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US ENTRY INTO IRAN WAR
Trump, Rubio
offer conllicting
reasons

REUTERS, Washington

‘No to war’

Spanish PM tells Trump;
UK PM vows to keep a ‘cool
head’

AGENCIES

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez yesterday
hit back at US President Donald Trump’s criticisms
of Madrid’s refusal to let US planes use its bases to
attack Iran.

“The position of the government of Spain can
be summed up in four words: no to war,” he said in
a televised address, a day after Trump threatened
to sever all trade with Spain.

“We will not be complicit in something that is
harmful to the world and contrary to our values and
interests, simply out of fear of retaliation,” he added.

Meanwhile, Keir Starmer said Britain would
respond to the escalating conflict in the Middle
East with a “cool head” after Trump chastised the
prime minister for failing to provide sufficient
support for his strikes on Iran, reports Reuters.

Britain initially refused to allow its military
bases to be used by the US for its assault on Tehran,
only tempering that position when Iran attacked
its neighbours - allowing UK bases to be used for
limited defensive strikes.

President Donald Trump said on Tuesday
he ordered US forces to join Israel’s attack
on Iran because he believed Iran was about
to strike first, contradicting the rationale
offered a day earlier by his secretary of
state for how the war began.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio told
reporters on Monday that the US launched
the attack because of fears that Iran would
retaliate in response to planned Israeli
action against Tehran.

“We knew that there was going to be
an Israeli action; we knew that that would
precipitate an attack against American
forces, and we knew that if we didn’t
preemptively go after them before they
launched those attacks, we would suffer
higher casualties,” Rubio said.

Trump rejected suggestions that Israel
pushed the US into the conlflict, as his
administration gave varying accounts and
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