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Councils can also fill the gap in a

holding activities. The council

can plan and arrange whatever is

required for events, suited to the
needs of the students participating.
Kathleen Dhar, the former president
of Holy Cross College, said the
council in her school “executed most
of the big tasks, like planning for

rag day and other events.” Similarly,
Anaya Chowdhury believes that
student councils are best positioned
to promote more student-led
initiatives and clubs. She explains,
“These opportunities allow students to
explore interests, develop leadership,
collaborate with peers, and face their
fears—as | did by joining Model United
Nations (MUN) this year.”

How it might play out -
Once the school administration decides

to greenlight an election, campaigning
will soon start. In this stage, students

as academics.

vote will have questions One of the main jobs of council
who are standing up for the election will . . a members will be using their creativity
o and therefore raise their queries to the : -
learn the necessary skills in advocacy and candidates who are planning to represent and problem-solving skills for the welfare
debate when campaigning them. Therefore. they will develop the of students. This sentiment is shared by
for their candidacy. . ey op Subrata Sutradhar, who says, “We wanted
. skills necessary to make a clear judgment .
Students who will and single out the most qualified to give our students a platform so they
candidate could express ideas, develop leadership
School.s with newspaper clubs will skills, engage in the democratic process
benefit the most, as students of the club of decision-making and also make use of
. ' ; their creativity.”
can contribute directly to the election Anava Chowdhury explained that bein
process by reporting on all the election- ya X y exp ng
related news and therefore help the head girl has strengthened her public
students cast an informed vote speaking and confidence. She exemplifies
Once votina dav arrives stu;ients this by stating, “Organising prefect duties,
can be familia%isezl/with hc;w votes setting routines, and planning initiatives
are carried out and counted. After the like the SAT Prep Club and the,Mth
S Club have taught me leadership, time
voting is over, volunteers can act as management. and teamwork”
observers in the counting process to 9 ’ ’
ensure the election is both free and What to look out for
fair.

Although an election might sound very
festive, arranging one might not be so
straightforward. Zaim, who organised
the South Breeze School student
council election, states, “The process of
arranging a student council election is
always a very difficult endeavour. Yet, we
managed to have a free and fair election.”
It's very important to watch out for the
proper execution of the election, or the
leadership skills. If their voters future legitimacy of the council may be

perceive that they’re not doing questioned due to a lack of interest or
their job properly, they will trust.
have to face criticism and
accountability.

Ishraq Azmaeen, the
president-elect of the South
Breeze School Student
Council, explains what

prompted him to stand in
- theelections:“l decided
to stand for presidency
because | believed every
student had the right to
be heard. Oftentimes,
teachers are dismissive
of students who
require assistance
outside of academics
and are unfair to
students who aren’t
the brightest in terms
of studies.” He has now
pledged to host events
and start clubs so that
his school can focus on
extracurriculars as well

After the results are declared and

the council is established, the members
will benefit the most from the skills they
acquire over time. They have to regularly
sit with others and discuss their agenda
and take action. Besides, they will also
have to listen to their voters, the students,
to understand their demands and work

on them, thereby honing their

Besides, in many schools, councils
may not be fully effective in promoting
student interest due to limited agency.
The councils may be subject to undue
administrative control, hampering their
independence and efficacy. Kathleen
Dhar states, “l wouldn't say the student
council did much to benefit the students
in my institution because mostly the
student council followed orders from the
administration.”

Thus, it is important for a student
council system in a school to have the
proper checks and balances that normally
exist in different branches of power in
a democracy. Or else the council risks
turning into an ineffective medium which
exists solely on paper but has no presence
in practicality in improving student
welfare.
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