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Instead, a phone call came 
at night telling him that 
his son had died in a fire 
while shopping in Mirpur.

“At first I couldn’t 
believe it,” he said. “How 
can someone go to buy 
clothes for Eid and never 
return?”

Rakib, the elder of 
Zakir’s two sons, joined 
BAF in 2020. His income 
was a crucial support 
for the family’s modest 
household and his younger 
brother’s education.

“Our family ran on what 
he earned,” Zakir said. 
“Now I don’t know how we 
will move forward.”

The fire broke out 
around 1:52pm on the 
third floor of the 10-storey 

building. Firefighters 
brought the blaze under 
control around 4:35pm.

A total of 23 people 
were rescued from 
different floors of the 
building. Rakib and 
Ananya, who were found 
unconscious, later died 
at Shaheed Suhrawardy 
Medical College Hospital 
on Monday night.

For Ananya’s family, 
the tragedy has brought a 
similar wave of grief.

Ananya was born 
and raised in Saidpur of 
Nilphamari. The elder of 
two daughters of Abdul 
Hannan, an auto-rickshaw 
driver, she had grown up 
battling poverty.

After completing 

her secondary school 
education, she joined BAF 
in March 2023, hoping to 
support her family and 
secure a better future.

“She had taken 
responsibility for the 
family,” said her maternal 
uncle Matiur Rahman. 
“She also supported 
her younger sister’s 
education.”

On Monday, Ananya 
had gone to the Mirpur 
market for shopping when 
the fire broke out.

“People said she helped 
several of them reach 
the rooftop when smoke 
spread through the 
building,” Matiur said.

Toward the end, she and 
a colleague were trapped 

in the thick smoke.
Sources at the morgue 

said neither of the victims 
had visible burn marks on 
their bodies.

However, both died from 
severe smoke inhalation, 
with their airways badly 
damaged due to inhalation 
burns.

With their untimely 
demises, the anticipation 
of Eid has turned mournful 
for their families.

For Zakir Hossain, the 
pain remains especially 
difficult to grasp.

A father who had asked 
for a simple Eid gift must 
now carry home the body 
of the son who once held 
his struggling family 
together.
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Tarique to open canal
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According to the 
BNP manifesto, by 
reintroducing the canal 
excavation programme 
initiated by late president 
Ziaur Rahman during his 
tenure, around 20,000 
kilometres of rivers and 
canals will be excavated 
and restored across the 
country.

Through this initiative, 
520 disappeared rivers, 
thousands of canals, and 
their natural water flows 
will be restored, and 
irrigation efficiency will be 
improved, it added.

Dr AKM Shahabuddin, 
secretary to the water 
resources ministry, said, 
“For now, the canal 
excavation programme 
is being launched in 54 
districts through a joint 
initiative of four ministries. 
We hope work in the 
remaining 10 districts will 
begin within April and 
May.”

The initiative is being 
implemented jointly 
by the water resources; 
local government, 
rural development and 
cooperatives, disaster 
management and relief; 
and agriculture ministries.

Officials said district 
administrations and the 
agencies assigned for 
the excavation work will 
coordinate all activities 
related to the inauguration 
and subsequent 
implementation of the 
programme.

In a letter sent to 
ministers and state 
ministers, the Ministry 
of Water Resources said, 
“This canal excavation 
programme across the 
country will play a positive 
role in agricultural and 
irrigation activities and will 
help increase agricultural 
production.”

“It will also increase the 
amount of surface water, 
which will reduce the 
demand for groundwater. 
As a result, drought will 
decrease on one hand, and 
floods and waterlogging 
will also be reduced on the 
other,” the letter added.

Officials said restoring 
canals that have gradually 
silted up or been 
encroached upon over 

the years is expected to 
improve water flow in many 
rural areas and strengthen 
the country’s irrigation 
network, which remains 
crucial for agricultural 
productivity.

Preparations for the 
launch have already 
been completed in many 
districts where local 
authorities have identified 
canals for excavation or re-
excavation, they added.

Meanwhile, the relevant 
ministries yesterday briefed 
the PM on the programme’s 
latest progress at the 
Secretariat ahead of its 
formal inauguration.

After the meeting, 
State Minister for LGRD 
Mir Shahe Alam said 
the PM stressed that the 
programme should benefit 
ordinary people and 
directed that excavation 
work employ more 
labourers instead of relying 
mainly on machines. 

He added that at least 
60-70 percent of the 
excavation work should be 
carried out manually while 
the rest can be done using 
machines where necessary.

Shahe Alam also said 
the PM instructed the 
ministers and secretaries 
concerned to involve 
voluntary organisations 
and students from high 
schools and colleges in 
such programmes wherever 
possible.

“The PM has been 
working tirelessly to make 
the major pledges of the 
election manifesto visible. 
He is committed to making 
several promises visible 
before upcoming Eid,” said 
another state minister, 
wishing to be unnamed.

Officials said the 
canal excavation 
programme is expected 
to complement other 
agricultural initiatives 
recently launched by the 
government, including 
efforts to expand irrigation 
access and support 
farmers.

To oversee and supervise 
implementation of the 
nationwide programme, 
the government earlier 
formed an eight-member 
coordination cell, chaired 
by PM’s adviser Mirza 
Abbas Uddin Ahmed.
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P r a v a t h 
C h a n d r a 
Biswas, a 
professor in 
the Urology 
Department 
of Dhaka 
Medical College, has been 
appointed as director 
general of the Directorate 
General of Health Services.

The Health Services 
Division issued a circular 
yesterday confirming it. He 
is one of the vice presidents 
of the Doctors Association 
of Bangladesh, a pro-BNP 
doctors’ association.

Sellers arrange watermelons on display at Dovash Maath in Chattogram. A popular 
choice as a refreshing iftar meal, the fruit is being sold at wholesale prices in 
the port city’s Firingi Bazar, ranging from Tk 30 to Tk 300 per piece depending on 
size and quality. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN


