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Leadership void risks stagnation at ACC
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The first commission was 
headed by former justice 
Sultan Hossain Khan. 
Following the political 
transition in 2007, the 
commission resigned 
before completing its term.

The second commission, 
led by Lt Gen (retd) Hasan 
Mashhud Chowdhury, 
also stepped down before 
finishing its tenure after 
the Awami League came to 
power in the 2008 national 
election.

In 2009, the third 
commission was formed 
with Ghulam Rahman 
as chairman. The fourth 
commission was headed by 
M Badiuzzaman, and the 
fifth by Iqbal Mahmood. 
These three commissions, 
formed during the AL 
government, completed 
their full terms.

After the July uprising, 
the sixth commission 
resigned on October 29, 
2024, when the Moinuddin 
Abdullah-led commission 
stepped down.

The ACC then remained 
without a commission 
for 42 consecutive days, 
triggering widespread 
criticism and slowing 
many of the organisation’s 
activities.

Abdul Momen later 
assumed office as chairman 
on December 10, while 
the other commissioners 
joined on December 11 and 
December 15.

In the absence of 
commissioners, it remains 

unclear who has the 
authority to make decisions 
on crucial matters such 
as approving cases, 
authorising investigations 
and initiating enforcement 
actions, as the ACC Act 
does not clearly specify 
an alternative decision-
making mechanism.

Officials fear that aside 
from ongoing inquiries, 
investigations and routine 
administrative work, many 
important decisions may 
remain stalled.

Some senior ACC 
officials and stakeholders 
have suggested an 
interim administrative 
arrangement until a new 
commission is appointed. 

One proposal suggests 
a five-member committee 
led by the ACC secretary 
to oversee administrative 
decisions temporarily. 
Another proposal suggests 
that the secretary work 
with the commission’s 
eight directors general to 
maintain continuity.
ACC ACT AMENDMENT

During the interim 
government period, the 
ACC Act was amended 
through the ACC 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 
2025.

The ordinance 
increases the number 
of commissioners from 
three to five and reduces 
the tenure from five 
years to four years. It also 
requires that at least one 
commissioner be a woman 
and that at least one have 

expertise in information 
and communication 
technology.

The president appoints 
one of the commissioners 
as chairman.

The ordinance also 
replaces the search 
committee with a 
verification and selection 
committee and revises its 
composition.

Under the amended 
framework, a senior judge 
of the Appellate Division 
-- except the chief justice 
-- will chair the search 
committee. Other members 
will include a High 
Court judge nominated 
by the chief justice, the 
Comptroller and Auditor 
General of Bangladesh, and 
the chairman of the Public 
Service Commission.

The committee will also 
include two members of 
parliament -- one from 
the ruling party and one 
from the opposition -- 
nominated by the speaker 
after consultations with 
both sides. If parliament is 
dissolved, the committee 
may be formed without MPs.
DISCUSSIONS BEGIN

A source at the Cabinet 
Division said preliminary 
discussions on forming the 
search committee began 
on Sunday, and the ACC 
secretary has already met 
the cabinet secretary.

However, the division 
is still waiting for policy-
level approval from 
the government before 
formally starting the 

process.
Once the signal comes, 

the committee could be 
formed quickly, the source 
said.
EXPERTS STRESS 

CREDIBILITY

Governance experts say the 
situation could have been 
avoided if the government 
had adhered more carefully 
to its commitments on 
anti-corruption and good 
governance.

I f t e k h a r u z z a m a n , 
executive director 
of Transparency 
International Bangladesh, 
said, “Understandably, 
governments may want 
individuals of their choice 
to lead institutions like 
ACC. However, removing 
the incumbent commission 
in a manner that has 
tarnished the government’s 
image only addressed the 
easy part -- creating the 
vacancies.”

“As the nation watches, 
the real challenge now is 
to minimise the damage 
by appointing individuals 
with proven records of 
expertise and experience,” 
he said.

He added that even if 
political considerations 
influence appointments, 
the public will expect the 
new ACC leadership to 
demonstrate professional 
integrity and independence 
and enforce the law without 
fear or favour, regardless of 
a person’s identity, status 
or political affiliation.

Take steps
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special video message to the 
nation.

Referring to experts, the 
prime minister said people 
become infected with 
dengue or chikungunya 
through the bite of 
Aedes mosquitoes. “So, 
it is necessary to take all 
preventive measures in 
advance…”

Although dengue 
usually spreads most 
during the monsoon from 
June to October, he said 
public health experts warn 
that the risk is not limited 
to any particular time of 
the year.

He said the government 
is going to start a 
nationwide cleanliness 
campaign every week from 
March 14.

The PM called on all 
public representatives, 
including MPs, to conduct 
weekly cleanliness 
campaigns every Saturday 
in their respective areas with 
the participation of locals.

An unprecedented
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This time, however, the July 
uprising, which toppled 
the Sheikh Hasina-led 
government and dissolved 
the 12th parliament, has 
left the House without its 
presiding officers.

Former speaker Shirin 
Sharmin Chaudhury resigned 
in September 2024 and has 
not been seen publicly since. 
Outgoing deputy speaker 
Shamsul Haque Tuku is in 
prison facing a murder charge.

“This is a unique 
situation,” said Prof 
Nizam Ahmed, a noted 
parliamentary affairs expert.

He noted that after 
independence, senior 
Constituent Assembly 
member Maulana Abdur 
Rashid Tarkabagish 
presided over the inaugural 
proceedings before the 
election of the speaker and 
deputy speaker.

In April 1974, the 
Speaker of the Constituent 
Assembly presided over 

the first session of the new 
parliament until a new 
speaker was elected.

Nizam also recalled 
that after the 1991 
elections, following the 
fall of HM Ershad amid a 
mass uprising, many MPs 
refused to take oath from 
then speaker Shamsul 
Huda Chowdhury as he had 
been appointed by Ershad. 

The oath was later 
administered by the chief 
election commissioner.

Despite the boycott, 
Chowdhury presided over 
the inaugural session in 
April 1991 until a new 
speaker was elected.

Prof Al Masud 
Hasanuzzaman of 
Government and Politics at 
Jahangirnagar University 
said he cannot recall 
any instance when the 
speaker’s chair remained 
vacant, even briefly.

“This is unusual, but the 
country is witnessing an 
extraordinary situation...”

Action if allegations
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Claiming that there is 
no sufficient ground to 
prove this case, defence 
counsel Munsurul Hoque 
Chowdhury sought 
discharge of Menon and 
Qamrul from the charges.

The counsel also argued 
that the accused had no 
authority to make decisions 
at the 14-party meeting on 
July 19 and that no incidents 
occurred in Keraniganj, where 
Qamrul served as lawmaker.

Also yesterday, a witness, 
Md Faisal, told ICT-1 that 
his nephew Maruf Hossain 
died before he could be 
taken to hospital as law 
enforcers and AL activists 
had allegedly stopped an 
ambulance carrying him 
on Rampura Bridge during 
the July uprising.

He quoted a BGB 
member as saying, “One 

is already finished; we will 
finish you too.”

After repeated pleas 
from the family, they 
were eventually allowed 
to proceed, but the delay 
proved fatal. By the time the 
ambulance reached Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital at 
7:20pm, doctors declared 
that Maruf had died around 
15 minutes earlier.

Maruf was shot in the 
lower abdomen while 
protesting near BRAC 
University campus on July 19.

Faisal was testifying in 
a crimes against humanity 
case against two former BGB 
officers -- Lt Col Mohammad 
Redowanul Islam and Maj 
Rafat Bin Alam Moon -- and 
two police officers -- former 
Khilgaon additional deputy 
commissioner Rashedul 
Islam and former Rampura 
OC Md Moshior Rahman.

Prof Lutfun 
Hossain 
passes away
STAR REPORT

Dr Lutfun 
H o s s a i n , 
a retired 
p r o f e s s o r 
of the 
Department 
of Fisheries 
Biology and Genetics at 
Bangladesh Agricultural 
University (BAU) and 
former dean of its Faculty 
of Fisheries, passed away 
at a hospital in Dhaka on 
Tuesday, aged 84.

Prof Hossain taught at 
the Department of Zoology 
of Dhaka University from 
1964 to 1973. In 1973, she 
joined BAU, where she 
served in the departments 
of Zoology and Fisheries 
Biology & Genetics until 
her retirement in 2007.

She left behind her 
husband Prof Lutfur 
Rahman, a retired teacher 
of BAU, two daughters -- Dr 
Sabrina Luthfa, a faculty 
member at University of 
Liberal Arts Bangladesh, 
and Dr Samina Luthfa, a 
teacher at the Department 
of Sociology of Dhaka 
University -- and three 
grandchildren.

Her namaz-e-janaza was 
held after Isha prayers at 
Baitun Noor Jame Mosque 
in Uttara on Tuesday, and 
she was laid to rest at a 
graveyard in Uttara-12.

A doa mahfil will be held 
at her residence in Uttara 
after Asr prayers tomorrow.
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area, an industry known 
for its difficult working 
conditions.

The decision proved 
pivotal, laying the 
foundation for one of South 
Asia’s most successful 
footwear businesses.

Beyond business, Elahi, 
chairman of Apex, played 
a key role in Bangladesh’s 
industrial growth. 

He advocated improved 
working conditions 
in the tannery sector 

and supported its 
modernisation. His 
influence also extended to 
trade policy and industrial 
reforms.

He studied at St Xavier’s 
College before earning 
a master’s degree in 
economics from Dhaka 
University.

Under his leadership, 
Apex Footwear and Apex 
Tannery became leading 
exporters in the leather and 
footwear sector, feeding 
into a global demand for 

high-quality products. 
Elahi also helped 

establish institutions like 
Mutual Trust Bank and 
Pioneer Insurance.

His guidance extended 
to educational and social 
organisations such as East 
West University, Sunbeams 
School, Manusher Jonno 
Foundation and Freedom 
Foundation -- institutions 
that continue to influence 
education, social 
development and civil 
society in Bangladesh.


