In theory, the paratroopers could
make an airborne assault to seize
key positions on this small island.

Thousands of soldiers from the
US Army’s elite 82nd Airborne
Division have started arriving in the
Middle East, two US officials told
Reuters.

Such is the awesome fighting
power of these Marine Expeditionary
Units (MEUSs) that the US force would
almost certainly prevail, but it could
come at the expense of a severe
number of casualties, say analysts.

The US then has the problem
of holding the ground, for an
indeterminate period, while subject
to bombardment from the Iranian
mainland, reports BBC.

US-Israeli strikes
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strikes on its infrastructure
with raids on its neighbours.

Desalinated water provides
42 percent of drinking water
in the United Arab Emirates,
70 percent in Saudi Arabia,
86 percent in Oman and 90
percent in Kuwait.

Any attack on civilian
drinking water could trigger
a major escalation and draw
Iran’s neighbours into the
fray, analysts warn, but
Trump did not hold back in
his latest threat, apparently
designed to pressure Iran to
capitulate and accept a US-
proposed settlement.

US  Defense  Secretary
Pete Hegseth yesterday said
the next few days in the war
against Iran would be decisive
and warned Tehran that the
conflict would intensify if it
did not make a deal.

Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards hit back with a new
threat, saying that they will
target US companies in the
region in retaliation from
today, listing 18 groups,
including Microsoft, Google,
Apple, Intel, IBM, Tesla and
Boeing.

Oil prices see-sawed up
and down as markets weighed
Trump’s  confidence that
Tehran would soon buckle
against fears that a possible
US ground operation in the
Gulf would further escalate
the contflict.

The US national average
retail price of gasoline crossed
$4 a gallon for the first time in
over three years on Monday.
Tight global supplies pushed
Brent crude futures up 5.5%
to S$119 per barrel, on course
for a record monthly gain of
64%.

Trump yesterday criticised
countries that have not
helped in the war, including
Irance and Britain, saying
they should find “some
delayed courage” to take the
strait and get their own oil.
France and Italy have pushed
back against some US-Israeli
military operations, sources
said,  highlighting  how
divisions between NATO allies
have been exposed by the war.

The month-long conflict
has spread across the region,
killing thousands, disrupting
energy supplies and
threatening to send the global
economy into a tailspin.

Explosions were heard in
Dubai and near Erbil airport
in northern Iraq, sirens
sounded in Jerusalem, and
multiple explosions rattled
the Saudi capital, Riyadh.

Authorities in  UAE's

Sharjah  said that an
administrative building of
Thuraya Telecommunications
was targeted by a drone from
Iran, the emirate’s media
office said in a post on X.

Israeli emergency services
said eight people received
minor injuries from falling
munitions fragments in Bnei
Brak, near Tel Aviv. At least
10 blasts were heard in the
Jerusalem area after missile
launches from Iran were
detected.

Kuwait’s state oil company
reported that one of its fully
loaded giant crude oil tankers
burst into flames off the
Dubai coast after a “direct
and malicious Iranian attack
while in the anchorage area”.

Authorities in Dubai said
the fire on the Kuwait-flagged
Al-Salmi had been brought
under control, with no oil
leak and no injuries to the
crew. Kuwait Petroleum Corp,
the ship’s owner, said the
vessel's hull was damaged,
and photos of the Al-Salmi
confirmed this.

Such attacks on oil tankers
and export facilities have
world markets jumpy, and
all eyes were on the Strait
of Hormuz, the maritime
channel that Iran has
effectively closed to all vessels
except those it approves.

Two Chinese container
ships were able to pass the
strait, and Beijing expressed
gratitude to “the relevant
parties”, a foreign ministry
spokeswoman told reporters.

An Israeli strike hit an
apartment in  Christian
majority Mansourieh,
north of Beirut, state media
reported, in the first attack on
the area since the outbreak
of the Israel-Hezbollah war.
Earlier, a strike hit a building
adjacent to Beirut’s main
airport road, AFPTV’s live
broadcast showed.

Israel's  military  also
reported yesterday that four
more of its soldiers had been
killed in combat in southern
Lebanon.

Defence Minister Israel
Katz said Israel’s military
would occupy a swathe of
southern Lebanon even after
the end of the current war
against Hezbollah.

“All the houses in the
villages adjacent to the border
inLebanon will be demolished
in accordance with the Rafah
and Beit Hanoun model in
Gaza,” he declared, citing the
example of Israel’s last war in
the region, which left much
of the Palestinian territory in
ruins.

Noab seeks tax relief on newsprint

FROM PAGE 1

With transportation and ancillary
costs, the landed cost rises to 130-132
percent.

The association said the cost
structure, alongside rising global
paper prices and Bangladesh’s heavy
reliance on imports, has placed the
sector under severe financial stress.

“The industry is going through a
critical phase. Without immediate
fiscal relief, sustaining operations
will become increasingly difficult,”
said  Noab  President = Matiur
Rahman Chowdhury, calling for a
full withdrawal of import duty on
newsprint.

The association also highlighted
the burden of advance and
withholding taxes. Under the Income
Tax Act2023,a 5 percent tax deducted
at source (TDS) on advertisement
revenue and a 5 percent AIT on raw
material imports create a combined
10 percent upfront tax burden, even
though profit margins are often
lower.

As aresult, a large portion of these
taxes remains unadjusted, locking up
funds and creating liquidity pressure
for media houses.

“Reducing TDS on advertisement

income and AIT on imports is crucial
to ease cash flow pressure,” Matiur
said.

Newspaper owners also sought
a lower corporate tax rate, arguing
that newspapers are taxed like
conventional businesses despite
serving as a public good. While
priority sectors enjoy rates between
10 and 12 percent, newspapers receive
no such benefit.

“A reduced corporate tax rate of 10
percent would be justified and timely
policy support.”

Noab also pointed out
inconsistencies in employee income
tax rules. While the Income Tax
Act 20283 places the burden on
individuals, the Newspaper Wage
Board requires organisations to bear
it. Publishers called for alignment of
the two frameworks.

In response, the NBR Chair Abdur
Rahman said proposals on AIT, TDS,
and VAT would be considered and
placed before the finance minister,
adding that the government would
not increase corporate tax rates.

On the issue of organisations
bearing employees’ taxes, he said,
“We will propose in the next Wage
Board to consider the matter.” He

noted that such a move could trigger
demands for salary hikes.

At the meeting, Prothom Alo
Editor and Publisher Matiur Rahman
said, “For the past 15 to 16 years,
newspapers have been subjected to
repression and have operated under
very difficult conditions. Even in the
last one and a half to two years, things
have not improved. Two newspaper
offices were set on fire.

“Speaking for our own paper, it
costs a total of 28 taka to produce
a single copy. But readership is
declining, advertising is falling,
and revenue is shrinking. Like all
industries, we also seek support and
cooperation from the government.”

He added, “The ready-made
garment industry pays 10 to 12
percent corporate tax, whereas we
pay 27.5 percent. It is a reasonable ask
to reduce this rate.”

Dewan Hanif Mahmud, editor and
publisher of the daily Bonik Barta,
said that those already within the tax
net are being subjected to additional
pressure to pay more taxes.

He also urged a review of whether
the tax-to-GDP ratio calculations are
accurate.
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Key Responsibilities:

I. Assist in managing physical and virtual servers (VMware, Proxmox, KVM), 2. Support Linux/Unix and windows server
environments. 3. Configure and troubleshoot routers, switches, firewalls, and wireless access points. 4. Manage 1P addressing
(IPv4/1Pv6), DHCP, DNS and VLAN configurations. 5. Maintain campus-wide WI-FI infrastructure and wireless
authentication (RADIUS, 802.1X). 6. Support [P-based CCTV systems including cameras, NVRs, and VMS. 7. Monitor
network and system performance using monitoring tools. 8. assist with private cloud infrastructure (Open Stack) and
containerization. 9. Support automation tools (Ansible, Terralorm) and CI/CD pipelines. 10. Implement backup solutions and
disaster recovery procedures. 1. Maintain documentation and provide technical support. 12. Follow security best practices
and university IT policies.

Technical Skills:

|. Network protocols (OSPF, BGP, DHCP, DNS, STP). 2. Network hardware (routers, switches, firewalls, access points). 3.
Wireless technologies (802.11 standards). 4. Linux/Unix and windows administration. 5. Virtualization and cloud computing
fundamentals. 6. Basic scripting (Bash, Python, Powershell). 7. Containerization concepts, 8. cybersecurity principles and
common threats. 9. Firewall, VPN, encryption, IDS/OPS and access control. 10, IP camera systems and VMS. 11. Network
monitoring and troubleshooting tools.

Desirable Certifications (Not mandatory):

l. CCNA. CompTIA Network+/Security+/A+/Linux+, RHCSA. 2. AWS/Azure/Google Cloud fundamentals. 3.

VMware, Docker/Kubernetes,
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Key Responsibilities:

I. Monitor and analyze security threals, vulnerabilities and incidents. 2. Implement and manage securily tools (SIEM, IDS/IPS,
firewalls, antivirus). 3. Conduct security assessments and vulnerability scanning. 4. Respond to security incidents and perform
forensic analysis. 5. Monitor network traffic for suspicious activities and anomalies. 6. Implement security policies, procedures
and best practices. 7. Configure and manage endpoint protection and access control systems. 8. conduct security awareness
training for university staff and students. 9. Perform log analysis and security event correlation. 10. Assist with compliance
requirements (IS0 27001, HIPPA, PCI-DSS, ete). 11. Manage user access controls and identity management systems. 12.
Document security incidents and maintain security reports,

Technical Skills:

I. Security fundamentals (CIA triad, threat modeling, risk assessment). 2. Cryptography fundamentals and encryption
technologies. 3. Log analysis and forensic investigation techniques. 4. Understanding of compliance and regulatory
requirements. 5. Network security (firewalls, VPNs, IDS/IPS, NAC). 6. Security tools (SIEM Platforms, vulnerability
scanners, penetration testing tools). 7. Malware analysis and incident response procedures. 8. Security protocols (SSL/TLS,
IPSec, SSH, HTTPS). 9. Operating systems security (Windows, Linux hardening). 10. Web application security (OWASP Top
10). 11. Security frameworks (NIST, I1SO 27001, CIS Controls). 12. Scripting for Security automation (Python, Bash,
PowerShell). 13. Cloud security concepis (AWS, Azure, GCP etc).
Desirable Certifications (Not mandatory):

I. CompTIA Security+ Certified Ethical Hacker (CEH). 2.
AW S/Azure/Google Cloud Security certifications.
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Offensive Security Certified Professional (OSCP), 3.
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