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Govt deploys 
475 mobile 
vet clinics
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has deployed 475 mobile 
veterinary clinics (MVCs) nationwide 
to provide doorstep livestock services, 
particularly in remote areas.

The specialised vehicles have been 
distributed to nearly all upazila livestock 
offices to ensure farmers receive timely 
treatment and advisory support, officials 
said at a workshop on the progress of the 
Livestock and Dairy Development Project 
(LDDP) at InterContinental Dhaka 
yesterday.

Mostofa Kamal, project director of the 
LDDP under the livestock ministry, said 
the initiative seeks to bridge gaps in rural 
animal healthcare. “MVCs are specialised 
vehicles equipped to provide on-site, 
door-to-step veterinary services,” he said.

The clinics offer diagnosis, treatment, 
vaccination, minor surgeries and artificial 
insemination, helping reduce livestock 
mortality and improve farmers’ incomes.

So far, 135 kitchen markets have been 
built and handed over, while modern 
slaughterhouses are under construction 
in 13 district towns to ensure a safe and 
hygienic meat supply chain.

Food, Fisheries and Livestock and 
Agriculture Minister Mohammad Amin 
Ur Rashid said an agriculture card 
will soon be introduced to address the 
lack of accurate farmer data, noting it 
“will provide authentic information to 
improve service delivery.”

State Minister Sultan Salahuddin 
Tuku said the government has waived Tk 
10,000 crore in agricultural loans to ease 
the burden on small farmers and boost 
production.

Under the prime minister’s leadership, 
multiple plans are already underway to 
ensure overall sectoral progress, he added.

Suspected robber 
beaten to death
UNB, Rajshahi

A suspected robber was allegedly beaten to death 
by locals at Chakpalashi village in Puthia upazila of 
Rajshahi early yesterday.

The deceased was identified as Shaheen Ali, 35, 
of Durgapur upazila, said Dulal Hossain, officer-in-
charge of Puthia Police Station.

He said eight suspected robbers entered the village 
around 3:00am in a pickup van. Sensing their presence, 
locals raised the alarm and gathered by shouting.

At one stage, the eight tried to flee, but locals 
blocked the vehicle by placing logs on the road and 
caught them. Locals later beat them, leaving one dead 
on the spot and seven others injured, the OC said.

The injured were taken to a local hospital and 
later handed over to police, he added.

PM reaffirms women-only bus
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During the meeting, the 
PM also sought advice 
on modernising the 
country’s transport sector 
and improving overall 
connectivity in Dhaka.

In the meeting at 
the Prime Minister’s 
Office, the possibility of 
introducing train services 

in parts of Old Dhaka and 
other low-lying areas of 
the capital -- where bus 
services are currently 
inadequate -- was also 
considered.

Press wing officials 
further said the 
introduction of electric 
vehicles was discussed 
as a cost-effective and 

environmentally friendly 
transport solution capable 
of serving a larger number 
of commuters. 

Discussions were also 
held on the potential for 
high-speed train services 
in the future, aimed 
at enhancing intercity 
connectivity and easing 
traffic congestion.
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AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh

The Rangsa river, a tributary of the Old 
Brahmaputra in Tarakanda upazila of 
Mymensingh, was once an important 
waterway for transporting goods to 
different destinations in the region.

The river flowed through Dadra, Kakni 
and Balikhan unions in the upazila 
before connecting with other rivers 
across Mymensingh Sadar.

Today, the river is all but lost to oblivion. 
It has been reduced to a shadow of its 
former self and is gradually being choked.

About 10 years ago, a regulator was 
constructed on the river at its confluence 
in Mymensingh Sadar. Over the years, this 
caused extensive siltation, significantly 
restricting the river’s natural flow. 
Water hyacinths have further worsened 
the situation by taking over the entire 
waterbody.

To make matters worse, influential 
quarters have been grabbing parts of the 
river and constructing various structures 
amid negligence by local authorities.

“In Rangsa’s halcyon days, people 
could easily transport jute and other 
goods, including agricultural produce, 
by boat during the monsoon. Now, with 
its natural flow severely restrained, the 
river’s water has become stagnant and 
has been covered by water hyacinths and 
weeds for the past 10 years,” said Azizul 
Islam, 73, of Kakni village.

Sarwar Hossain, a farmer from 
the same locality, said other small 
waterbodies connected to the river are 

also facing the same fate.
Locals alleged that influential 

quarters have been grabbing the river’s 
land and creating obstructions to its flow 
for paddy cultivation and fish farming 
throughout the year, while authorities 
have turned a blind eye.

ATM Robilul Karim, a senior journalist, 
said if Rangsa could be saved, it would 
significantly enhance the region’s 

agricultural productivity.
Advocate Shibbir Ahmed Liton, 

secretary of local environmental platform 
Poribesh Rokhha O Unnayan Andolon, 
urged the authorities concerned to evict 
the illegal grabbers, remove structures 
built on the river’s land, clear the water 
hyacinths, and excavate the river to 
restore its natural flow.

SM Abid Hossain, sub-divisional 

engineer of Bangladesh Water 
Development Board in Mymensingh, 
said siltation at the confluence of the 
Rangsa and Old Brahmaputra rivers has 
disrupted the regular flow for a decade.

“There is also a regulator at that 
point in the Rambadhrapur area, but it 
is 4.50-metre wide whereas the river’s 
width is more than 10 metres. As such, 
water cannot pass through during the 

monsoon,” he said, adding that a proposal 
for dredging the Rangsa has been sent to 
higher authorities for approval.

Md Aminul Islam, UNO of Tarakanda 
and president of the upazila unit of Nodi 
Rokhha Committee, said several illegal 
structures had recently been removed 
from different parts of the river.

“Further steps will be taken soon 
against grabbers,” the UNO said.
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Rangsa river choked 
by silt, grabbers

aspects must be specified 
-- who will take oath 
as members, who will 
administer the oath and in 
what form,” he said.

“These are long 
processes and matters for 
discussion.”

He said he had learned 
that a petition had 
been moved in the High 
Court challenging the 
Constitutional Reform 
Order 2025, claiming it 
violated the constitution 
and was “ultra vires”.

“Let us see what opinion 
comes from the judiciary. 
We can take that into 
discussion in parliament. 
All such matters will be 
considered lawfully and 
constitutionally through 
parliamentary debate. That 
is democratic practice,” he 
said.

On ordinances 
promulgated during the 
interim government, 
Salahuddin said all 
133 ordinances were 
constitutionally required 
to be placed in parliament 
on the first day of the 
session.

“They will be placed. 
Which ones will be 
accepted and which 
ones will not -- that will 
be decided through 
parliamentary discussion,” 
he added.

Govt offers deputy
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who have taken oath as 
lawmakers would join the 
House as MPs, and only 
they would be entitled 
to participate in its 
proceedings.

“There is no provision 
in the constitution for a 
Constitutional Reform 
Council,” he said.

“Those who have taken 
oath as members of such 
a council have done so 
on their own. But they 
cannot participate in 
the national parliament 
in that capacity. Only 
members of parliament 
can take part.”

He said discussions on 
constitutional reform in 
seminars and public forums 
were part of political rights 
and anyone could raise 
demands.

“But we cannot place 
anything unconstitutional 
in the national parliament,” 
he said.

“If a constitutional 
amendment is brought 
and incorporated into 
the constitution, then all 

HC order on July 
charter, referendum 
petitions today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday set today for delivering 
orders on two petitions challenging the legality of the 
Referendum Ordinance and July National Charter.

The bench of Justice Razik-Al-Jalil and Justice Md 
Anowarul Islam set the date after hearing arguments 
from the lawyers concerned on the petitions.

Lawyers Ahsanul Karim, Syed Mamun Mahbub, 
Jyotirmoy Barua, Gazi Kamrul Islam Sajal, Gazi 
Touhidul Islam and Md Nazmus Sakib placed 
arguments in support of the writ petitions while 
lawyers Mohammod Hossain Lipu and Mohammad 
Shishir Manir opposed the petitions on behalf 
of National Citizen Party and Jamaat-e-Islami 
respectively and Acting Attorney General Md 
Arshadur Rouf and Additional Attorney General 
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