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5 children killed 
in Jamalpur 
bridge collapse
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

Five children were killed after a floating bridge 
collapsed in Dewanganj upazila, Jamalpur on March 
21, on the day of Eid.

The deceased were identified as Maya Moni, 10; 
Abir Hossain, 8; Khadija Akter, 12; Motaleb Hossain, 
6; and Mrihad, 8.

The incident occurred in front of Dewanganj 
Police Station, where hundreds gathered on the 
bridge, which continued to attract locals despite 
being deemed unsafe.

Witnesses said the bridge gave way under 
excessive pressure, throwing over a hundred people 
into the river. While many managed to swim ashore, 
several children were swept away.

Dewanganj Police Station Officer-in-Charge 
Mansur confirmed the incident.

Dhaka urges
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to a statement from 
Bangladesh’s Permanent 
Mission to the UN.

He urged the 
international community 
to intensify efforts to 
eliminate racism, promote 
equality and uphold 
human dignity worldwide.

Reiterating Bangladesh’s 
constitutional commitment 
to equality and human 
rights, Rahman said the 
country remains firmly 
aligned with all major 
international conventions 
addressing racism and 
racial discrimination. He 
also underscored efforts 
to promote inclusivity, 
peaceful coexistence and 
stronger human rights 
institutions.

Highlighting persistent 
injustices, he pointed to the 

situations in Rakhine state 
of Myanmar and Gaza of 
Palestine, noting that the 
global community is still 
far from achieving the goals 
of the Durban Declaration 
and Programme of Action.

He also drew attention 
to the plight of migrant 
workers, who continue to 
face exclusion, exploitation 
and limited access to justice, 
challenges that undermine 
the UN’s core principles.

“Global unity is essential 
to fight against all kinds 
of racial discrimination, 
including those faced by 
migrant workers,” he said.

Rahman further called 
for greater investment in 
education, decisive action 
against hate speech and 
enhanced intercultural 
dialogue to build a world 
free from racism.

Inu, Menon secure bail in defamation case
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lawyer Mohammad Salim 
told The Daily Star.

“This is the first case in 
which they secured bail 
after their arrest in August 
2024,” Salim said.

The court also granted 
bail to AHM Shamsuddin 
Chowdhury Manik, 

a retired judge of the 
Appellate Division of the 
Supreme Court, in the 
same case following a bail 
petition.

According to the 
defence, Inu is currently 
facing more than 100 cases 
linked to the July uprising. 

Court sources said 

Menon is facing several 
dozen cases filed after the 
uprising.

Inu was arrested on 
August 26, 2024, from a 
relative’s house in Dhaka’s 
Uttara, while Menon was 
arrested from Dhaka’s 
Gulshan on August 22 the 
same year.

The case in which they 
secured bail was filed on 
August 22, 2024, by pro-
BNP lawyer Ziaul Haque.

Case documents state 
that on February 15, 2021, 
speaking at a seminar, Inu 
said, “Ziaur Rahman was not 
a freedom fighter; he was an 
infiltrator in the Liberation 

War.” On July 19, 2013, at 
separate events, Inu and 
Menon made objectionable 
remarks about Ziaur 
Rahman, it said.

The case also alleges 
that the accused made 
defamatory statements 
about the Zia family on 
various occasions.

Savar ‘serial 
killer’ Samrat 
dies at DMCH
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Munshiganj

Moshiur Rahman Khan Samrat -- widely known 
as “Psycho Samrat” -- who is accused of a series of 
brutal killings in Savar, has died.

He was declared dead around 7:30am on Monday 
at Dhaka Medical College Hospital (DMCH).

Confirming the matter, Savar Model Police 
Station Inspector (Operations) Md Helal Uddin said 
the prison authorities informed them that Samrat, 
who had been at Dhaka Central Jail in Keraniganj, 
suddenly experienced severe chest pain early 
Monday.
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Eid brings little joy to 
Manta community
Excluded from govt support, the boat-
dwelling people rely solely on fishing

SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

For the people of the boat-dwelling Manta community in Barishal, Eid celebrations 
are rather short-lived. The hardships they face on a daily basis return the very next 
day.

On Eid day, many Manta families may manage to enjoy chicken and rice. However, 
they revert to their usual meals the following morning. 

For decades, hundreds of Manta people have been living on boats along the 
riverbanks in the region. 

For the floating community, their lives begin and end on water.
More than 500 people from around 115 boats make up the fleet along the 

Bukhainagar River. They travel long distances across the rivers with hooks and nets 
for fishing, their only livelihood.

“With strong winds and good availability of fish in the rivers, this is a busy time for 
us,” said Jasim Uddin, a leader of the fleet.

“On Eid day, we all ate rice with chicken. However, on the next day, we returned to 
our usual meal of watered rice in the morning, and went out fishing in the Tetulia and 
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Road collapses 
before opening, 
2 suspended
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

A project director and an engineer have been 
suspended after a newly constructed road collapsed 
prior to its inauguration last month in Kashimpur–
Dhananjaykhali area under Gazipur City Corporation, 
raising concerns over construction quality.

Mir Shahe Alam, state minister for local 
government, rural development and cooperatives, 
disclosed the development yesterday afternoon 
after visiting the site, acting on the prime 
minister’s directive.

Initial findings point to irregularities, including 
the use of substandard materials, alongside some 
impact from natural causes, he said.

Project director Harun Or Rashid and engineer 
Shamsur Rahman were suspended in this regard.

Following the inspection, the state minister 
handed over their suspension letters to GCC 
administrator Shawkat Hossain Sarkar.

Shahe Alam said multiple probe committees 
had been formed under the previous government, 
but many of their reports were not made public.

To ensure transparency, all previous committees 
have been dissolved and a new seven-member 
high-level committee has been formed and asked 
to submit its report within 15 days.

The road, constructed at a cost of nearly Tk 12 
crore, collapsed shortly after completion due to 
river erosion. On February 15, a section of the road 
in Dhananjaykhali area of Kashimpur caved in. 
The issue drew attention after media reports.SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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One-sided 
polls led to 
July uprising
Says info minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Zahir 
Uddin Swapon yesterday 
said a decade of one-sided, 
non-participatory elections 
paved the way for the July 
2024 uprising.

Speaking as chief guest 
at the unveiling of “Phire 
Dekha Shei Shomoy” by 
Debate for Democracy 
Chairman Hasan Ahmed 
Chowdhury Kiron at 
CIRDAP in Dhaka, he 
alleged that the 10th, 11th 
and 12th parliamentary 
polls were “detached from 
the people”.

“The 151 uncontested 
seats and the culture of 
midnight voting severely 
damaged the country’s 
democracy,” he said.

Citing personal 
experience, Swapon 
claimed he was kept under 
house arrest for nearly 40 
days during a “midnight 
election”, while his 
supporters were detained.
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