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He was hiding, not forcibly
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The remark came after 
prosecutors objected 
to Titto’s attempt to 
highlight inconsistencies 
between the testimony 
of prosecution witness 
Mir Ahmed Bin Quasem 
Arman and the statement 
he had earlier given to the 
investigation officer.

Arman, now a lawmaker, 
had himself been detained 
for eight years at a secret 
interrogation facility run 
by Rab’s TFI during the 
government of Sheikh 
Hasina.

During cross-
examination, Titto sought 
to question the witness 
about differences between 
his tribunal testimony 
and the statement 
he previously gave to 
investigators. 

Prosecutors opposed 
the move, citing a ruling 
by the Appellate Division 
that restricts defence 
lawyers from using such 
contradictions during 
cross-examination in 
crimes against humanity 
trials.

Challenging the 
restriction, Titto asked 
whether the defence 
should remain bound by 
a judgement delivered 
during what he termed a 
“fascist rule”.

“We call that 
government fascist, 
and it is said that that 
government controlled 
the judiciary. Are we still 
going to sit wearing the 
crown of a fascist?” he 
told the three-member 
tribunal led by Chairman 
Justice Md Golam Mortuza 

Mozumder.
During the cross-

examination, the defence 
also claimed that no law 
enforcement personnel 
searched Arman’s rented 
residence or abducted 
him on August 4, 2016, as 
alleged.

He further argued 
that neither Rab nor any 
other agency had forcibly 
disappeared Arman and 
suggested that he had 
gone into hiding.

Barrister Arman 
rejected the defence 
claims.

Earlier, while testifying 
before the tribunal, he 
gave a detailed account of 
his eight-year confinement 
in the “Aynaghar”, a secret 
detention facility allegedly 
linked to the TFI cell 
operated under Rab.

NCP launches women
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Dhaka University’s Kabi 
Sufia Kamal Hall Sangsad 
in 2019; Nusrat was a 
frontline coordinator of 
the anti-discrimination 
student movement at DU; 
and Dr Mahmuda Mitu 
treated injured protesters 
during the July uprising.

While explaining the 
rationale behind the 
initiative, Nahid said, “We 
initially thought women’s 
issues could be addressed 
through the party’s main 
organisational structure. 
However, after a year of 
experience, we realised 
that a separate platform 
focusing on women’s issues 
is necessary.”

“Nari Shakti 

represents the vision of a 
discrimination-free society 
for women we sought to 
establish through the July 
mass uprising,” Nahid said.

He noted that women 
from NCP, its affiliated 
organisations and outside 
the party would be able to 
join the platform.

A discussion marking 
International Women’s 
Day was also held at the 
event. Former interim 
government adviser Farida 
Akhtar spoke alongside 
Sabikun Nahar Munni of 
Jamaat-e-Islami’s central 
women’s wing, The Daily 
Star’s senior reporter Zyma 
Islam and Ducsu leader 
Fatima Tasnim Zuma, 
among others.
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and tough administrative 
actions, which brought 
acid terrorism close to 
zero. “The example could 
serve as a model in efforts 
to prevent violence against 
women.”

“Foundation for 
women’s political and 
economic empowerment 
was laid by the proclaimer 
of independence late 
President Ziaur Rahman, 
who established the first 
Women Affairs cell in the 
President’s Secretariat 
in 1976. Later, a separate 
Ministry of Women’s Affairs 
was formed in 1978, which 
was later transformed 
into the present Ministry 
of Women and Children 
Affairs during Khaleda 
Zia’s tenure,” he said.

He also said Khaleda 
Zia’s government 
introduced compulsory 
primary education and free 
education for girls up to 

class XII.
Stipends for girls 

were also introduced to 
boost female education, 
a programme widely 
praised internationally 
and recognised by the 
World Bank and other 
organisations as a 
successful model for the 
developing world, he added.

C o n g r a t u l a t i n g 
the recipients of the 
“Shreshtha Adamya Nari” 
awards, the President said 
their achievements serve as 
inspiration for society.

The President handed 
over awards to six women 
for their outstanding 
contributions. 

Barrister Zaima 
Rahman, granddaughter 
of former Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia, received the 
award on behalf Khaleda 
Zia for her contributions 
to women’s education 
and the advancement of 
democracy.
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Health minister 
slams dirty 
conditions at 
mental hospital
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Health Minister Sardar Md Sakhawat Husain 
expressed strong dissatisfaction after witnessing 
dirty conditions and various irregularities while 
on a surprise visit to the National Institute 
of Mental Health and Hospital in the capital 
yesterday.

He noted the presence of cockroaches and 
bedbugs, and an overall unhygienic environment, 
seeing dirty hospital beds. The authorities could 
not provide him with the number of doctors who 
were absent or had arrived late.

Accompanied by MA Muhit, state minister for 
the health ministry, Husain continued surprise 
visits to various health facilities to ensure the 
timely presence of doctors and health workers.

A long queue of attendants was delayed from 
receiving their patient slips as the printer’s toner 
had run out. 

The minister could then be heard telling the 
hospital director, “Why didn’t you buy it [toner] if 
you were informed yesterday?”

Patient’s attendants complained to them about 
dirty beds showing blood stains from bedbugs 
and the large presence of cockroaches.

Later, the minister told reporters, “Even the 
chief management here cannot say how many 
doctors are absent. They also do not keep track of 
whether doctors are arriving late.”

“That is why we have said that next week we will 
come again on any day around 7:45am and stand 
here. We will physically check how many doctors 
are present and how many are absent,” he added.

Hospital Director Prof Mahbubur Rahman told 
reporters that he could not immediately provide 
the number of absent doctors as he has to collect 
it from the biometric register.

Replying to another question, he said they 
blocked the bill for the pest control contractor 
due to poor service.

The minister already spoke with the contractor, 
he added.

Japanese team, CAAB may resume
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ministry,” Air 
Commodore Abu Sayeed 
Mehboob Khan, member 
(operations and planning) 
of CAAB, told The Daily 
Star on Saturday.

Earlier on February 22, 
Prime Minister Tarique 
Rahman at a high-level 
meeting at the Cabinet 
Division instructed 
officials concerned of 
CAAB to sit with the 
Japanese delegation to 
settle the issue within 
this month, said CAAB 
sources.

Aviation experts 
warned that prolonged 
delays in finalising an 
operator could increase 
costs as warranties on 
installed equipment 
would expire and could 

undercut the strategic 
benefits of the project.

CAAB and the Japanese 
consortium could not 
reach a consensus to 
ink an agreement over 
differences regarding 
operating expenditure 
and revenue earnings 
from the terminal.

“We argued that the 
operating expenditure is 
less than the estimation 
submitted by the Japanese 
delegation,” said a top 
CAAB official engaged in 
the discussion.

“Another big difference 
between the two sides is 
revenue earning. Their 
[Japanese delegation] 
estimation for revenue 
earnings from the third 
terminal is much less than 
ours,” the official also 

said, wishing anonymity.
“If the Japanese 

delegation maintains the 
same standing, then we 
have nothing to say, but 
if they offer something 
new, then we have an 
option to discuss,” said 
Air Commodore Mehboob 
Khan.

Earlier, despite 
repeated efforts by the 
interim government, the 
third terminal could not 
be opened, following 
failure to reach a decision 
on ground handling and 
operational issues, besides 
some technical flaws in 
the terminal building.

The terminal was 
previously inaugurated 
through a “soft opening” 
in October 2023.

Slow drainage repair at the three-way intersection near Dhaka’s Lalbagh Fort has 
worsened traffic in the busy area. An unfenced open manhole at the site poses serious 
danger to commuters, while the delayed city corporation work has become a public 
nuisance. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN
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Political leaders and civil society members 
yesterday criticised ruling party lawmakers 
for not taking oath as members of the 
Constitution Reform Assembly, saying it 
disregarded the referendum mandate. 

They were speaking at a dialogue, 
titled “Constitutional Recognition of July 
and Citizen Expectations for the New 
Parliament,” organised by the Referendum 
Implementation Citizen Forum at the 
CIRDAP auditorium in the capital.

At the event, National Citizen Party MP 
Akhter Hossen said under the July Charter, 
MPs are supposed to take oath as members 
of the Constitutional Reform Assembly 
immediately after taking their oath as MPs, 
but the BNP violated the law by not doing so.

“The decision of the people through 
referendums and popular uprisings is 
stronger than any law,” he said.

He alleged that BNP had promised before 
the election to implement the July Charter, 
but later backed away from the commitment. 

He warned that another movement 
like the July uprising could emerge if the 
people’s mandate is ignored.

Shujan Secretary Badiul Alam Majumdar 
said the issue cannot be resolved strictly 
through constitutional interpretation, 
noting that the previous government 
came to power through a popular uprising 
rather than constitutional procedures.

He said the presidential order had 
already received public approval through 
the referendum, making it a political 
decision that should not be challenged 
through judicial intervention.

He also warned that not taking the 
second oath could create complications 
for the BNP and harm its future.

Rastro Songskar Andolan Chairman 
Hasnat Qayyum said involving the courts in 
the referendum and the July Charter was a 
mistake, arguing that political settlements 
should be resolved through political 
processes rather than judicial intervention.

Saying Sheikh Hasina had relied on the 
courts over the caretaker government issue 
and eventually paid a heavy political price, he 
expressed hope that the current government 
would not repeat the same mistake.

Advocate Shishir Monir said the 
judiciary’s involvement in political matters 

Settle July Charter issues 
politically, not in court

Speakers urge BNP
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