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ICT-1 defers verdict
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admitted his involvement 
in the killings, detailing 
whom he fired at and under 
whose orders.

“We believe such 
crucial evidence must be 
submitted, which is why 
we requested the tribunal 
to accept it,” Aminul said, 
noting that the law permits 
submission of additional 
evidence at any stage.

Alongside Chanchal, 
four other former police 
officers, including then 
Dhaka Metropolitan Police 
commissioner Habibur 
Rahman, are accused in 
the case. Only Chanchal is 
in custody.

The three-member 
tribunal, led by Justice 
Md Golam Mortuza 
Mozumder, set April 9 
for submission of the new 
evidence. Chanchal’s bail 
plea was also rejected, with 
the tribunal citing the 
case’s advanced stage.

Aminul said he 
has reviewed all cases 
since taking charge 
on February 23 and 
identified several that may 
need re-investigation. 
“I am instructing the 
investigation officers 
concerned accordingly,” he 
added.

When asked about steps 
to bring back convicted 

former Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina who was 
sentenced to death by the 
ICT-1 over crimes against 
humanity during the July 
2024 uprising from India, 
Aminul said necessary 
actions would be taken but 
added he was unaware if 
any initiative had begun.

Meanwhile, ICT special 
investigating officer Tanvir 
Hassan Zoha appeared 
before the tribunal as a 
seizure-list witness in a case 
against Sajeeb Wazed Joy, 
former ICT adviser to Hasina, 
and former state minister for 
ICT Zunaid Ahmed Palak. 
The tribunal fixed March 10 
for the next hearing.

Forgive me if we don’t meet 
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Around 4:30pm, Rahman’s 
phone rang again. This 
time, an unfamiliar voice 
called from Osman’s 
number. 

“The boy who owns this 
phone is dead,” said the 
caller. 

As Rahman learned 
that Osman had died 
at Lakshmipur Sadar 
Hospital, he asked their 
relatives to bring his body 
home.

When relatives tried 
to bring the body home, 
activists affiliated with 
the Awami League, Jubo 
League and Chhatra 
League initially blocked its 
release. 

Even after the body was 
placed in an ambulance, it 
was stopped five times on 
the way, forcing relatives to 
take an alternative route.

Rahman himself faced a 

perilous journey back home. 
An ambulance driver in 

Mohammadpur demanded 
Tk 40,000, but later 
refused to go after learning 
Osman had been killed, 
fearing attacks from the 
then-ruling party activists. 

Rahman then travelled 
by auto-rickshaw to 
Sadarghat, took a launch 
to Chandpur and then a 
CNG to his village, arriving 
around 3:30am to see his 
son one last time. 

Osman was buried on 
August 5 after janaza.

Rahman said he later 
learned that Osman had 
been shot in front of Pinky 
Plaza in Lakshmipur by 
Salahuddin Tipu, son of 
local AL leader Abu Taher, 
and others who fired from 
a rooftop and the ground. 
Two others were also killed.

He alleged the killings 
were directed and incited 

by senior AL leaders, 
including the ousted prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina 
and Obaidul Quader.

Rahman also 
emotionally recounted 
how Osman’s body was 
exhumed a month later for 
forensic examination. 

He claimed that Osman’s 
body had not decayed, and 
he found the body “exactly 
as I had laid him”.

“The others present said 
the bodies of martyrs do 
not decompose,” he said. 

The court was shown 
a video from Rahman’s 
phone in which Osman, 
the night before his death, 
recorded himself singing 
a devotional ghazal and 
spoke about his burial, 
asking that his body be 
washed gently with warm 
water and jujube leaves.

Rahman ended his 
testimony by seeking justice.

Govt to compile list
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authoritarian orders 
carried out,” he said, 
adding that police will 
act according to law 
and senior officials will 
run the department 
with responsibility and 
accountability.

The home minister said 
he discussed departmental 
problems with police, 
including manpower and 
equipment issues, and 
asked what could be done 
to address them.

Asked whether an 
officer-in-charge (OC) 

could directly contact the 
home minister, Salahuddin 
said the government has 
not allowed breaking the 
chain of command.

On Dhaka’s traffic 
congestion and the 
growing number of 
vehicles, Salahuddin said a 
cell has been formed, and 
the DMP commissioner 
has been asked to sit with 
the traffic department to 
prepare recommendations.

He said the 
commissioner will submit a 
report within one week on 
how traffic congestion can 

be eased.
Salahuddin pointed to 

the “limitless” number of 
battery-run rickshaws and 
said many are operating 
even on VIP and major 
roads where non-motorised 
vehicles are not supposed 
to run.

He said the government 
has decided to begin a pilot 
initiative to restrict and 
regulate such movement 
in phases, starting from 
Uttara to Airport Road, 
then along the route 
through the VIP road and 
Secretariat.

Time poverty 
holding women
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session, MJF Executive 
Director Shaheen Anam 
said, “Women often have 
no time of their own 
and cannot pursue their 
ambitions because of the 
burden of unpaid work.”

“We are talking about 
change through the 
redistribution of work.”

Asma Akhter, deputy 
director and focal point 
(MEWGC Phase) at BBS, 
described time poverty 
as a lack of opportunity 
for education, income 
generation, and civic 
participation.

Towfiqul Islam Khan, 
co-ordinator at Centre 
for Policy Dialogue, 
highlighted that female 
labour participation in 
Bangladesh is only 35%, 
compared to 60-70% 
in Southeast Asia, with 
women spending seven 
times more time on 
household chores than 
men.

Prof Sayema Haque 
Bidisha, pro-VC 
(administration) of DU, 
said unpaid care hinders 
women’s professional 
growth and health, noting 
that women hold only 6% of 
high-level decision-making 
roles.

Economist Dr Selim 
Jahan urged the youth 
to embrace “mindset 
formation”, challenging 

men to stop being 
“shirkers” and women to 
allow men space to learn 
household tasks.

“The home does not 
belong only to girls; it 
belongs to both,” he said.

Kazi Rabeya Ame, 
programme analyst – 
gender and climate change 
and coordinator of the 
GiHA Working Group, said 
54% of women suffer from 
time poverty compared to 
only 7% of men.

Other speakers, 
including Rehana Khan, 
senior programme officer 
at the Embassy of Sweden 
in Dhaka, emphasised the 
impact of climate change, 
rural infrastructure gaps, 
and lack of state-provided 
care facilities on women’s 
workload.

The seminar adopted 
interactive discussions, 
storytelling, performances, 
and photo and art 
exhibitions to promote 
caregiving as a shared 
social responsibility.

Participants called for 
formal recognition of 
unpaid care in national 
statistics, equal sharing 
of household duties, 
and investment in care 
infrastructure to reduce 
rural women’s burdens.

The programme was 
attended by gender 
researchers, youth activists, 
and journalists.

CITY

My bank info
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submitted details of his 
income and assets to the 
Cabinet Division when he 
resigned.

He said he disclosed 
the details of his and his 
family’s bank accounts to 
“remove any confusion”.

According to him, 
his family has nine bank 
accounts in total. His 
father, a teacher, holds 
five accounts -- salary, 
savings and current -- with 
a combined balance of Tk 
5,47,711. His father also 
has a service loan of Tk 10 
lakh, of which Tk 6,39,746 
remains unpaid.

His mother has one 
account with Tk 21,154, and 
his wife has one account 
containing Tk 613.

Asif said he has two 
bank accounts. One 
savings account at Sonali 
Bank contains Tk 9,930. 
The other, at Dutch-Bangla 

Bank, was used during his 
16 months in government 
service, when he received 
an average monthly salary 
and allowances of about Tk 
1.65 lakh. Travel allowances 
from five foreign trips 
and other government 
payments were also 
deposited into the same 
account.

He said total credits 
in that account amount 
to Tk 85,81,961, while 
Tk 76,03,335 has been 
debited, leaving a balance 
of Tk 9,78,556.

“All deposits came 
through the government’s 
financial management 
system used by the Cabinet 
Division. No money from 
any other source was 
credited,” he claimed.

He claimed that the 
Awami League and some 
media outlets were trying 
to create confusion 
through “propaganda”.

PM to launch
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The prime minister’s Press 
Secretary Saleh Shibly said 
a four-member committee 
of secretaries, headed by 
the finance secretary, has 
been formed to oversee 
implementation of the 
programme.

Shibly said the card 
would not merely serve as an 
identification document but 
would represent the rightful 
entitlements, dignity and 
security of farmers across 
the country, adding that 
they would be given the 
highest priority and respect.

Through the card, 
farmers will gradually receive 
various services, including 
agricultural inputs at fair 
prices, government subsidies 
and incentives, access to 
machinery at affordable 
rates, irrigation facilities, 
agricultural loans on relaxed 
terms, insurance benefits, 
and opportunities to sell 
agricultural products at fair 
prices.

Farmers will also receive 
training, digital access 
to weather and market 
information, and advice 
on crop diseases and pest 
control, he added.

In addition to crop 
farmers, fish farmers, 
livestock rearers and 
dairy farmers will also 
receive benefits under the 
programme.

Under the pre-pilot 
phase, information on all 
categories of farmers will be 
collected, and Farmer Cards 
will be distributed in nine 
blocks under nine upazilas 
across eight divisions within 
the next 45 days.

The proposed upazilas 
are Tangail Sadar, Shibganj 
in Bogura, Panchagarh 
Sadar, Islampur in 
Jamalpur, Shailkupa in 
Jhenaidah, Nesarabad 
in Pirojpur, Juri in 

Moulvibazar, Cumilla 
Sadar, and Teknaf in Cox’s 
Bazar.

The programme will 
be implemented by the 
Department of Agricultural 
Extension (DAE) under the 
Ministry of Agriculture.

Under the scheme, 
each landless, marginal 
and small farmer will 
receive an average subsidy 
or agricultural input 
assistance of Tk 2,500 as 
financial grants, according 
to the press secretary.

After the pre-pilot phase, 
the government plans to 
roll out the programme 
nationwide, covering all 
upazilas within the next 
four years.
e-HEALTH CARD TO BE 

INTRODUCED

At a separate meeting, the 
prime minister also directed 
authorities to introduce an 
“e-Health Card” system to 
expand access to healthcare 
services.

Additional Press 
Secretary Atikur Rahman 
Ruman said the prime 
minister asked the health 
ministry to begin work on 
launching the system to 
ensure medical services 
reach people’s doorsteps.

During the meeting, 
officials discussed 
converting around 170 
abandoned government 
buildings under the LGRD 
ministry into healthcare 
centres.

The prime minister 
directed authorities to 
repurpose these unused 
buildings as clinics and 
healthcare facilities to 
expand service coverage.

The meeting also 
examined plans to recruit 
one lakh health workers 
-- 80 percent women and 
20 percent men -- and to 
fill vacant posts for doctors 
and other health workers


