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fuel while one showed 
a shortfall. In total, a 
mismatch of 12,613 litres 
was identified, said officials.

In Pabna, Narayanganj, 
and Narsingdi, long queues 
were noticed daylong at 
all filling stations, with 
many compelled to return 
without getting fuel.

Md Jahid Hasan, a 
farmer of Islamgati village 
in Pabna Sadar, said, “I am 
unable to till my cropland, 
as none of my three tractors 
is operational amid the 
diesel shortage.”

“I have been going 
from one filling station to 
another, but I am yet to get 
any fuel,” he said yesterday 
noon.

In the coastal districts 
of Khulna, Satkhira, 
and Bagerhat, where 
motorbikes serve as a major 

mode of transport, road 
communication is being 
disrupted amid the severe 
crisis of fuel.

“I used to earn around 
Tk 1,000 daily by carrying 
passengers. But now my 
income has dropped to 
around Tk 150-200 due 
to the fuel crisis,” said 
Alokesh Goldar, a resident 
of Khulna’s Batiaghata 
upazila.

Nazrul Islam, a 
motorcycle rider in 
Narsingdi, said, “I have 
been standing in the queue 
for four hours, and I still 
haven’t received fuel.”

In Kushtia Sadar, 
farmer Mohammad Ali 
of Sonadanga village said 
he had to travel over 15 
kilometres to get only 
two litres of fuel for the 
irrigation pump.

Another farmer, Enamul 

Mollah, of Ghonshgati 
village under Gopalganj 
Sadar, said, “Since filling 
stations are not selling fuel, 
we have to buy it from retail 
shops at higher prices.”

In Shariatpur Sadar, 
farmers demonstrated on 
Saturday night, demanding 
fuel in front of a filling 
station in the Monohorpur 
area. 

Meanwhile, tanker 
workers in eight northern 
districts began an 
indefinite strike yesterday 
morning to protest the 
imprisonment and fines 
imposed on three of their 
colleagues in Nilphamari 
on Saturday, reports UNB.

According to sources, 
the incident occurred 
when a tanker carrying fuel 
from Parbatipur Railway 
Head Depot developed 
a mechanical fault near 

Nilphamari jail gate while 
on its way to a filling station.

A mobile court later 
arrested filling station 
manager Ekramul Haque, 
tanker driver Sri Krishna 
and his assistant Rifat, 
accusing them of stealing 
13 litres of fuel. They were 
sentenced to six months in 
prison and fined Tk 1 lakh.

(Our respective district 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t s 
contributed to the report.)Stay active, coordinate to address issues
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attendance and office 
discipline. He reached 
the secretariat at around 
9:05am and visited the 
offices of the Ministry of 
Power, Energy and Mineral 
Resources; the Ministry 
of Women and Children 
Affairs; the Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare; 

and the Ministry of 
Housing and Public Works, 
according to the Prime 
Minister’s Office.

Officials said he enquired 
about the presence of 
officers and staff and 
checked whether discipline 
was being maintained.

He also observed 
electricity use at the 

ministries during the 
rounds.

Later, Tarique held 
a meeting with cabinet 
members and advisers and 
sought updates on the 
Farmer Card programme.

Sources said the design 
work for the Family Card 
has been completed, 
and the prime minister 

expressed satisfaction over 
the progress.

The prime minister said 
he hoped the programme 
could be launched within 
April, noting that the 
government has already 
begun implementing 
election pledges, including 
waiving agricultural loans 
of up to Tk 10,000.

Gen Z doesn’t want 1972 Constitution
FROM PAGE 3

Referring to the 
referendum, he asked, 
“The Prime Minister 
campaigned in favour 
of the referendum. Why 
must there be any debate 
about it now?”

The NCP leader recalled 
attacks on him during 
electioneering and after 
the election. 

“Who attacked me? 
They are the same people 
whose hands are stained 
with the blood of BNP 
leaders and activists. You 
are rehabilitating the 
killers of your brothers 
and unleashing them 
on us. You even sent an 
organisational secretary 
from Chattogram with 
weapons to attack our 

people. The state will not 
tolerate such betrayal.”

He also alleged that 
after the election, a 
woman was raped for 
casting her vote for NCP. 

“Even after 42 days, 
the DNA report has not 
come. Although the civil 
surgeon submitted a 
report, the victim herself 
does not know what it 

says. Who created this 
horrific situation?” he 
asked.

“I think, instead of 
interpreting the law, the 
home minister should 
focus on this and pay 
attention to where the 
terrorists are, list them, and 
bring them to justice. The 
law minister can interpret 
the law,” Hannan added.
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