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Three killed in 
road crashes
STAR REPORT

Three people, including a four-year-old child, were 
killed and six others injured in road accidents in 
two districts yesterday, according to reports from 
our correspondents.

In Dinajpur, two people were killed and at 
least six others injured when a Dhaka-bound 
bus rammed into a parked sand-laden truck on 
the Dinajpur-Gobindaganj regional highway at 
Chandipur village in Birampur upazila.

Mosharraf Hossain Babu, 57, of Sreenagar 
upazila in Munshiganj, and Azijul Islam, 25, the 
bus driver’s assistant from Sundarpur village in 
Kaharol upazila, died on the spot, said passengers 
and locals.

Inspector (Investigation) Ataur Rahman of 
Birampur Police Station told The Daily Star that 
the accident occurred around 5:30am when a 
coach of Heritage Tour and Travels rear-ended the 
stationary truck.

Firefighters and police took the injured to 
Birampur Upazila Health Complex. Five of them were 
later referred to Rangpur Medical College Hospital.

Police seized both vehicles, the officer said, adding 
that a case was filed with Birampur Police Station, 
accusing the bus driver, who remains at large.

Meanwhile, in Jhenaidah, a four-year-old girl 
was killed after being hit by a three-wheeler in 
Kaliganj upazila.

The victim, Moriyum Khatun Maria, daughter 
of Mannan Sheikh of Bhatadanga village in 
Raygram union, was crossing a paved road near 
her house, said locals. She was declared dead at 
Kaliganj Upazila Health Complex.

Kaliganj Police Station OC Jellal Hossain said 
efforts are underway to identify the driver, who 
fled the scene. Interim govt
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force would be retained 
effectively through legal 
review, with its name 
revised and its existing 
manpower and logistics 
used.

The French ambassador 
said France wants to take 
bilateral relations to a 
new height by expanding 
cooperation, noting steps 
already taken to support 
capacity-building at the 
CID’s forensic lab.

Salahuddin also 
sought French technical 
assistance to strengthen 
anti-riot forces, directing 
the police’s Anti-
Terrorism Unit and DMP’s 
Counter Terrorism and 
Transnational Crime 
unit to engage with the 
embassy, and said the 
ministry had approved 
requests for meetings with 
the inspector general of 
police and chiefs of BGB, 
Coast Guard and Ansar.

Child drowning
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Fakhar Uddin said the 
government considers 
ensuring children’s safety a 
top priority and is working 
to continue community-
based childcare centres. 

He emphasised the 
need for greater family 
awareness to prevent 
waterbodies near homes 
from becoming hazards. 

Noting that around 40 
children die from drowning 
daily in Bangladesh, he 
described it as a “national 
crisis”, as drowning is the 
leading cause of death 
among children aged one 
to five.

“I will carefully consider 
the recommendations from 
this policy dialogue. The 
government is committed 
to including child safety in 
both the national budget 
and policy frameworks,” he 
added.

At the event, Rezaul 
Haque, director (research 
and communication) 
at Somosti, presented a 
research-based policy brief 
that said more than 14,000 
children die from drowning 
each year in Bangladesh.

He noted that proven 
interventions -- such as 
community-based childcare 
centres, swimming training 
and awareness initiatives 
-- have shown success but 
remain largely project-
based and are not included 
in long-term government 
budgets, putting their 
continuity at risk.

He stressed the need 
for sustainable public 
financing and exploration 
of additional funding 
avenues.

The discussion 
highlighted drowning 
as a major public health 
concern, particularly for 
children, and reviewed 
existing government 
initiatives, with officials 
stressing stronger 
coordination.

A panel discussion 
explored pathways for 
sustainable financing, with 
participants underscoring 
the importance of budget 
prioritisation, multi-
stakeholder partnerships 
and scaling up local 
interventions.

Participants also shared 
views during an open 
discussion, before making 
a collective commitment to 
strengthening coordinated 
efforts and ensuring 
sustainable financing for 
drowning prevention.

Prof Dr Kazi Maruful 
Islam of Dhaka University; 
Md Mamunur Rashid, 
joint secretary (World 
Health Wing), Ministry 
of Health; Munira Hasan, 
UNICEF representative; 
Suchi Syed, assistant editor 
of Jugantor; Shahnaz 
Sharmin of Ekattor TV; 
Shahinaz Poly of the 
National Press Club; Dr Al-
Amin Bhuiyan of CIPRB; 
and Rizwanul Haque Khan 
of Synergos also spoke, 
among others.

BTV, Betar, BSS to collaborate
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of the second day of the 
International Strategic 
Communication Summit 
(StratCom) in Istanbul on 
Saturday.

B a n g l a d e s h 
Ambassador to Turkiye, 
M Amanul Haq, also 
attended the meeting.

The two sides discussed 
in detail the exchange 
of modern information 
management systems and 
strategies. 

Under the proposed 
MoU, Bangladesh 

Television (BTV), 
Bangladesh Betar, and 
Bangladesh Sangbad 
Sangstha (BSS) will work 
closely with their Turkish 
counterparts to enhance 
technical expertise and 
professional standards.

During the visit, 
Swapan held a courtesy 
meeting with Turkiye’s 
Foreign Minister 
Hakan Fidan, where 
both sides emphasised 
strengthening bilateral 
ties and cooperation 
on matters of mutual 

interest.
The minister also 

met senior officials of 
Turkiye’s state news 
agency, Anadolu Agency, 
where discussions 
focused on news exchange 
and institutional 
collaboration between the 
two countries’ key news 
agencies.

The information 
minister is expected to 
conclude his visit and 
return to Bangladesh on 
March 30.

Police threatened
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“About 25 to 30 police came 
and shouted, ‘Put everyone 
in crossfire,’” he told the 
tribunal.

Police then forced open 
the shop’s shutter, dragged 
them outside, and beat 
them with firearm butts.

According to Rahat, 
officers ordered Tayim to 
run.

Moments later, a 
plainclothes officer shot 
him from behind. “He fired 
twice,” Rahat said. “Tayim 
fell immediately.”

Rahat said he tried to 
reach his friend but was 
shot in the foot. Despite his 
injury, he survived.

Video footage presented 
before the tribunal 
reportedly captured parts 
of the incident, including 
officers firing repeatedly 
and warning bystanders 

not to approach the 
wounded.

Rahat later learned that 
Tayim had died from his 
injuries.

He urged the court 
to ensure accountability 
for what he described as 
a brutal crackdown on 
unarmed protesters.

In the case, the accused 
include former Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police 
commissioner Habibur 
Rahman; former DMP 
joint commissioner Sudip 
Kumar Chakraborty; 
former Wari Division 
deputy commissioner 
Iqbal Hossain; former 
Jatrabari police station 
OC Abul Hasan; Inspector 
(investigation) Md Zakir 
Hossain; and six others.

Only Hasan and Zakir 
are in custody, while the 
rest are on the run.

Mohammad 
Selim passes 
away
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mohammad 
Selim, a 
former 
office 
assistant 
of The 
Daily Star, 
passed away at a hospital in 
Lakshmipur on Saturday. 
He was 63.

He is survived by his 
mother, siblings, and a 
host of relatives and well-
wishers to mourn his 
death.

According to his Daily 
Star colleague Mohammad 
Yusuf, Selim suffered a 
brain stroke at his home 
in Lakshmipur around 
6:00am on Saturday. He 
was immediately taken to 
a local hospital, where he 
breathed his last around 
7:00pm the same day.

His namaz-e-janaza was 
held yesterday morning at 
his village, Palpara. He was 
later buried at his family 
graveyard at Palpara at 
10:30am.

Man killed 
as train runs 
him over in 
Lalmonirhat
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Lalmonirhat

An elderly man was killed 
after being run over by 
a train in Lalmonirhat’s 
Kaliganj upazila yesterday 
morning, police said.

The victim, Ayub Ali, 
60, of the same area, 
died on the spot after 
a Lalmonirhat-bound 
train from Burimari 
ran over him in the 
Sukandighi rail gate 
area in Chalbala union.

According to police 
and locals, Ayub Ali had 
gone to the railway track 
beside his house and 
was lying on it when the 
train approached.

Locals later took the 
body back to his home.

Lalmonirhat Railway 
Police Station OC Pradip 
Kumar Sarkar told The 
Daily Star that family 
members said the 
victim had intellectual 
disability.

Pedestrians navigate around rickshaw vans parked illegally in the middle of a busy stretch of Kazi Nazrul Islam 
Avenue in Dhaka’s Kawran Bazar area. Such obstruction eats into road space and worsens traffic congestion 
amid lax enforcement by authorities. The photo was taken yesterday.
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