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Interim govt failed to curb
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Salahuddin said restoring 
law and order was a top 
priority, outlining short, 
medium, and long-term 
plans to strengthen 
policing and rebuild public 
trust.

“We are working 
on police reform with 
utmost importance. 
But this development 
cannot happen overnight; 
through continuous and 
phased improvement, we 
want to build a people-
friendly police force,” he 

said.
On Rab reform, the 

minister said an elite 
force was necessary in any 
state structure. According 
to him, the force would 
be retained effectively 
through legal review, with 
its name revised and its 
existing manpower and 
logistics used.

The French ambassador 
said France wants to take 
bilateral relations to a 
new height by expanding 
cooperation, noting steps 
already taken to support 

capacity-building at the 
CID’s forensic lab.

Salahuddin also 
sought French technical 
assistance to strengthen 
anti-riot forces, directing 
the police’s Anti-
Terrorism Unit and DMP’s 
Counter Terrorism and 
Transnational Crime 
unit to engage with the 
embassy, and said the 
ministry had approved 
requests for meetings with 
the inspector general of 
police and chiefs of BGB, 
Coast Guard and Ansar.

Police threatened
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“About 25 to 30 police 
came and shouted, ‘Put 
everyone in crossfire,’” he 
told the tribunal.

Police then forced 
open the shop’s shutter, 
dragged them outside, and 
beat them with firearm 
butts.

According to Rahat, 
officers ordered Tayim to 
run.

Moments later, a 
plainclothes officer shot 
him from behind. “He fired 
twice,” Rahat said. “Tayim 
fell immediately.”

Rahat said he tried to 
reach his friend but was 
shot in the foot. Despite 
his injury, he survived.

Video footage presented 
before the tribunal 
reportedly captured parts 
of the incident, including 
officers firing repeatedly 
and warning bystanders 

not to approach the 
wounded.

Rahat later learned that 
Tayim had died from his 
injuries.

He urged the court 
to ensure accountability 
for what he described as 
a brutal crackdown on 
unarmed protesters.

In the case, the accused 
include former Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police 
commissioner Habibur 
Rahman; former DMP 
joint commissioner Sudip 
Kumar Chakraborty; 
former Wari Division 
deputy commissioner 
Iqbal Hossain; former 
Jatrabari police station 
OC Abul Hasan; Inspector 
(investigation) Md Zakir 
Hossain; and six others.

Only Hasan and Zakir 
are in custody, while the 
rest are on the run.

Mohammad 
Selim passes 
away
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Mohammad 
Selim, a 
former 
office 
assistant 
of The 
Daily Star, 
passed away at a hospital in 
Lakshmipur on Saturday. 
He was 63.

He is survived by his 
mother, siblings, and a 
host of relatives and well-
wishers to mourn his 
death.

According to his Daily 
Star colleague Mohammad 
Yusuf, Selim suffered a 
brain stroke at his home 
in Lakshmipur around 
6:00am on Saturday. He 
was immediately taken to 
a local hospital, where he 
breathed his last around 
7:00pm the same day.

His namaz-e-janaza was 
held yesterday morning at 
his village, Palpara. He was 
later buried at his family 
graveyard at Palpara at 
10:30am.

Man killed 
as train runs 
him over in 
Lalmonirhat
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Lalmonirhat

An elderly man was killed 
after being run over by 
a train in Lalmonirhat’s 
Kaliganj upazila yesterday 
morning, police said.

The victim, Ayub Ali, 
60, of the same area, 
died on the spot after 
a Lalmonirhat-bound 
train from Burimari 
ran over him in the 
Sukandighi rail gate 
area in Chalbala union.

According to police 
and locals, Ayub Ali had 
gone to the railway track 
beside his house and 
was lying on it when the 
train approached.

Locals later took the 
body back to his home.

Lalmonirhat Railway 
Police Station OC Pradip 
Kumar Sarkar told The 
Daily Star that family 
members said the 
victim had intellectual 
disability.

Pedestrians navigate around rickshaw vans parked illegally in the middle of a busy stretch of Kazi Nazrul Islam 
Avenue in Dhaka’s Kawran Bazar area. Such obstruction eats into road space and worsens traffic congestion 
amid lax enforcement by authorities. The photo was taken yesterday.
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Fuel crisis deepens amid
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suspension of its depot 
manager Md Al Amin Khan 
and a halt to fuel supply.

According to an 
investigation report seen 
by The Daily Star, two tanks 
had excess fuel while one 
showed a shortfall. In total, 
a mismatch of 12,613 litres 
was identified, said officials.

In Pabna, Narayanganj, 
and Narsingdi, long queues 
were noticed daylong at 
all filling stations, with 
many compelled to return 
without getting fuel.

Md Jahid Hasan, a 
farmer of Islamgati village 
in Pabna Sadar, said, “I am 
unable to till my cropland, 
as none of my three tractors 
is operational amid the 
diesel shortage.”

“I have been going 
from one filling station to 
another, but I am yet to get 
any fuel,” he said yesterday 
noon.

In the coastal districts 
of Khulna, Satkhira, 
and Bagerhat, where 
motorbikes serve as a major 
mode of transport, road 
communication is being 
disrupted amid the severe 
crisis of fuel.

“I used to earn around 
Tk 1,000 daily by carrying 
passengers. But now my 
income has dropped to 
around Tk 150-200 due 
to the fuel crisis,” said 
Alokesh Goldar, a resident 
of Khulna’s Batiaghata 
upazila.

Nazrul Islam, a 

motorcycle rider in 
Narsingdi, said, “I have 
been standing in the queue 
for four hours, and I still 
haven’t received fuel.”

In Kushtia Sadar, 
farmer Mohammad Ali 
of Sonadanga village said 
he had to travel over 15 
kilometres to get only 
two litres of fuel for the 
irrigation pump.

Another farmer, Enamul 
Mollah, of Ghonshgati 
village under Gopalganj 
Sadar, said, “Since filling 
stations are not selling fuel, 
we have to buy it from retail 
shops at higher prices.”

In Shariatpur Sadar, 
farmers demonstrated on 
Saturday night, demanding 
fuel in front of a filling 
station in the Monohorpur 
area

Meanwhile, tanker 
workers in eight northern 
districts began an 
indefinite strike yesterday 
morning to protest the 
imprisonment and fines 
imposed on three of their 
co-workers in Nilphamari 
on Saturday, reports UNB.

Due to the strike, no 
diesel, petrol or octane 
was transported from the 
Railway Head Oil Depot in 
Parbatipur.

Leaders of the Rangpur 
Divisional Tanker Workers 
Union called the strike, 
demanding the release 
of the detained workers 
within 24 hours and the 
removal of Nilphamari 
Nezarat Deputy Collector 

(NDC) Niaz Bhuiyan.
It halted fuel supply 

across Dinajpur, 
Thakurgaon, Panchagarh, 
Rangpur, Nilphamari, 
Gaibandha, Kurigram and 
Lalmonirhat.

According to sources, 
the incident occurred 
when a tanker carrying fuel 
from Parbatipur Railway 
Head Depot developed 
a mechanical fault near 
Nilphamari jail gate while 
on its way to a filling 
station.

A mobile court later 
arrested filling station 
manager Ekramul Haque, 
tanker driver Sri Krishna 
and his assistant Rifat, 
accusing them of stealing 
13 litres of fuel. They were 
sentenced to six months in 
prison and fined Tk 1 lakh.

(Our respective district 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t s 
contributed to the report.)

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

National Citizen Party 
lawmaker Abdul Hannan 
Masud yesterday told the 
Parliament that those 
belonging to Generation 
Z (Gen Z) no longer want 
the Constitution of 1972.

Identifying himself 
as someone who belongs to Gen Z, Hannan 
said, “If you ask what Gen Z wants, they want an 
answer to why, despite being born 30 years after 
independence, they have not had the right to 
vote,” he said.

While speaking in the Parliament during the 
discussion on the President’s address,

Hannan said, “We received a new flag, a map, 
and boundaries. Our forefathers shed blood in 
1971 to build a safe Bangladesh for us. But have we 
received a safe Bangladesh? We have not.”

Referring to the referendum, he asked, “The 
Prime Minister campaigned in favour of the 
referendum. Why must there be any debate about 
it now?”

The NCP leader recalled attacks on him during 
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