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Investment,
digital finance
fair to begin
in Washington
on April 17

STAR BUSINESS DESK

The International Investment and
Digital Finance Fair 2026 is scheduled
to begin in Washington, DC, the
United States, on April 17.

The two-day exhibition is being
organised by In Search of Root
Foundation (ISORF), a US-based non-
profit organisation.

Alongside  the fair, several
seminars, dialogues and investment-
related discussion sessions will be
held, according to a press release.

Theeventisexpected tobeattended
by elected representatives from the
United States, representatives of the
Federal Reserve, members of the US
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
and the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, and senior officials
from the US Department of State,
according to a press release.

Representatives of the Senate
Subcommittee on International
Operations and Bilateral

International Development, officials
from the Office of the United States
Trade Representative (USTR), high-
level officials from the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), and investors from different
countries are also expected to attend.

The non-profit  organisation
expressed its appreciation  to
the government of Bangladesh
and Bangladesh Bank for their
investment-friendly initiatives,
saying such policies would boost the
confidence of international investors
and encourage higher inflows of
foreign investment into Bangladesh.

One of the key seminars at the
fair will be titled “Strengthening
Investment Flows in the US and
South Asia: Challenges and Way
Forward”, focusing on investment

opportunities, prospects and
challenges in South Asia, including
Bangladesh.

The foundation operates under
the guidance of an advisory panel
that includes Ambassador Osman
Siddique, and Faisal M Rahman,
professor and founding dean of The
Graham School of Management at
Saint Xavier University in Chicago.
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Shahadat Hossain Bahar, chief executive officer of Best Western Plus Bay Hills, and Mamur Ahmed, senior executive vice-president
and head of distribution at Prime Bank PLC, pose for a photograph after signing the agreement at Prime Aspire in Dhaka recently.

Prime Bank clients to enjoy privileges
at Best Western Plus Bay Hills

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Prime Bank PLC has recently signed a
strategic agreement with Best Western
Plus Bay Hills, a hotel in Cox’s Bazar, aimed
at enhancing lifestyle and hospitality
benefits for Prime Bank cardholders and
employees.

Under the agreement, all Prime Bank
credit and debit cardholders, along with
the bank’s employees, will enjoy attractive
benefits at Best Western Plus Bay Hills.

These privileges include a 40 percent
discount on accommodation from the

rack rate, a 10 percent discount on a la
carte dining at the hotel’s restaurant,
and a 50 percent discount on meeting
and banquet hall bookings from the rack
rate.

The partnership is designed to provide
premium hospitality experiences at special
rates for Prime Bank’s stakeholders.

Mamur Ahmed, senior executive vice-
president and head of distribution at
Prime Bank PLC, and Shahadat Hossain
Bahar, chief executive officer (CEO) of
Best Western Plus Bay Hills, signed the
agreement at Prime Aspire in Dhaka,

according to a press release.

This collaboration reflects Prime Bank’s
continued commitment to delivering
enhanced benefits and exclusive lifestyle
privileges to its customers and employees
through strategic partnerships, the release
added.

Joarder Tanvir Faisal, executive vice-
president and head of cards and retail
assets of the bank, and Md Abu Seheir
Ferdous, head of sales and marketing at
the hotel, along with senior officials from
both organisations, were also present at
the ceremony.

Maldivian resumes Male-Dhaka-Male
tflights ahead of Eid travel rush

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Maldivian, the national carrier of the
Maldives, resumed its Male-Dhaka-Male
service yesterday with a ceremonial
greeting at Hazrat Shahjalal International
Airport  (HSIA), reinstating  direct
connectivity between the two South Asian
neighbours ahead of the Eid travel rush.

The inaugural flight, operated by an
Airbus A320 carrying a full passenger
load, landed at HSIA at 5:20am and
departed for Male at 6:20am.

Initially, the airline will operate the
route (wice weekly, on Sundays and
Thursdays, with return fares starting from
$399 (approximately Tk 47,880).

Passengers will enjoy a 30-kilogramme
baggage allowance and complimentary
onboard meals. Tickets are available via
Maldivian’s official website, mobile app
and call centre (1671).

Mohamed Ibrahim Yasir, managing
director of Maldivian, and Ahmed
Yusuf Walid, president and CEO of
Galaxy Bangladesh Group, signed the

agreement following the resumption on
February 23.

Shiuneen Rasheed, the ambassador
of the Maldives to Bangladesh; Ahmed
Ibrahim, director of ground operations at
the airline; and Mohamed Safah, general
manager (international commercial),
attended the launching ceremony.

The timing of the service’s return
coincides with the Ramadan and FEid-ul-
Fitr travel season, facilitating travel for
Bangladeshi expatriates returning home
and Maldivian visitors heading abroad.

Robi’s Ziad
Shatara elected
AMTOB president

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Ziad Shatara, managing
director and chief
executive officer (CEO) of
Robi Axiata PLC, has been
elected as the president of
the Association of Mobile ]
Telecom  Operators  of .

Bangladesh (AMTOB). Ziad Shatara

His election took place at AMTOB’s annual
general meeting (AGM), held virtually on March 11,
the association said in a statement yesterday.

Shatara succeeds Yasir Azman, CEO of
Grameenphone, and will serve a two-year term
beginning on April 1.

The newly formed AMTOB board also
announced the appointment of Johan Buse, CEO
of Banglalink, as senior vice-president; Yasir Azman
as vice-president; and Nurul Mabud Chowdhury,
managing director of Teletalk, as a director.

Abdus Salam, country manager of Ericsson
Bangladesh; Jason Wu, CEO of Huawei
Technologies (Bangladesh); Taimur Rahman,
chiel corporate and regulatory aflairs officer of
Banglalink; Tanveer Mohammad, chief corporate
affairs officer of Grameenphone; Shahed Alam,
chiel corporate and regulatory officer of Robi
Axiata; and Luthfullahil Mozid, deputy general
manager of Teletalk, participated in the AGM.

Lieutenant Colonel (retd) Mohammad Zulfikar,
secretary general of AMTOB, moderated the
session.

Goldman Sachs
raises crude price
forecast

REUTERS

Goldman Sachs raised its Brent, WTI crude oil
price forecasts for the fourth quarter of 2026 to
$71/67 per barrel from $66/62 as it sees longer
disruption to oil flows in the Strait of Hormuz due
to the US-Israeli war on Iran.

Brent prices have gained more than 36 percent
since the war began on February 28, while WTI has
risen about 39 percent. Both benchmarks briefly
topped $119 on Monday, their highest levels since
mid-2022.

The fighting has eflectively shut the Strait of
Hormuz, leaving tankers stranded for more than a
week and forcing producers to suspend output as
storage nears capacity.
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