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Manjur elected
president, Liton

GS of DUJA

M

Manjur Hossain
DU CORRESPONDENT

The Dhaka University Journalists’
Association (DUJA) has elected a
new executive committee for 2026,
with Manjur Hossain Mahi of Kaler
Kantho as president and Liton Islam
of Star News as general secretary.

The clection took place yesterday
at the association’s office at the
Teacher-Student Centre (TSC) on the
Dhaka University campus. The results
were announced around 3:00pm by
Chief FElection Commissioner Nurul
Karim Bhuiyan, a former DUJA
president and currently the deputy

commissioner of Gazipur.

Others elected to the committee
Mahathir
Mohammed (The Daily Star), Joint
Rahad Uddin
(Daily Janakantha), Treasurer Neimur
Rahman Emon (The Daily Observer),
Office Secretary HM Khalid Hasan
and Executive
Members Borhan Uddin (Channel 24),
Samsuddoza Nabab (Dhaka Tribune),
and Mohammad Shahedul

are  Vice  President

General  Secretary

(Desh  Rupantor),

(Times of Bangladesh).

Khalilur, UNCTAD

FROM PAGE 3

Grynspan, who was previously vice
president of Costa Rica, is a candidate for
the position of secretary-general of the
United Nations, while Foreign Minister
Rahman is a candidate for the president
of the 8lst session of the UNGA.

The two officials discussed their

respective candidatures.

Ambassador Salahuddin Noman
Chowdhury, permanent representative
of Bangladesh to the United Nations,
was present during the meeting.

Liton Islam

STAR REPORT

At least 31 percent of garment factories in
six key industrial belts have yet to pay Fid
bonuses to workers as of yesterday (March
17, 2026), despite the government set
deadline already expired, according to an
intelligence agency report.

The report also says that at least 12
percent of factories did not even pay

Says intelligence report

come out onto the streets, it can create a
significant situation,” he said.

According to him, both the ministry
and law enforcement agencies have taken
initiatives, while coordination is ongoing
with industry associations, including
the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association, Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufacturers and Exporters
Association, and Bangladesh Textile Mills

1% of RMG factories
in 6 key zones yet to
pay Eid bonus

factories paid wages, while around 850
paid bonuses.

In Dhaka metropolitan area, 436 out
of 522 factories paid wages and 360 paid
bonuses.

In Narayanganj, 349 out of 395 factories
paid wages and 272 paid bonuses.

In Chattogram, 433 out of 487 factories
paid wages and 340 paid bonuses. In
Mymensingh, 125 out of 140 factories paid

Gazipur,

bonuses.

Islam

Industrial police officials,
said pressure was being maintained on
factories that failed to clear wages and
bonuses by yesterday.

Ahead of Fid-ul-Fitr,
ministry had set a strict deadline for
factories to pay February wages by March
9 and bonuses by March 12.

Bangladesh Bank also issued a circular
allowing one month’s wage-equivalent

wages for February by yesterday in Dhaka,
Ashulia-Savar,
Chattogram and Mymensingh.

According to the intelligence agency,
there are 3,429 garment factories in these
six regions. Of them, 3,014 factories had
paid wages till yesterday, while only 2,388
had paid Fid bonuses.

That means 87.89 percent of factories
cleared wages and 69.2 percent paid

Narayanganj,

however,

the labour

loans for export-oriented factories.

factories.

Gazi Jashim Uddin, additional inspector
general of the Industrial Police, said the
overall situation in the garment sector was
expected to remain manageable, although
isolated problems might arise in some

“You know the number of factories

is huge. Even if only one percent face
problems over wages or bonuses, that
still means several factories. If even five
factories have disputes and workers

Association.
“Most factories have already cleared
wages for January and February. Only
a small number remain,
payments are expected to be completed
soon,” Jashim added.
The intelligence report shows that out
of 689 garment factories in Ashulia and
Savar, 607 had paid wages and 469 had
paid Fid bonuses by Monday.
In Gazipur and Tongi, 1,064 out of 1,196

and those

wages, while 98 paid Fid bonuses.
Earlier, in a report on March 8, the

home

ministry
tripartite talks involving owners, workers
and the government to resolve disputes

had recommended

at vulnerable factories, alongside tighter

surveillance in garment zones and extended
banking hours to facilitate payments. It
also warned that workers denied dues

might gather on highways or at key public

points to press their demands.

STAR REPORT

Nine killed in road
accidents in Tangail,
Kishoregan;j

correspondent.

At least nine persons were Killed in separate road
accidents in Tangail and Kishoreganj districts
yesterday and the day before.

In Tangail, three people were killed as a CNG-
run auto-rickshaw collided with an oncoming,
Jamalpur-bound bus of Rajib Paribahan near
Nolia Grameen Bank area in Dhanbari upazila
around 3:30pm yesterday, reports our Jamalpur

The bus fled the scene immediately afterward.

The deceased were identified as: Akbar Ali, 55,
auto-rickshaw driver and resident of Dhanbari;
Omar Faruk, 50, and Khokon Mia, 45, both
residents of Sarishabari upazila of Jamalpur and
passengers of the auto-rickshaw.

Akbar Ali died on the spot, while the two others
succumbed to their injuries after being taken to
Dhanbari Upazila Health Complex.

The bodies will be handed over to families
after legal procedures. Police were trying to locate

SEE PAGE 9 COL 7

China is our true
friend: Shahqur

Wen present.

He said China had never
Bangladesh’s internal affairs and had proven to
be a dependable development partner. “Some
countries interfere at will after taking everything
from Bangladesh without offering anything in
return. But China does not do that,” he said.

Referring to five decades of ties, he said China
recognised Bangladesh in 1976 and has since
become one of its largest development partners,
contributing to major infrastructure projects.

of the Opposition Shafiqur Rahman yesterday
described China as a “true friend” of Bangladesh,
calling for expanded initiatives for public welfare.
Shafiqurmade theremarksatafooddistribution
programme for underprivileged people at Adarsha
High School ground in Mirpur-10. The event
was jointly organised by Jamaat and the Chinese
Embassy in Dhaka, with Chinese Ambassador Yao

interfered in

SEE PAGE 9 COL 6

ICU services resume after a
year following infant’s death

FROM PAGE 3
The incident triggered
outrage and grief, drawing
the attention of higher
authorities.

Health Minister Sardar
Md Sakhawat Husain,
accompanied by  the
health secretary and other
senior officials, visited
the hospital on Monday
night and assured that ICU
operations would resume
within a day.

“The condition of the
boy was very critical and
he required ICU support.
But the ICU at this hospital
remained inoperative...
Other hospitals usually do
not take patients with such
infectious diseases,” the
minister told reporters.

ICUs with a total of
240 beds were established
in hospitals across 22
districts between 2020 and
2023 under the Covid-19
Emergency Response and
Pandemic  Preparedness
(ERPP)  Project, largely
funded by the World Bank.

More than 1,000 staff
members, including
medical officers  and
technicians, were recruited
to operate the units.

At IDH, a five-bed
ICU was set up under
the project and became
operational in 2021 with
12 doctors, according to
sources at the hospital and
the Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS).

However, contracts of

the ICU non-functional.

Hospital sources said
they had written on
several occasions to the
higher authorities seeking
manpower to run the ICU,
but to no avail.

The ICU and High
Dependency  Unit  are
located on the fourth floor
of the hospital.

During a visit to the unit
yesterday at noon, a nurse
told this correspondent it
had already been cleaned in
preparation for reopening.

“Upon instructions from
the health minister, we have
already taken the necessary

preparations to resume
ICU operations today
[Tuesday],” said Tanzina

“We came here the workforce, including Jahan, superintendent of
after  learning  about those at IDH, expired the hospital. )
the incident.. We will in June 2024. The She added that four
resume ICU operations by interim government doctors have been attached
tomorrow [March 17]by any neither renewed these to the hospital and a
means, including attaching  contracts nor appointed roster of nurses has been
doctors,” he added. replacements, rendering prepared to run the ICU.
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Memo No. 45.33.6123.002,14.001.26/11

Invitation for e-Tender OTM/NCT

Date: 08.03.2026

of follow iﬂg works:

No. 01/2025-2026 (LGCRRP)

e-Tenders are invited in the National e-GP System Portal (www_eprocure.gov.hd) for the procurement

Sl lender 11>
No. & Pkg No.

Name of works

Tender
secunty

I'ender Tender
document closing
selling last & opening

date date &

& time tme

Upgrading of Uni-block road 1.

01

1235066
LGCRRP/
Gouripur/
2025-26/
w7

Shahid Harun Park Sarok starting
from bazaar main road to Bijoy 71
Sriti Shoudho (West site) ch-0.00m
to 108.0m, 2. In front of Bijoy 71
Sriti Shoudho starting from Press
Club Mur to Gobindobari (North
site) ch-0.0m to 60.0m, 3. Mohila
College Road starting from Bijoy 71
Mur to Mohila College (West Site)
ch-0.00m o ¢h-90.0m, under
Ciouripur Pourashava, Dist.
Mymensingh.

1.00,000.00

30.03.2026
16,00

31.03.2026
14.00

This is an online tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in the National e-GP System Portal and
no offline/hard copy will be accepted. To submit e-Tenders, registration required in the National e-GP
System Portal (www.eprocure.gov.bd).
The tender security and the fee of downloading e-Tender document to be deposited online through any
registered Bank to CPTU. Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System
Portal and from e-GP help desk (helpdeskigleprocure. gov.bd).
Payment to be made subject to availability of Fund.

Aot

Md. Aminul Islam
Executive Engineer (In-charge)
Gouripur Pourashava
Dist: Mymensingh

GD-636

Death anniv ol Abul Mansur Ahmad today
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Abul  Mansur  Ahmad
wrote about the language
issue from the early 1940s
and contributed to the
Language Movement as the
editor of the Ittehad.

A very  successful
politician, Abul Mansur
Ahmad played a key role
in the formation of the
Awami Muslim League. He
served as vice-president of
the organisation from 1953
0 1958.

Abul Mansur Ahmad was
the author of the famous

Ekush ~ Dafa  (21-point
programme) clection
manifesto of Jukta Front in
the 1954 election through
which the Muslim League
was ousted from power.

The Ekush Dafa was
the first comprehensive
articulation of the political,
economic and cultural
demands of the Bangalees
of the then eastern part of
Pakistan.

He was elected a member
of East Bengal Provincial
Assembly in that election,
and served as health

Fid exodus in full

FROM PAGE 3

such as Sylhet, Chattogram,
Barishal, and Khulna.
Passenger movement also
increased at Gabtoli and
Mohakhali bus terminals.

Many travellers booked
tickets in advance to avoid
last-minute mishaps, while
others queued at counters
in search of seats.

At Gabtoli and
Mohakhali terminals,
passengers without prior
bookings said they were
struggling to secure tickets
amid the rush.

Some transport
operators said  services
of certain less popular
bus  companies  have
been limited due to fuel
shortages, reducing trips
on some routes.

Meanwhile, passenger
pressure has also increased at
railway stations and domestic
airports, where advance
bookings increased in recent

days ahead of the Eid rush.
At Sadarghat Launch
Terminal, the capital’s

main river port, passenger
numbers have been rising
steadily, with people heading
to southern districts.

Rows of launches were
seen anchored at the
pontoons as passengers
crowded the terminal from
noon, travelling to Barishal,
Bhola, Chandpur, Hatiya,
Jhalakathi, and Patuakhali.

A total of 174 launches
will operate on 37 routes
from Sadarghat this Fid,
officials said.

Many passengers said
they prefer  waterways
during FEid for comfort and
convenience, especially
when travelling with family.

“I am going to my village
home to spend Eid with my
family. The crowd is heavy,
but that is expected,” said
Sohel Rana, a Barishal-
bound passenger.

Another passenger,
Ridwan Ahmed, said he
prefers  launches  due
to safety concerns on
highways and ease of travel.

To manage the
surge, authorities have
introduced measures at the
terminal.

According to
Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority
official Mohammad

Mobarak Hossain, these
include free porter services,
wheelchairs, and trolleys.

He said launch fares
have been reduced by 10
percent for Fid.

Security  has  also
been strengthened, with
personnel from Dhaka
Metropolitan Police,
Bangladesh Coast Guard,
Rab, River Police, and Ansar
deployed at the terminal.

Control rooms, mobile
teams, and mobile courts
have also been set up to
monitor operations and
ensure passenger safety,

reports BSS.
Sadarghat Police
Outpost in-charge Sajib

Ahmed said 221 police
personnel  have  been
deployed (o prevent theft,
snatching, and harassment.

“We are maintaining strict
vigilance so that passengers

are not overcharged or
harassed,” he said.
Meanwhile, the

outbound rush has eased
traffic in parts of Dhaka,
giving the city an unusually
quiet appearance.

Roads that typically
remain congested during
workdays are seeing smooth
traffic flow as residents
continue to leave the city.

“I travelled from
Farmgate to Matijheel with
very little traflic today. We
rarely see Dhaka like this,”
said Mohammad Polash of
Indira Road.

minister in the United
Front cabinet under Sher
e-Bangla AK Fazlul Hug.
In 1955, he was elected
a member of Pakistan
Constituent Assembly.

He was the minister for
education in the United Front
government of Fast Pakistan
in 1956 and the minister for
commerce and trade in 1956-
1957. After the promulgation
of martial law by Ayub Khan
in 1958, he was imprisoned
and subsequently released in
1962.

He then retired from

politics.
Abul Mansur Ahmad
was known for  his

strong stand in favour of
regional autonomy of Fast
Pakistan. He also made
remarkable contributions to
industrialisation of the long
neglected Fast Pakistan.

He always propagated
secularism in a manner
unparalleled in the forties,
fifties and sixties.

Ahmad’s  publications
include great satires like
“Aina”, “Asmani Purdah”,
“Gulliverer Safar Nama” and

“Food Conference”. He also
penned insightful works
on the social and political
history of Bengal, such as
“Bangladesher Culture”. He
has two autobiographical
writings - “Atma Katha”
and “Amar Dekha Rajnitir
Panchash Bachar”.

Abul Mansur Ahmad
was born in 1898 in
Dhanikhola  village of

Trishal, Mymensingh.

Bangla Academy
has published Ahmad’s
writings which are available
in four volumes now.
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