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Laundering Prevention 
Act and the Prevention of 
Corruption Act.

According to the ACC 
documents, Masud, former 
MP of Feni-3 and proprietor 
of 5M International Ltd, 
along with others, formed 
a manpower business 
syndicate through 
collusion, unlawfully 
monopolised the market, 
and extorted money 
by collecting amounts 
exceeding the government-
fixed fees from workers for 
sending them to Malaysia.

“By using his influence as 
a lawmaker, Masud engaged 
in criminal conspiracy 
and performed activities 
beyond contractual 
terms, receiving illegal 
gratification as a public 
servant. He allegedly 
embezzled a total of Tk 
119.32 crore by collecting 
additional fees from 7,124,” 
said the application.

On Tuesday, Masud was 
arrested from his residence 

at Dhaka’s Baridhara DOHS 
by a team of detectives in 
connection with a case filed 
over human trafficking and 
forgery of documents filed 
with Paltan Model Police 
Station.

He was later placed on a 
five-day remand after being 
produced before the court 
with the remand prayer.

Masud previously 
served as general officer 
commanding of 9 Infantry 
Division in Savar during the 
state of emergency declared 
on January 11, 2007. Later, 
he was appointed chief 
coordinator of the National 
Coordination Committee 
on Serious Crimes and 
Corruption, promoted to 
lieutenant general, and 
posted to the National 
Defence College on June 2, 
2008.

He was transferred 
to the foreign ministry 
and appointed to 
the Bangladesh High 
Commission in Canberra 
on June 8, 2008.
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“These poles reflect poor 
planning and create 
obstacles to smooth traffic 
flow. We are working with 
the relevant authorities to 
remove them,” he said.

Shafiqul also said 
discussions are ongoing 
to expand automated and 
semi-automated traffic 
signal systems across the 
capital, noting that such 
initiatives are already part of 
existing projects.

The measures follow a 
high-level meeting held at 
the Secretariat on March 
24, titled “Reducing Traffic 
Congestion in Dhaka 
City and Modernizing 
Traffic Management,” 
where Prime Minister 
Tarique Rahman directed 
authorities to deliver visible 
improvements within one 
month.

After the meeting, Salam 
said the prime minister has 

repeatedly stressed the need 
to make the city functional.

“Traffic problems 
are being identified, 
and solutions are being 
worked out. Police have 
provided input, and the city 
corporation has its own 
responsibilities. All these 
issues were discussed,” he 
said.

He added that within 
the next month, authorities 
will coordinate efforts to 
reduce congestion and make 
the traffic system more 
functional.

Meanwhile, DNCC 
Administrator Shafiqul 
said the prime minister has 
instructed authorities to 
take step-by-step measures.

He said work will be 
carried out at the local 
level within the given 
timeframe, and actions that 
can most effectively ease 
traffic congestion will be 
prioritised.

Zubaida urges global
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Speaking on inclusive 
and future-oriented 
education, she said her 
work with both social and 
non-profit organisations 
has strengthened her 
commitment to education, 
youth development, and 
public welfare.

She emphasised the 
role of technology in 
bridging gaps, particularly 
in resource-constrained 
settings in education. She 
said the government is 
equipping teachers and 
students with digital tools, 
introducing updated 
curricula, and promoting 
innovative, multimedia-
based learning.

Zubaida also pointed to 

the transformative potential 
of responsible artificial 
intelligence in education 
and stressed the need for 
safe and ethical digital 
environments for children.

Referring to 
Bangladesh’s legacy in 
women’s empowerment, 
she said, “When women 
are empowered, families 
become stronger and 
children thrive.”

She called for 
partnerships with global 
stakeholders to expand 
safe digital spaces, train 
teachers, and improve 
education quality, adding 
that collaboration is key 
to building a resilient, 
compassionate generation 
ready for the future.

15% journos face sexual
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The Sexual Harassment 
Response Protocol sets a 
zero-tolerance approach, 
a w a r e n e s s - b u i l d i n g 
measures, clearer provisions 
on punishment, and steps 
to build an effective support 
network, he added.

The protocol was 
developed under BBC 
Media Action’s project titled 
“Strengthening Women 
Journalists’ Network to 
Tackle Sexual Harassment”, 
with support from the 
Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Office.

Speaking at the launch 
event, Matiur Rahman 
Chowdhury, president of 
the Newspaper Owners’ 
Association of Bangladesh, 
said sexual harassment has 
become a social ill, and the 
protocol would not work if it 
remained confined to paper.

“This cannot be addressed 
through documents alone. 
There must be discussions 
in every newsroom,” he 
said, adding that media 
owners and editors must be 
responsible and that efforts 
should gradually spread to 
the district level.

BBC Media Action 
Bangladesh Country 
Director Al Mamun said the 

protocol was developed to 
help ensure a safer working 
environment in the media 
and would serve as an 
accountability framework 
for media owners and 
management.

“We often say the media 
reflects society. But when 
women’s participation 
remains limited, we must 
question whether the 
environment is supportive,” 
he said.

He added that it would 
only work if institutions 
adopted a zero-tolerance 
approach.

Conducting the 
programme, Women 
Journalists’ Network 
Bangladesh Coordinator 
Angur Nahar Monty 
said incidents of sexual 
harassment often remain 
hidden due to shame and 
social stigma.

“We feel uncomfortable 
and unsafe talking about 
it, but silence only allows 
the problem to continue,” 
she said, adding that the 
protocol was developed 
through consultations with 
women and men in media 
and should be seen as a 
starting point for ensuring 
safer workplaces for all.

Suliman Niloy, who 

prepared the protocol, said 
organisations already have 
legal obligations under 
the High Court directive 
and existing labour laws. 
“This protocol does not 
create new obligations. It 
helps institutions carry out 
existing responsibilities in 
a structured way,” he said.

Shararat Islam, 
communications analyst 
at UN Women Bangladesh, 
said, “We have policies, but 
enforcement is weak. This 
protocol can help bridge 
that gap if organisations 
take it seriously.” 
Implementation by major 
media houses could 
encourage others to follow, 
she added.

Academics, senior 
journalists, development 
partners, and media 
professionals also spoke at 
the programme.

Morar Bhita
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Jagadish Chandra Mandal, 
one of them, said the 
killings were horrific, with 
victims ranging from a 
six-month-old baby to an 
85-year-old man.

Another eyewitness, 
Dhiren Gain, just 12 at 
the time, recalled how he 
escaped.

“My brother and my 
uncle were hiding in this 
jungle. After receiving the 
news of the shooting, I 
jumped into the canal and 
went to Chandrahar from 

there. Later, I got the news 
that my brother and uncle 
had been killed by the 
Pakistan Army.”

Despite the gruesome 
history it carries, the site 
still remains unmarked.

Villagers say their 
demand for a memorial to 
honour and preserve the 
memory of those killed has 
gone unanswered.

Yet, the fear lingers.
Tulsi Das, 62, summed it 

up simply: “We do not go to 
Morar Bhita due to fear and 
panic.”

JS panel flags
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from Jamaat members 
regarding the ordinances 
that were approved by 
consensus. “Those we have 
agreed upon and passed 
did not face any objections 
from them,” he said.

The chairman explained 
that the ordinances 
requiring additional 
scrutiny would undergo 
further examination before 
any final decision is taken. 

He also referred to the 
deadline set by parliament 
for submitting the 
committee’s report by 
April 2.

Zainul Abedin warned 
that failure to submit the 
report within the stipulated 
time would prevent 
parliamentary discussion 
on the ordinances. 

He further noted that, 
under constitutional 
provisions, ordinances 
would automatically lapse 
if no decision is taken 
within one month of the 
commencement of the 
parliamentary session.

Responding to 
questions, he said decisions 
on several key ordinances -- 
including those related to 
the referendum, the Anti-
Corruption Commission, 
police commission, judicial 
appointments and the 
human rights commission 
-- are yet to be finalised.

When asked whether 
there had been any 
proposal to repeal the 
referendum ordinance, 
he said, “We have neither 
proposed to repeal it nor to 
retain it. We have said it can 
be discussed.”

He added that issues 
facing objections could 
still be brought before 
parliament in the form 
of bills after further 
deliberations.

“We want to proceed 
in accordance with the 
Constitution,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Home 
Minister Salahuddin 
Ahmed yesterday said 
the review process of 133 
ordinances issued during 
the tenure of the interim 
government is now at its 
final stage.

“Consensus has already 
been reached on four 
ordinances related to ‘July 
protection’, including 
those providing indemnity 
and support, which will 
be placed in Parliament 
in their existing form,” he 
said, while speaking to 
reporters after a meeting 
of a special parliamentary 
committee.

He said the ordinances 
are being categorised into 
three groups for decision-
making.

He also noted that two key 
considerations are guiding 
the review process: the 
“July National Charter” and 
constitutional compliance.

“We are giving priority to 
the July National Charter. 
Each bill is being considered 
in light of constitutional 
requirements and public 
expectations,” he said.
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Govt committed
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The minister also noted 
that, discarding the VIP 
culture, the lawmakers 
have decided not to accept 
tax-free cars and plot 
facilities. VIP protocols 
have also been slashed 
to ensure austerity in 
government expenditure.

Regarding the health 
sector, Swapan said 
initiatives are underway to 
launch e-health cards and 
recruit one lakh new health 
workers, 80 percent of 
whom will be women.

Meanwhile, to prevent 
worker unrest, around Tk 
2,500 crore was allocated 
to ensure the payment of 
arrears and bonuses before 
Eid-ul-Fitr. Furthermore, 
an honorarium has been 
introduced for religious 
staff of all faiths, including 
4,908 imams, 990 priests, 
144 Buddhist monks, and 
396 church pastors.

He also said the 

government will introduce 
‘pink buses’ for female 
passengers to make their 
daily commutes safer and 
more convenient.

Prime Minister’s 
Adviser Zahed Ur Rahman 
expressed concern over 
the spread of fake news 
using logos that mimic 
established media 
outlets. He stated that the 
government plans to bring 
such deceptive practices 
under a regulatory 
framework.

State Minister for 
Information Yaser Khan 
Choudhury added that 
initiatives have been taken 
to modernise Bangladesh 
Television and Bangladesh 
Betar. 

Regarding the wage 
board for journalists, 
he said it is determined 
by the labour ministry, 
while the information 
ministry can only provide 
recommendations.

Three shown arrested
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The DB also sought a seven-
day remand to interrogate 
them, and the court set 
March 30 for hearing on 
the remand prayer, he 
added.

Jahirul said three 
accused were found 
involved in the attack on 
The Daily Star office during 
the investigation, so he 
applied to the court to 
show them arrested in the 
case.

Earlier, the court fixed 
April 26 for submission of 
the probe report after the 
DB failed to submit the 

report despite two previous 
deadlines.

The Daily Star filed the 
case on December 22 last 
year with Tejgaon Police 
Station against 350–400 
unidentified people under 
the Penal Code, the Anti-
Terrorism Act, the Special 
Powers Act, and the Cyber 
Security Ordinance, over 
the attack on its head office 
in Dhaka’s Tejgaon area.

According to the case 
statement, the estimated 
loss from the attack stands 
at around Tk 40 crore, 
subject to revision following 
further assessment.

Workers unload watermelons from trawlers for sale at temporary wholesale markets 
along Port Road beside the Kirtankhola River in Barishal yesterday. The trawlers collect 
the fruit from coastal areas in Patuakhali and Bhola districts. Depending on size and 
quality, 100 watermelons sell at wholesale prices ranging from Tk 2,000 to Tk 10,000, 
while a labourer earns around Tk 1,000 a day working from morning till night.

PHOTO: TITU DAS


