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Man who helped
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Investigators said that after

the Kkilling of Hadi, Sangma

fled to India through a border

amid mounting pressure

from Bangladesh police.
Indian investigators

also  said Sangma had
been planning (o return
to Bangladesh while

maintaining contact with two
other suspects -- Faisal Karim
Masud and Alamgir Hossain.
After being produced before a
court, Sangma was remanded
in police custody for further
questioning, the STI said.

Meanwhile, the
Bangladesh Deputy High
Commission in  Kolkata

wrote a note verbaleto the
Indian Ministry of External
Affairs, seeking consular
access Lo Sangma.

Earlier, Bangladesh also
sent a note verbale seeking

consular access (o Faisal
and Alamgir, which the
Indian government has yet to
respond to.

On March 7, the STF
held Faisal and his associate
Alamgir during a raid in
Bongaon, a border town in
West Bengal.

On December 12 last
year, Hadi, an aspirant for
Dhaka-8, was shot while
campaigning in the capital’s
Paltan area. He was later
taken to Singapore but
died on December 18 while
undergoing treatment.

Dhaka Metropolitan
Police on December 28 that
year claimed that Faisal and
Alamgir fled the country
with the help of Sangma
through the Mymensingh’s
Haluaghat border. However,
the Indian police rejected the
claim.

Dhaka, Ankara sign
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The notification said they
will serve as administrators
until further orders are
issued.

Bilkis, organisational
secretary of the BNP central
committee for Barishal
division, previously served
as a reserved-seat member
of parliament from 2001
to 2006. In 2024, she was
suspended from her party
post over allegations of
violating party discipline,
although the decision was
later withdrawn.

Mahfuzur
is general
Rajshahi
BNP, Rokon
secretary of BNP’s
Mymensingh South
district unit, Mahfuz Un
Nabi is member secretary
of Rangpur metropolitan
BNP, and Yusuf is general

Rahman
secretary of
metropolitan

is member
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Officials say rapid payment
of development bills is a
major reason behind the
pressure. Sources in the
engineering  department
said around Tk 1,000 crore
has been paid from DSCC’s
own funds over the past 19
months.

Officials alleged
that during the interim
government period,

contractors pressured staff
to process bills quickly,
sometimes through
intimidation.

Work orders worth Tk
1,400 crore have already
been issued, but DSCC
currently lacks the capacity
to pay contractors. With Tk
25 crore required monthly
for salaries and allowances,
the general fund now holds
only Tk 16 crore.

Meanwhile, Tk 869 crore

management  has  also
become a matter of debate.

Former administrator
Mohammad Azaz, in a
Facebook post, claimed
that while leaving office, he
handed over “a prosperous
DNCC with Tk 1,260.15 crore
deposited in 26 accounts”.

However, current officials
say most of that money
is tied up in designated
funds and fixed deposits
and cannot be used for
operational expenses.

At the time of the
handover, they said, the
general fund held only Tk 25
crore -- the lowest in DNCC’s
history.

DNCC’s income in FY
2023-24 was Tk 1,177 crore
against expenditure of Tk
1,082 crore. In FY 2024-25,
spending rose sharply to
Tk 1,438 crore, surpassing
revenue growth.

regular expenditures from
that income.”

“If the situation becomes
difficult at any point, we
will consider the next steps.
If a serious problem arises,
we may seek government
assistance. However, we
hope that such a situation
will not arise,” he added.
EXPERTS CITE DEEPER
GOVERNANCE ISSUES
Urban planner Adil
Mohammed Khan said the
financial crisis of Dhaka’s
two city corporations is
not solely due to revenue
shortfalls.  Administrative
inefliciency, lack of
transparency in spending,
and irregular bill payments
have also  contributed
significantly.

He said over the past one
and a half years, many bills
containing  discrepancies
were paid without proper

within the corporations, he
said.

“The impact has been
reflected in the condition of
the general fund. The fund
has reached a point where
even routine operations
have become difficult,” he
said.

To manage the
situation, in some cases,

Five more city - Financial strain mounts on Dhaka’s city corporations

fixed deposits (FDRs) were
broken to cover expenses
-~ a step he described as
crossing a “red line” in
financial management. He
also noted that despite
breaking FDRs to meet
expenditures, new tenders
and work orders continued
to be issued, which goes
against financial discipline.

I faced injustice
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Later, speaking to reporters
over the phone, Alamgir
alleged that he had been
targeted after criticising
Prof Muhammad Yunus,
the then chief adviser to the
interim government.

“Prof Muhammad
Yunus once encouraged
people (o criticise him
openly. After criticising
him, I was arrested and

disappearance and
detention without trial
began during the 2007-08
caretaker government and
continued under the Awami
League government, he
claimed, adding that a new
form of legal oppression
started after that.

Alamgir was picked up
from Dhaka’s Dhanmondi
area on December 14 last

secretary  of  Cumilla remains in  designated In the first six months of  verification. d year and taken to the

FROM PAGE 3 left for New York last night to  metropolitan BNP. funds like security deposits  FY 202526, DNCC carned ~ “Therearealsoallegations ~¢harged under the Anti- Detective Branch office on
They also exchanged views campaign for the UN General With these an(_i road excavation funds, Tk 750 crore but spent Tk of commission-based lcr“r(‘)rylsm Act,” he said. Minto Road.
on regional and international  Assembly presidency. appointments, the which cannot be used for 811 crore. dealings in some cases, Even that was not He was §h0wn arrested
issues of mutual interest and ~ “The " minister "is likely government has now regularexpenses. . Sources alleged  that  which require investigation,” €nough ——  another  the following day under
expressed their commitment o stay there for about two appointed administrators Abdus Salam ) said, on his final day in office, he said. hargssmcnt casc was ﬁlCd the Anti-Terrorism Act
to supporting peace efforts  weeks,” a diplomatic source (5 11 city corporations ‘I we proceed with the Azaz approved 36 bill “When a corporation against me by the Anti- and remanded for five days
concerning Gaza. said. across the country numerous  work orders documents worth Tk 42 faces a revenue deficit, Corruption ~ Commission, before being sent to jail.

Tarkiye — reiterated it During the visit, he is Farlier. on Febfuarv 23 issued %ndlscrlm_ln_alcly_ by crore without verifying settling bills with large VYh}Ch Is even more Later, on January 28, k_lc
commitment o0 maintaining  expected to meet diplomats th o t nt d the previous admlnl_strauop, project implementation or discounts or approving rldlCUlO‘%S,. he addcd. ) was also shown arrested in
friendly  relations ~ with and  other  stakeholders € government appotn 'ey the city corporation will the availability of funds. controversial —expenditures Describing his time in 3 case filed by the ACC over
Bangladesh in both bilateral (o strengthen support for administrators to SiX City  cgllapse.  That  cannot Current  administrator raises serious questions. custody, Alamgir said he allegations of acquiring
and multilateral forums. Bangladesh’s candidature. corporations, including pe Gjlowed under any Shafiqul  Islam  Khan Yet both city corporations Spentthefirstmonthinjail assets beyond  known

Tarkiye also  expressed “In between his campaign Phaka North and Dhaka  circumstances” He said told The Daily Star, “The have paid many such bills, Sharing a single room with  sources of income.
its support for Bangladesh’s at the UN in New York, the South. In Chattogram ynpecessary or irregular  financial capacity of the city ~ creating concerns about 39 other inmates in what On March 5, a High
candidacy for the presidency foreign minister may visit City ~ Corporation,  BNP  projects are being reviewed — corporation largely depends — transparency.” he descr led“ as inhumane  Court bench granted him
of the upcoming session of Washington and meet US leader Shahadat Hossain is  and may be cancelled. on the daily flow of revenue. ~ These irregularities conditions. “Later, I was  bail in the anti terrorism
the UN General Assembly. officials if meetings can be currently performing the DNCC: DISPUTE OVER We are receiving revenue involved not only Moved to a slightly better  case, while on March 11, a

Following the meeting in scheduled,” a diplomatic duties of mayor following a  FINANCIAL POSITION from various sources every administrators but also Cn\"l‘l‘OHmCHl," he said. Dhaka court granlcd him
Ankara, the foreign minister  source said. court order. DNCC'’s financial ~ day, and we are meeting our  officials at different levels I'he culture of enforced  bail in the corruption case.
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