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Two die in 
car, battery 
rickshaw 
collision
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Cox’s Bazar

Two passengers of a 
battery-run rickshaw 
were killed and four 
others injured after a car 
hit the three-wheeler 
in Satkania upazila 
on the Chattogram-
Cox’s Bazar highway 
yesterday morning.

“The accident 
occurred around 
9:30am in front of 
Rajmahal Community 
Centre near the 
BOC intersection. 
The impact threw 
the rickshaw some 
distance away, leaving 
it mangled,” said 
Dohazari Highway 
Police Station Officer-
in-Charge Salah Uddin 
Chowdhury.

The deceased were 
identified as Babul Dey, 
55, of Chandanaish 
upazila, and Ranjit 
Dhar, 60, of Satkania.

Police said locals 
rescued six injured 
people and took them 
to Dohazari Health 
Complex. After initial 
treatment, critically 
injured Babul and 
Ranjit were referred to 
Chattogram Medical 
College Hospital, where 
they later died.

DHAKA THURSDAY MARCH 26, 2026 

CHAITRA 12, 1432 BS        9

DIPANKAR ROY

A shortage of diesel supply is 
disrupting irrigation for Boro 
cultivation in Khulna, leaving 
marginal farmers worried about 
losing their crops at a crucial stage.

Abdur Rahman Gazi, a farmer 
from Jaliardanga village in Dumuria 
upazila, cultivated Boro paddy on two 
bighas this season. A brief spell of rain 
a few days ago brought some relief, but 
the fields have dried up again.

Now, he cannot irrigate his land as 
diesel is unavailable.

“I tried several places but could 
not find any fuel. Even nearby 
filling stations are not selling oil in 
containers,” he said.

“If I cannot irrigate now, the 
plants will dry out, panicles will 
not form, and pests may attack. My 
production could be reduced by 
half,” Gazi lamented.

Nearby, farmer Amrito Biswas, 
who cultivated three bighas, said 
irrigation is needed every five days.

“I need about three litres of diesel 
each time, but I have not found any 
for the last 10-12 days,” he said, adding 
that filling stations are supplying fuel 
to vehicles but not to farmers. “In the 
open market, diesel costs Tk 130-
150 per litre. Boro farmers should be 
given priority now; otherwise, we will 
face huge losses.”

In Batiaghata upazila, farmer 
Probir Mondal, who cultivated five 
bighas, said he has been forced to 
buy diesel at higher prices.

“For the last 15 days, I have been 
buying diesel at Tk 130–135 per litre, 
but even that is not always available,” 
he said.

He said one of the two fuel shops 
in Amtala market has already shut 
down amid the shortage and urged 
the authorities to take action.

The shortage is also affecting 
other farm activities.

Visits to different areas across 
Khulna showed a similar picture. 
Many filling stations had little or no 
fuel. Some put up “No fuel available” 
signs, while others restricted entry, 
with staff saying sales would resume 
once fuel supply resumes.

Meanwhile, in Khulna city, long 
queues of vehicles were seen at filling 
stations.

At Maria Filling Station near the 
Joy Bangla intersection, owner Sheikh 
Mizanur Rahman said he received 
only 2,000 litres of octane yesterday.

“This month, I got only 3,000 
litres of petrol,” he said.

While they sell around 2,500–
2,600 litres of octane daily, due to 
the ongoing supply crunch, they are 
rationing fuel — 10 litres for private 
cars, 20 litres for SUVs, and Tk 300 
worth for motorcycles.

According to the Department 
of Agricultural Extension (DAE) in 
Khulna, while Boro cultivation was 
targeted on 2,64,719 hectares this 
season, the actual cultivated area 
reached 2,66,993 hectares.

Officials said most crops are 
now at critical stages — 48 percent 
at panicle initiation, 28 percent at 
booting, 20 percent at tillering, and 
4 percent at flowering stage.

Md Rofiqul Islam, DAE additional 
director in Khulna, claimed diesel 
is available and there would be no 
major disruption.

Md Habibur Rahman, general 
manager (operations) of Meghna 
Petroleum Limited, said there is 
enough fuel in stock, including 
diesel, as supply increased between 
March 20-23.

“We are supplying fuel based on 
demand while also monitoring to 
prevent hoarding,” he added.

Diesel shortage disrupts 
Boro irrigation

Khulna farmers struggle to save crops, fear major losses

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

A fresh spell of hailstorms and 
nor’wester battered Netrakona late 
Tuesday night, damaging over a 
hundred houses and raising fears of 
major losses to Boro paddy across 
several upazilas.

The storm swept through the region 
between 11:00pm and midnight. 
In Monkandia village of Barhatta 
upazila, a 15-minute storm partially 
destroyed more than 100 houses and 
uprooted numerous trees.

Widespread damage was also 
reported in parts of Sadar, Purbadhala, 
Madan, Kendua and Atpara upazilas. 
Hailstones punctured tin roofs of 

hundreds of homes, while standing 
crops were flattened in many fields.

Manik Mia, an affected farmer 
in Monkandia, said, “My house was 
blown away in the sudden storm. I 
somehow survived with my children. 
Many houses in our village have been 

damaged. I don’t know where to live 
with my family now.”

Amirul Islam, deputy director of the 
Department of Agricultural Extension 
in Netrakona, said preliminary 
estimates show around 350 hectares 
of cropland in Madan, Purbadhala, 
Kendua and Sadar have been affected. 

Bedabati Mistry, UNO of Madan 
upazila, said hailstorms have caused 
extensive damage to vegetables and 
other Rabi crops in the area.

Netrakona Deputy Commissioner 
Khandakar Mushfiqur Rahman said 
300–400 hectares of cropland may 
have been damaged, adding that 
final estimates will follow detailed 
assessments.

Hailstorms, nor’wester lash Netrakona
Over 100 homes, Boro paddy damaged


