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This year, from over 1,200 
applicants, 24 women 
were selected after several 
rounds of screening to 
work with different BRAC 
programmes for six months.

The data found that 38.8 
percent of women who had 
taken career breaks cited 
family responsibilities and 
36 percent maternity as the 
main reasons for leaving 
their jobs.

Other reasons included 
personal causes (18.8 
percent), higher education 
(14.4 percent), unfavourable 
workplace environments 
(8.5 percent), and social 
pressure (4.7 percent).

The event was organised 
ahead of International 
Women’s Day on March 8, 
with speakers expressing 
hope that initiatives 
supporting women’s 
return to work would help 
build a more inclusive and 
women-friendly society.

Women seeking to 
return to work cited career 
advancement (76.5 percent) 
as their main motivation, 
followed by building a 
personal identity (62.2 
percent), boosting self-
confidence (57.7 percent), 
financial independence 
(56.5 percent), and 
contributing to family well-
being (42.7 percent).

The data also showed 
that 6.6 percent of 
applicants had career 
breaks of more than six 
years, while the largest 
group -- 67.9 percent -- had 
breaks of one to two years.

Meanwhile, 28.6 percent 

had more than seven years 
of professional experience, 
while 58 percent had 
between three and five years.

Later, a session was held 
where Farah Mahboob, 
deputy manager at BRAC’s 
Innovation Ecosystem and 
Partnership, and Elizabeth 
Marandy, senior officer 
at BRAC’s Microfinance 
programme, shared their 
experiences of returning to 
work after career breaks.

Both speakers said they 
had stepped away from 
their careers after the birth 
of their children to focus 
on family responsibilities.

They emphasised 
that more organisations 
should create supportive 
opportunities so women 
can return to work after 
such breaks.

Welfare funds
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When asked if this practice 
legitimises extortion, 
Rabiul clarified that if any 
unregistered association 
or organisation arbitrarily 
collects money from 
owners or workers, it will 
be considered extortion. 
“They will face immediate 
action and punishment,” 
he warned.

Earlier, on February 19, 
he had said funds collected 
from transport operators 
through mutual agreement 
should not be considered 
extortion. “What is 
described as extortion on 
the roads, I don’t see it that 
way. Owners’ and workers’ 
associations spend it on 
their welfare. I would call 
it extortion only when 
someone is forced to pay,” 
he said.

On allegations that AC 
bus fares are being doubled, 
the minister said there 
will be no opportunity to 
charge extra fares during 
Eid. “If anyone charges even 
one taka above the fixed 
fare, their route permits 
will be cancelled, and legal 
action will be taken,” he 
said.

He also said, “We will 
control three-wheelers, 
low-speed battery-powered 
vehicles, temporary 
roadside markets, 
and illegal parking on 
highways.”

Regarding unfit vehicles, 
Rabiul said workshops 
will be monitored to 
prevent unsafe vehicles 
from entering highways. 
Ongoing road and bridge 
construction projects have 
been instructed to remove 
materials and equipment 
from highways to keep 
lanes open.

Trucks and lorries 
carrying non-essential 
goods will face 
restrictions around Eid. 
Cargo movement from 
Chattogram port will be 
limited in the days leading 
up to Eid, except for 
essential and perishable 
items, to reduce highway 
congestion.

To reduce pressure on 
waterways, two additional 
river terminals -- Bosila 
Ghat and Kanchan Ghat -- 
have been opened alongside 
Sadarghat Launch Terminal, 
allowing passengers to 
board launches from those 
locations.

Verdict on
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Apart from the former VC 
and RMP commissioner, 
RMP deputy commissioner 
Md Abu Maruf Hossain; 
additional deputy 
commissioner Md Shah 
Nur Alam Patwari, who 
was later promoted to 
superintendent of police; 
assistant commissioner 
Md Arifuzzaman (Kotwali 
zone); Tajhat police station 
officer-in-charge Rabiul 
Islam; the university’s 
police outpost in-charge 
and sub-inspector Bibhuti 
Bhusan Roy; pro-Awami 
League Swadhinata 
Chikitsak Parishad leader 
Sarwar Hossain Chandan, 
are among the accused.

Of them, 24 accused, 
including the former VC, 
are currently absconding.

The remaining six 
accused are currently 
in jail custody. They are 
former university proctor 
Shariful Islam, former 
assistant registrar Rafiul 
Hasan, former contractual 
employee of the registrar’s 
office Anwar Parvez, former 
assistant sub-inspector of 
police Amir Hossain, former 
constable Sujan Chandra 
Roy, and banned Chhatra 
League leader Imran 
Chowdhury, alias Akash.

On August 5, 2025, the 
tribunal framed charges 
against all 30, detailing 
their alleged roles in 
aiding, inciting, or directly 
carrying out the shooting 
that killed Sayed, who was 
unarmed at the time.

The same year, the 
prosecution had submitted 
the formal charge on 
June 30, following the 
investigation agency’s probe 
report filed on June 24.

On August 27, the trial 
began with the deposition 
of Sayed’s father, Mokbul 
Hossain. Twenty-five 
prosecution witnesses 
testified in the case.

Abu Sayed was shot dead 
on July 16, 2024, during a 
student protest in Rangpur 
against the quota system in 
government jobs.

A video showing him 
being shot by police 
with arms outstretched 
in defiance went viral, 
turning him into an icon of 
resistance.

His killing is widely 
seen as a turning point 
that galvanised the 
mass uprising, which 
culminated in the fall of 
Sheikh Hasina’s regime on 
August 5, 2024.

Conviction rate in rape cases
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to use a rigid online GD 
format. “They say they 
cannot write down all our 
statements... but there are 
vital details that need to be 
included. This weakens the 
backbone of the case right 
from the start.”

Kamrun Nahar, a 
member of the coalition 
who moderated the event, 
criticised the ineffectiveness 
of government support 
services.

She alleged that 
calling the 109 national 
helpline only plays a 
welcome message without 
connecting callers to any 
actual assistance. 

She also said One-Stop 
Crisis Centres (OCC) close 
early. “If a survivor knocks 
on the OCC door after 
2:00pm and finds it closed, 
nothing could be more 

horrific,” she added.
Advocate Ayesha Akhter 

read out the coalition’s 
10-point demand. She noted 
that false cases related to 
violence against women are 
sometimes filed to harass 
rivals over land disputes, 
which further congests the 
judicial system.

In the concluding 
remarks, the coalition 
demanded the formation 
of a special state task force 
to quickly dispose of the 
10,000 pending rape cases. 
It also stressed the need to 
stop political interference 
and forced out-of-court 
settlements that allow 
perpetrators to walk free.

The 10-point demands 
include conducting fair 
investigations and ensuring 
swift justice for perpetrators; 
ensuring protection and 
compensation for victims 

and witnesses; holding 
government service 
providers accountable for 
negligence; expanding the 
legal definition of rape to 
make it non-discriminatory 
and aligned with human 
rights standards; ensuring 
justice for victims with 
disabilities and enacting 
a comprehensive victim 
and witness protection 
law; strictly enforcing the 
amended Evidence Act to 
ban questioning a victim’s 
character during cross-
examinations; establishing 
proper coordination 
among healthcare 
services, the judiciary, 
and non-governmental 
organisations; and 
transforming the Nari O 
Shishu Nirjatan Daman 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 
2025, into a comprehensive 
law.

133 interim govt ordinances
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For instance, meeting 
sources said the BNP 
agrees in principle that 
local government elections 
should not be held under 
party symbols. As a result, 
ordinances related to local 
government elections are 
likely to be enacted easily.

Some ordinances may 
be passed after revisions. 
According to a source, 
other state institutions 
have raised objections 
to certain provisions 
introduced by the interim 
government regarding the 
separation of the judiciary 
and the National Board 
of Revenue. These may 
be enacted after specific 
amendments.

On the other hand, 
ordinances that conflict 
with the Constitution or 
government policies are 
unlikely to be enacted. 

However, the ruling party 
does not want to reject 
any ordinance outright. 
After being presented 
in Parliament, these will 
be reviewed by expert 
committees to determine 
which ones should be 
repealed.

When asked whether 
reviewing such a large 
number of ordinances 
within 30 days would be 
possible, a legal expert told 
The Daily Star that the period 
refers to 30 working days 
of Parliament. This allows 
the government to take 
sufficient time for review 
by scheduling sessions with 
longer intervals.

Meanwhile, at 
yesterday’s meeting, the 
prime minister directed 
cabinet members to limit 
their protocols and also 
instructed officials to 
reduce his own.

The Cabinet Division 
has already issued an 
order to scale down the 
prime minister’s foreign 
travel protocol. Under 
the new directive issued 
yesterday, only the senior-
most cabinet minister, the 
chief whip of Parliament, 
the cabinet secretary, and 
the principal secretary to 
the prime minister will 
be present at the airport 
during the prime minister’s 
departure or arrival.

Commenting on the 
change, a cabinet member 
told The Daily Star on 
condition of anonymity, 
“The prime minister is 
moving through Dhaka 
with minimal protocol. 
Other ministers are 
also avoiding excessive 
protocol. As a result, traffic 
congestion in Dhaka has 
decreased compared to 
before.”

10 killed, 476 injured in post-polls
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Rajshahi and Barishal 
divisions each reported 
two deaths, while Dhaka 
division registered one 
fatality alongside 90 
injuries. Chattogram and 
Mymensingh divisions 
each reported one death.

Through direct 
observation across 50 
constituencies, Odhikar 
documented 32 incidents 
in 17 areas, resulting in 
five deaths and 41 injuries. 

Khulna-3 constituency 
alone accounted for the 
highest number of injuries 
among the monitored 
locations.

Reported incidents 
ranged from physical 
assaults and intimidation 
to property damage, 
including a nocturnal 
attack on a temple in 
Sylhet.

Investigations, case 
filings, detentions or crowd 
control measures were 

noted in 44 percent of the 
incidents, while others 
saw little or no official 
intervention.

Odhikar called on 
authorities to conduct 
prompt and impartial 
investigations, strengthen 
protection for civilians -- 
particularly for vulnerable 
groups, and implement 
early warning and rapid 
response mechanisms 
to prevent further post-
election violence.

Question Rizwana
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collusion to engineer the 
election in order to prevent 
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-
Islami from securing a 
majority as a mainstream 
party,” Taher said.

He called on the 
government to question 
Rizwana and clarify the 
situation.

Taher also said that 
Khalilur should be 
interrogated over his 
role during the interim 
government period.

He said the interim 
administration had 
pledged to maintain 
neutrality similar to that 

of a caretaker government, 
assuring that its advisers 
would not assume 
ministerial roles under a 
partisan administration. 

However, he noted that 
Khalilur Rahman later took 
oath as foreign minister, 
a move he described as 
“contradictory to that 
position”.

Alleging that Khalilur 
played a role in influencing 
the government in favour 
of the current ruling party, 
Taher said he should be 
removed from the cabinet 
and brought under 
questioning “in the interest 
of transparency”.


