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The IGP said some groups 
take advantage of chaos 
on the streets to carry 
out attacks, looting, and 
various criminal acts, while 
others help spread such 
violence on a wider scale.

Police are also preparing 
a list of those behind such 
activities, he said.

Regarding the arrest 
of three for the March 7 
speech of Bangabandhu, 
he said, “I want to assure 
you that there will be no 
deliberate misconduct 
from the police. But citizens 
must remain law-abiding. 
The law cannot be taken 
into one’s own hands.”

He further said, “There are 
many banned organisations. 
If they come onto the streets 
on various pretexts and try 
to worsen law and order or 
incite violence, we will not 
accept that.”

On internal police 
administration, IGP Fakir 
said honest, skilled, and 
qualified officers would 
be duly valued during his 
tenure.

The top police official 
has urged journalists 
not to create situations 
that put “psychological 
pressure” on the police 
members, referring to what 
he described as “media 
pressure”.

 “When an incident 
occurs, you ask questions 
in such a way that it seems 
the case must be resolved 
immediately and the truth 
uncovered at once. There 
were murder cases that 
took 20 to 25 years to 
solve… You have already 
seen the consequences of 
that in the ‘Joj Mia drama’,” 
he said.

“I believe such situations 
arose because of media 
pressure. Such incidents 
should not happen 
again. You should give us 
adequate response time,” 
the IGP added.

He said criminal justice 
requires due process and 
proper investigation, and 
proposed placing judicial 
magistrates at every police 
station to help resolve 
certain disputes quickly.

Pass NHRC
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and the independence 
guaranteed to the 
institution, he added. 

He added that the 
strength of any national 
human rights institution 
depends on three elements: 
the quality of the law, 
institutional integrity and 
public trust. Bangladesh’s 
commission currently holds 
“B status”, and stronger 
legal and institutional 
foundations could help it 
move towards “A status”.

CPD Distinguished Fellow 
Debapriya Bhattacharya 
stressed the importance 
of ensuring continuity in 
the commission’s legal 
framework.

He said protecting 
citizens’ rights requires 
addressing the concerns of 
marginalised communities, 
including ethnic and 
religious minorities, 
indigenous peoples, Dalits, 
and persons with disabilities. 

He emphasised the need 
for a comprehensive anti-
discrimination law and 
the appointment of an 
ombudsman.

ALRD Executive 
Director Shamsul Huda 
said the ordinance should 
be passed in parliament 
without negative changes, 
even if it has some 
shortcomings.

He said the country 
needed a more active 
human rights commission 
and emphasised local 
monitoring, suggesting 
that human rights 
committees function not 
only at the district level but 
also at upazila level.

Khushi Kabir, 
coordinator of Nijera Kori, 
said the new law must 
enable the commission to 
play a strong and effective 
role in protecting rights, 
noting that Bangladesh’s 
“B status” limits the 
country’s voting rights in 
international forums.

Zakir Hossain, chief 
executive of Nagorik 

Uddyog, stressed the need 
for the commission to 
engage with international 
human rights mechanisms, 
including the UN Universal 
Periodic Review (UPR), and 
to hold consultations on 
the recommendations.

Mabrook Mohammed, 
adviser to Ain o Salish 
Kendra, said, “We want 
an activist commission, 
not a bureaucratic one,” 
and stressed addressing 
torture and violence from 
the perspective of civil and 
political rights.

Mohammad Ijajul 
Islam, executive director 
of Human Rights Support 
Society, said many human 
rights defenders had faced 
an atmosphere of fear and 
self-censorship and hoped 
the commission would help 
rights groups work more 
freely.

Indigenous rights 
activist Dipayan Khisa 
raised concerns about 
Bawm community 
members who remain in 
jail and about deaths in 
custody without proper 
medical treatment.

Madhab Chandra 
Dutta, executive director 
of Swadesh, and Falguni 
Tripura of Kapaeeng 
Foundation also spoke at 
the event. 

Moyeen Khan, Hafiz frontrunners
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A retired major of the 
Bangladesh Army, Hafiz 
Uddin became a member 
of the BNP standing 
committee in 2024.

A six-term MP, he also 
comes from a political 
family. His father, Dr 
Azharuddin, was a member 
of the National Council of 
East Pakistan from Bhola. 

Hafiz completed his 
master’s degree in political 
science from Dhaka 
University in 1968.

Party leaders said both 
Moyeen and Hafiz have 
held important roles within 
the party and government 
and are regarded as 
senior leaders capable of 
commanding respect in 
parliament.

However, several other 
senior figures were also 
discussed informally during 

internal consultations, 
though some names were 
dropped due to age or 
health concerns, said party 
sources. 

“Some senior leaders 
are elderly or have health 
complications. The 
speaker’s responsibilities 
require regular presence 
and active management of 
parliamentary proceedings,” 
a senior BNP leader involved 
in the discussions told The 
Daily Star.

Two standing 
committee members said 
the choice of speaker 
would be important for 
the functioning of the new 
parliament.

They said the party 
leadership is looking for 
someone who is trusted 
within the organisation 
and does not carry major 

controversies.
“The speaker must 

maintain order in the 
House and treat all parties 
fairly. So credibility, 
experience, and a clean 
image are important,” one 
of them said.

Under Article 74(1) of the 
constitution, parliament 
must elect a speaker and 
deputy speaker from 
among its members at the 
first sitting after a general 
election.

According to the Rules 
of Procedure of the Jatiya 
Sangsad, any member may 
submit a written proposal 
nominating another 
member for the post at 
least one hour before 
the scheduled election. 
The proposal must be 
supported by another 
member and include the 

nominee’s consent.
Once elected, the 

speaker and deputy speaker 
take oath administered by 
the president, usually at the 
president’s office within 
the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban 
complex.

Meanwhile, Home 
Affairs Minister Salahuddin 
Ahmed told reporters at the 
Secretariat on Sunday that 
the election of the speaker 
and deputy speaker will 
take place on the same day 
as the first sitting.

According to 
the constitution, 
parliamentary proceedings 
formally begin with the 
president’s address at the 
opening session.

In the February 12 
election, the BNP won 
209 seats and formed the 
government.

Steps taken 
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“Some incidents occur 
as isolated crimes. If 
someone is detained and 
tortured, that is a specific 
offence with its own legal 
definition. Action will be 
taken accordingly,” he said.

He added that 
authorities would take 
strict measures if genuine 
mob situations or mass 
unrest occur.

Replying to another 
question about publishing 
a list of drug traders, 
the minister said the 
government has no plan to 
make such a list public.
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Jamaat undecided
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“For that reason, we 
have verbally offered the 
main opposition party to 
nominate a deputy speaker 
so that the speaker and 
deputy speaker can be 
elected on the same day.”

Contacted yesterday, 
Jamaat Assistant Secretary 
General Ahsanul Mahboob 
Zubair said, “We have 
not received any written 
proposal yet. So we need 
to see exactly what their 
proposal is.”

He said once it becomes 
clear whether the proposal 
is based on the BNP’s 
manifesto or the July 
Charter, the question of 
accepting the post will arise.

Another Jamaat 
Assistant Secretary General 
Maulana Abdul Halim said 
the party has not ruled 

out accepting the post but 
needs clarification first.

“We are not saying that 
we will not take the deputy 
speaker’s post. But since 
the matter is linked to 
the July Charter and the 
referendum, we cannot 
move toward a decision 
without clear clarification,” 
he told The Daily Star.

On Thursday, at a press 
conference, the party’s 
Nayeb-e-Ameer Syed 
Abdullah Mohammed 
Taher said if the government 
offers the deputy speaker 
post under the July Charter, 
it would have no legal 
validity until the full reform 
is implemented in line with 
the referendum verdict.

He said Jamaat would 
examine the legal basis if 
the BNP formally makes 
such a proposal.
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