
NEWS

It poses a serious risk
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Bangladesh was expecting 
24–25 LNG shipments 
during March, April and 
May, he said, adding that 
at least 18 of them were 
supposed to pass through 
the Strait of Hormuz. If 
the war continues, many 
shipments may not arrive.

Masrur said Bangladesh 
had only recently begun 
to see stability after a 
macroeconomic crisis that 
started in June–July 2022. 
Foreign exchange reserves 
rose from around $18–19 
billion to $29 billion over 
the past 18 months.

However, higher energy 
prices could again put 
pressure on the balance of 
payments, exchange rate 
and inflation, he said.

Energy expert Shafiqul 
Alam said Bangladesh 
spends nearly $20 billion 
annually on imported 
energy and electricity, 
making it vulnerable to 
global disruptions.

He said the government 
has so far bought five LNG 
cargoes from the spot 
market at prices ranging 
from $20.76 to $28.28 per 
MMBtu.

During April–June last 
year, Bangladesh imported 
77 billion cubic feet of LNG 
to meet peak summer 
demand, he said. 

If the same amount 
is imported this year 
at $20 per MMBtu, the 
government will have to 
provide $1.08 billion in 
subsidies, he added. 

If the price rises to $25, 
the subsidy requirement 
will increase to around 
$1.44 billion, he said.

Shafiqul warned that 
electricity demand could 
exceed 18,000 megawatts 
this summer, increasing 
the risk of load-shedding if 

fuel supply is disrupted.
Former BAIRA secretary 

general Shamim Ahmed 
Chowdhury Noman said 
the conflict could also 
affect labour migration 
and remittance.

He said 11–12 lakh 
Bangladeshis go abroad for 
work every year, while over 
the past four years around 
40–48 lakh people have 
been involved in overseas 
employment linked to 
remittance.

However, flight 
movement has become 
restricted and many 
workers are stuck in the 
migration pipeline, while 
some passengers travelling 
to Qatar were sent back to 
Bangladesh, he said.

Former BGMEA director 
Shams Mahmud said 
Bangladesh’s key export 
advantage is speed to 
market, particularly for low-
cost products for Europe.

However, shipping 
disruptions could delay 
deliveries and push buyers 
towards competitors 
such as Turkey, Egypt and 
Morocco, he said. 

International relations 
expert Prof Sabab Khan 
said the crisis should not be 
seen as a short-term shock. 
Even if there is a ceasefire, 
the impact could become 
structural within months 
as supply chains, sourcing 
patterns and energy 
markets change.

He also said the Middle 
East may increasingly move 
towards technology and 
automation, which could 
reduce dependence on 
foreign labour and affect 
migrant-sending countries.

Energy researcher 
Mollah Amzad Hossain 
and Fahim Mashroor, co-
coordinator of Voice for 
Reform, also spoke.
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couldn’t buy many books,” 
she said. “But if I hadn’t 
come at all, it would have 
felt like missing out on 
something important.”

According to 
information collected 
from 269 participating 
publishers, total sales 
during the 17-day fair stood 
at around Tk 8 crore.

The fair hosted 584 
participating institutions, 
including 570 publishing 
houses. Based on the 
available data, the fair 
management committee 
estimated that total sales 
across all publishers would 
reach about Tk 17 crore.

Selim Reza, member 
secretary of the fair 
management committee, 
said in many cases 
publishers with fewer stall 
units recorded higher sales 
than those with larger stalls.

Mahrukh Mohiuddin, 
managing director of The 
University Press Limited, 
said the overall sales 

situation was alarming.
“Compared with normal 

years, book sales this year 
were about 70 percent 
lower,” he said. “Nearly 90 
percent of participating 
publishers could not even 
recover the basic cost 
of building their stalls. 
Around 30 percent sold 
books worth less than Tk 
5,000.”

He said the decline is 
part of an ongoing trend.

“Political and economic 
instability already reduced 
sales at the 2025 fair 
by about 60 percent 
compared to 2024,” he said. 
“This year, the situation 
worsened further. In fact, 
the business environment 
was worse than during the 
pandemic-era fair of 2021.”

According to the fair’s 
information centre, 2,007 
new books were submitted 
during the event, though 
the actual number may be 
higher as not all publishers 
deposit copies of their 
books with the centre.
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Dust pollution worsens 
air quality in Khulna

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

Khulna has been witnessing a steady 
deterioration in air quality due to 
dust pollution, raising concerns 
among residents, environmentalists 
and public health experts.

While Dhaka has long been 
labelled one of the most polluted 
cities, recent data suggest that 
Khulna at times even surpasses the 
capital in hazardous air conditions.

Experts said the worsening 
air pollution is the result of a 
combination of factors, including 
nearby brick kilns, unpaved 
or damaged roads, unchecked 
construction activities and 
emissions from ageing vehicles.

According to Switzerland-based 
air quality monitoring organisation 
IQAir, Khulna recorded an Air 
Quality Index (AQI) of 279 at 
10:00am on December 20, much 
higher than Dhaka’s 202 at the 
same time. An AQI reading above 
200 is considered very unhealthy, 
while levels exceeding 300 fall into 
the hazardous category.

Despite a plan supported by 
the World Health Organization to 
transform Khulna into a healthier 
urban environment by 2027, air 
quality remains alarmingly poor.

Development works under the 
Khulna City Corporation, Khulna 
Water Supply and Sewerage 
Authority and Khulna Development 
Authority have left large sections 
of city roads dug up for months, 
creating widespread dust pollution.

Major projects include a Tk 
823-crore drainage initiative, a 

Tk 607-crore road development 
programme, a Tk 2,300-crore 
sewerage system project, a Tk 
259-crore road widening project and 
additional development activities 
worth about Tk 650 crore by 
other agencies. Poor coordination 
and prolonged implementation, 
particularly during the dry season, 

have intensified the dust problem 
across the city.

Abdul Karim Hawlader, a 
shopkeeper near Sonadanga 
Women’s Sports Complex, said large 
pits dug by ongoing sewerage works 
have left the road surface broken in 
the area, worsening the situation 
in recent months. “Hundreds of 

vehicles use the route daily, causing 
dust to engulf the area. Customers 
avoid staying long, and I often suffer 
from coughing and eye irritation.”

Shamima Begum, a resident of 
Bastuhara area, said her children 
frequently have breathing 
difficulties, especially during the 
dry season.

Mahfuzur Rahman Mukul, 
divisional coordinator of 
Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers 
Association, said institutional 
failures are turning Khulna into 
another pollution hotspot.

Dr Sujat Ahmed, deputy director 
of Khulna Medical University, said 
air pollution can trigger cough, 
asthma and respiratory infections, 
particularly among children and 
the elderly.

Executive Magistrate and Chief 
Waste Management Officer Kohinur 
Jahan of KCC said cleanliness drives 
are being carried out across the 
city. “Contractors have also been 
instructed to promptly remove soil 
and construction waste generated 
from public works,” she said.

She urged residents and 
developers to avoid dumping 
construction materials on roads.

Khandaker Md Fazlul Hoque, 
director of the Department of 
Environment in Khulna, said they 
have already discussed the matter 
with all relevant stakeholders.

“It is not possible for our 
department alone to control 
the situation. Although we are 
conducting regular drives and 
fining polluting institutions, fines 
alone cannot solve the problem.”

JAYDUL ISLAM, Netrakona

A sudden hailstorm accompanied by a 
nor’wester caused damage to crops as well 
as more than a hundred houses across 
several upazilas in Netrakona on Saturday 
night.

According to local sources, intermittent 
hailstorms and nor’wester winds swept 
through Netrakona Sadar, Purbadhala, 
Barhatta, Kalmakanda, Atpara and Madan 
upazilas between 11:00pm and 1:30am.

Rakibul Hasan, additional deputy 
director of the Department of Agricultural 
Extension in Netrakona, said, “In areas 
where large hailstones fell, around 10-
15 percent of paddy saplings could be 
damaged.”

According to preliminary reports, 
about 150 hectares of Rabi crops have 

been damaged, he added.
Ruhul Amin, assistant director of Relief 

and Disaster Management Department in 
Netrakona, said a field-level assessment to 
determine the extent of the damage was 
underway.

Hailstorm, nor’wester 
damage crops, homes
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