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He noted that during 
Chinese President 
Xi Jinping’s visit to 
Bangladesh in 2016, 
projects worth about $20 
billion were discussed. 
However, projects worth 
only around $8.2 billion 
have progressed so far.

The two sides discussed 
the status of those projects 
and ways to accelerate their 
implementation.

Bangladesh is 
interested in more Chinese 
investment, particularly in 
industrial sectors, he said.

Discussions were also 
held on forming a working 
group involving the 
Bangladesh government, 
the Chinese government 
and Chinese companies 
to explore ways to boost 
investment, he added.

Uttara mall
FROM PAGE 3

clashes, Uttara West Police 
Station OC Kazi Rafiq 
Ahmed told The Daily Star.

Police have detained 12 
people for interrogation, 
and the process of filing a 
case is underway, the OC 
said. “We have not found 
any truth to the claim that 
a rickshaw-puller died 
or was injured,” the OC 
added.

Police sources said 
the unrest began after 
an altercation between a 
rickshaw-puller and a mall 
security guard. Following 
this, rickshaw or auto-
rickshaw pullers, along 
with a group of people, 
launched the attack.

Md Sakib, an employee 
of a clothing store on the 
first floor, said the mall was 
bustling with Eid shoppers 
around 11:30pm when a 
woman spread the rumour 
of the death.

“The mall’s central PA 
system announced that 
the front gate was broken 
and urged everyone to use 
the rear exit. Many of us 
managed to escape, but 
some were trapped as the 
mob moved towards the 
back,” Sakib said, noting 
that ground-floor shops 
suffered extensive damage.

Following the vandalism, 
the shopping mall 
authorities decided to keep 
all shops closed yesterday.

Cancel trade deal
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led by Prof Muhammad 
Yunus.

According to them, a true 
reciprocal trade agreement 
should ensure equality 
between both countries. 
However, in the 32-page 
document, the phrase 
“Bangladesh shall” appears 
158 times, while “United 
States shall” appears only 
nine times.

Abdullah Al Kafee Ratan, 
general secretary of CPB, 
said Bangladesh must give 
tariff concessions on 6,710 
American products, while 
it would receive benefits for 
only 1,638 products in the 
US market.

Citing a CPD research, 
he said Bangladesh could 
lose about Tk 13.27 billion 
in annual import duty 
revenue.

Bazlur Rashid Firoz, 
general secretary of the 
Bangladesh Samajtantrik 
Dal, alleged that the 
agreement would force 
Bangladesh to buy certain 
products from the US at 

higher prices, including 
wheat, cotton, chemicals, 
industrial goods, liquefied 
natural gas and defence 
equipment.

The leaders also said one 
clause requires Bangladesh 
to follow US trade 
restrictions if Washington 
imposes sanctions on 
another country for 
national security reasons.

They argued this could 
force Bangladesh to join 
sanctions against countries 
such as China or Russia, 
contradicting its neutral 
foreign policy.

Gonotantrik Biplobi 
Party General Secretary 
Mosharrefa Mishu accused 
Khalilur Rahman -- who 
served as national security 
adviser during the interim 
government -- of playing 
the main role in signing the 
agreement and demanded 
his removal.

Need
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Yasushi Ueki, president 
of the Bangkok Research 
Centre of IDE-JETRO, 
discussed lessons from 
industrial development 
in ASEAN and East 
Asia, noting the role of 
infrastructure development, 
foreign investment, and 
supplier networks in 
integrating countries into 
global production systems.

P o l i c y m a k e r s , 
diplomats, academics, and 
development partners from 
Bangladesh and Japan 
attended the seminar.

Govt appoints VCs
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and a professor of physics at 
DU, as the next VC of Dhaka 
University.

Obaidul Islam previously 
served as convener of DU 
Sada Dal and currently holds 
the post of education affairs 
secretary of the BNP central 
committee. 

He is also president of 
the University Teachers’ 
Association of Bangladesh, 
aligned with the BNP bloc.

Mohammad Faridul 
Islam, a professor of the 
marketing department at 
Rajshahi University, has 
been appointed VC of RU. He 
currently serves as general 
secretary of Zia Parishad at 
the university.

At Jagannath University, 
Prof Rais Uddin, chairman 
of the Islamic Studies 
Department, has been 
appointed VC. He is president 
of the Jagannath University 
Teachers’ Association and 
general secretary of Sada 
Dal -- the pro-BNP teachers’ 
alliance -- at the university.

Following Obaidul’s 
appointment, Mohammad 
Siddiqur Rahman Khan 
has been selected as VC of 
Bangladesh Open University. 
He was also associated with 
DU Sada Dal.

Meanwhile, Mohammad 
Nurul Islam, pro-VC of 
National University of 
Bangladesh, has been 
appointed VC of Dhaka 
Central University, a newly 
established institution 
formed by integrating seven 
colleges in the capital. 

He previously served 
as general secretary of 
Jatiyatabadi Shikkhak 
Forum, a pro-BNP 
teachers’ organisation, at 
Jahangirnagar University.

Prof Mohammad Al 
Forkan, founding chairman 

of Genetic Engineering and 
Biotechnology Department 
at Chittagong University, 
has been appointed VC of 
the university. He currently 
serves as senior vice-
president of the Chittagong 
University Jatiyatabadi 
Teachers’ Forum.

In addition, Prof 
Mohammad Masud has been 
appointed VC of Khulna 
University of Engineering 
and Technology. He was 
earlier appointed KUET VC 
following the July uprising 
but was removed from the 
post in April last year amid 
student protests.

Asked whether political 
affiliations influenced the 
appointments, Milon said 
involvement in politics does 
not disqualify a candidate.

“Is it a crime if a person is 
involved in politics?” he said.

He said the government 
reviewed candidates’ 
research output, 
publications, citations, 
academic qualifications, 
PhD and post-doctoral 
work before making the 
appointments.

An investigation by this 
newspaper in December 
2024 found that during the 
interim government, at least 
30 of 47 vice-chancellors 
and 18 pro-vice-chancellors 
and treasurers appointed 
across 40 positions had links 
to pro-BNP and pro-Jamaat 
teachers’ organisations.

With the latest eight 
appointments, the newly 
formed BNP-led government 
has also selected academics 
with similar affiliations.
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27th death 
anniversary 
of Asiruddin 
Ahmed today
CITY DESK

The 27th 
death 
anniversary 
of 
Asiruddin 
Ahmed, 
former 
co-operative inspector of 
Rangpur, will be observed 
today.

To mark the occasion, 
Quran Khwani, special 
prayers, and an iftar mehfil 
will be held after Asr 
prayers at the deceased’s 
residence, “Ahmed House”, 
House No. 3, Road No. 228, 
Mulatole, Rangpur.

Relatives, neighbours 
and well-wishers have 
been requested to attend 
the programme and pray 
for the salvation of the 
departed soul.

Long route bus
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is Tk 900. There is no 
question of charging Tk 
1,200. However, during Eid, 
if someone willingly pays 
extra, we may accept it.” 

A ticket seller from Taqwa 
Paribahan in Mirpur-10, 
requesting anonymity, said, 
“The fare is a little higher 
because there are fewer 
buses and demand is high 
during Eid.”

Saiful Alam, general 
secretary of Dhaka Bus 
Owners Association, said 
operators cannot charge 
fares higher than the BRTA-
approved rates for non-AC 
buses, while there is no 
fixed fare for AC buses.

He hopes the situation 
will improve and more 
buses will operate with the 
fuel rationing system being 
lifted since Saturday night.

Country lost
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billions of taka through 
platforms such as 
MTFE and controversial 
e-commerce ventures.

Quoting a Global 
Financial Integrity report, 
he said an average of $8.27 
billion was syphoned 
out of Bangladesh 
annually between 2009 
and 2018 through trade 
misinvoicing. 

He noted that the Penal 
Code of 1860 is inadequate 
for tackling modern 
white-collar crime, and 
reforms are underway.

The minister proposed 
four measures to curb 
global fraud: wider 
research and strategic 
i n fo r m a t i o n - s h a r i n g , 
stronger global and 

regional cooperation 
platforms, AI-based 
monitoring systems, and 
enhanced judicial and law 
enforcement capacity for 
swift punishment. 

“We have adopted a 
zero-tolerance policy to 
ensure financial and digital 
security. But because of 
the global nature of these 
crimes, it is not possible 
to eradicate them without 
cross-border cooperation,” 
the home minister said.

The two-day summit is 
being attended by home 
ministers, policymakers, 
and heads of international 
organisations. Salahuddin 
is scheduled to hold a 
bilateral meeting today 
with the UK minister of 
state for the Home Office.


