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Govt to review lottery 
system: Milon

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government will review the existing 
lottery system for school admissions and 
gather public opinion before deciding 
on the policy for the January 2027 
academic session, Education Minister 
ANM Ahsanul Haque Milon said 
yesterday.

The minister made the remarks in 
parliament on the second day of the first 
session of the Jatiya Sangsad in response 
to a question from Cumilla-4 lawmaker 
Hasnat Abdullah.

During the discussion, Hasnat raised 
concerns about the impact of replacing 
the merit-based admission process with 
a lottery system.

The lawmaker asked whether the 
government had any plan to return to 
merit-based admissions in schools.

Milon said he personally did not 
consider the lottery system a logical 
approach, adding that it had been 
introduced by the previous government 
to address admission complexities in 
densely populated urban centres such as 
Dhaka.
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Wasim Mia, a resident 
of Bohuli village in 
Purbadhala upazila, said, 
“Our house has been 
blown away by the storm. 
I do not know where to go 
with my wife and children 
for shelter. Everything 
inside the house has been 
soaked and ruined. Eid is 
approaching, and I have no 
idea how I will repair the 
house or run my family.”

Sukhmoy Sarkar, acting 
deputy commissioner in 
Netrakona, said necessary 
measures will be taken by 
the district administration 
after all information is 
gathered.
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People cross a waterlogged section of the road at Prabartak Mor in Chattogram city yesterday. As part of an 
excavation project in the area, a temporary dam was placed in a canal, which caused the waterlogging.
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One dies, 
another goes 
missing 
in storm
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Lalmonirhat

A boatman died and 
another person went 
missing after being 
caught in a storm and 
hailstorm in Chilmari 
upazila of Kurigram on 
Saturday night.

The deceased -- 
Mintu Mia, 41 -- was 
from Gazirpara village.

Farid Uddin, 43, of 
the same area, remained 
missing in the incident 
that took place at 
Gazirpara boat ghat in 
Chilmari. 

Locals said shortly 
after the Taraweeh 
prayers on Saturday 
night, a sudden strong 
storm began. At that 
time, Mintu Mia went to 
the Gazirpara boat ghat 
to tie his boat safely. 

There he was caught 
in the storm and went 
missing. Later his 
body was recovered 
from a sandbar in the 
Brahmaputra River.

Everyone at the 
ghat managed to move 
quickly to safer places, 
but Farid Uddin, who 
was present there, did 
not return. 

No trace of Farid 
Uddin had been 
found until yesterday 
afternoon.

In-Charge of Chilmari 
River Police Outpost, 
Golam Mawla Shah, 
said the river police are 
assisting locals in the 
rescue efforts.


