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the incident,” he added.
“One of the people 

critically injured in the 
clashes later died while being 
taken to Dhaka. Following a 
post-mortem at Chuadanga 
250-bed General Hospital, 
the body was handed over 
to the family,” Chuadanga 
Superintendent of Police 
Mohammad Monirul Islam 
told The Daily Star.

Jibannagar Upazila 
Nirbahi Officer Md Ashraful 
Alam Rasel said tension 
remained high in the area.

“Police, army, and other 
law enforcement personnel 
visited the scene at night. 
An application has been 
submitted to the deputy 
commissioner requesting 
additional forces,” he added.

According to police 
and locals, the clash 
erupted from an earlier 
attack on Mehdi Hasan, 
convener of Hasadah union 
Swechchhasebak Dal, at 
Sutia village on February 
13. Police rescued Hasan 
and admitted him to the 
upazila health complex.

On Saturday evening, 
Mofizur and Hafizur 
were travelling with a 
few activists to the party 
office at Hasadah Bazar 
on motorcycles when they 
were obstructed in front 
of the Kamil madrasa 
by Mehdi, who allegedly 
assaulted them. In the 
ensuing retaliation, at least 
six people were injured, 
they added.

Jibannagar upazila 
BNP President Anwar 
Hossain Khan held Jamaat 
responsible for the incident, 
claiming that the party had 
been repeatedly attacking 
BNP leaders and activists 
since the election.

He alleged that Jamaat 
men had brutally assaulted 
the Swechchhasebak Dal 
leader before handing him 
over to police in an injured 
condition, which led to the 
clash.

Upazila Jamaat Ameer 
Maulana Sazedur Rahman 
countered that Jamaat 
leaders and activists were 
innocent and had been 
attacked with locally made 
weapons.

Chuadanga-2 lawmaker 
and Ameer of district 
Jamaat, Md Ruhul Amin, 
told The Daily Star that 
it was not a clash but an 
attack.

He said a young man 
from Sutia village had 
gone to Hasadah Bazar 
on Saturday to buy 
iftar items. There, BNP 
activists assaulted him. 
Later, our men went to 
the spot and asked the 
person who had beaten 
him to come forward for a 
mutual settlement. They 
were standing beside the 
market at the time. Then 
20 to 25 men arrived on 
motorcycles and launched 
a sudden attack.  He said 
one activist was killed and 
three others were in critical 
condition. They have been 
admitted to Chuadanga 
Sadar Hospital. “A total of 
five of our men were injured 
in the attack. We demand 
a fair investigation and 
justice over the incident.”

I had no role in Khaleda’s eviction
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He said military 
intelligence had informed 
him that disappearances 
were taking place but did 
not provide specific details.

He denied attempting 
to influence Ziaul during 
the investigation into the 
Narayanganj seven-murder 
case and rejected claims 
that a hostile relationship 
developed after Ziaul 
allegedly refused to comply.

Referring to his earlier 
testimony, Iqbal said he 
could not investigate 
allegations that India’s 
Research and Analysis Wing 
(RAW) operated an office 
inside DGFI headquarters, 
as the agency was beyond 
his operational authority.

He also denied 
amassing wealth through 
benefits from the Hasina 
government. He dismissed 
allegations that he had 
tried to portray Ziaul as 
a “serial killer” without 
documentary evidence.

Answering further 
questions, he said army 
operations in the CHT 

during his tenure as GOC 
resulted in multiple deaths, 
including members of the 
Shanti Bahini, and that 
some suspects died while 
in temporary custody.

He also denied owning 
Winnievision Power 
Plant Limited, saying he 
never received approval 
to operate any power 
plant under the Hasina 
government and that he is 
only the chairman of Uni 
Vision Power Limited.

At one point, tribunal 
chair Justice Md Golam 
Mortuza Mozumder 
cautioned Iqbal against 
unnecessary elaboration, 
saying, “Talking too much 
may harm the case.”

Meanwhile, two women 
broke down before ICT-2 
yesterday while recounting 
how their husbands were 
shot dead during the July 
uprising in Kushtia.

Laboni Akhter Ity, wife 
of Ashraful Islam, and 
Fahima Khatun, wife of 
gold trader Suruj Ali Babu, 
testified as prosecution 
witnesses in a case against 

Mahbubul Alam Hanif and 
three other local Awami 
League leaders -- district 
president Sadar Uddin 
Khan, general secretary 
Azgar Ali, and city general 
secretary Ataur Rahman 
Khan Ata -- over the killing 
of six people, including 
their husbands.

Laboni said Ashraful 
joined the protests on 
August 4 after witnessing 
police brutality against a 
boy. 

On August 5, Ashraful 
called her from outside 
Kushtia Model Police 
Station amid heavy gunfire, 
saying he could not return 
home. That was their last 
conversation. He later died 
of gunshot injuries.

Fahima said her husband 
was shot while protesting 
near Burmese Goli on 
August 5 and later died at 
Kushtia General Hospital.

Both women alleged the 
killings were carried out on 
the orders of senior Awami 
League leaders and police 
officials and demanded 
justice.

Justice for July
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On ordinances issued during 
the interim government, 
Nahid said it is now the 
responsibility of the current 
parliament to approve 
them. He said the ruling and 
opposition parties could 
reach a consensus on the 
matter during the session.

“The parliament should 
be declared a council 
representing the July 
uprising movement, take 
oath, and bring the fascist 
president under arrest,” he 
said.

He also urged party 
leaders and activists to 
actively uphold the demands 
raised during the uprising.

At the programme, 
NCP spokesperson Asif 
Mahmud Shojib Bhuyain 
said, “We want the BNP 
to take the oath for the 
Constitutional Reform 
Council at its first session 
on March 12. At the same 
session, the president must 
be impeached.”

A relative
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Yesterday afternoon, police 
took the accused to the 
crime scene and recovered 
a hammer, wooden stick, 
and some other evidence.

“Samples have also 
been collected for DNA 
testing to corroborate the 
confessional statement,” 
said the SP.

Jamila’s sister Nitu told 
The Daily Star that Sharif 
had been stalking her sister 
for a while, but she rejected 
his offer.

Dr Sharmin Sobnom, 
a forensic physician at 
Pabna Medical College and 
Hospital, said, “Samples 
have been collected for 
chemical analysis to 
confirm whether the girl 
was raped. We will get the 
reports within two or three 
days.”

The bodies were handed 
over to the family yesterday 
following autopsies. 

India to resume full
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“Discussions during 
the meeting covered 
visa services, border 
management, security 
cooperation, and broader 
bilateral engagement. 
There was no specific 
discussion on reopening 
tourist visas separately,” 
Salahuddin said.

He also said the Indian 
envoy met him as part of 
routine courtesy following 
the new government’s 
formation.

The minister said 
Bangladesh sought India’s 
cooperation based on 
mutual interests, dignity, 
respect, and benefit.

Referring to border 
security and border 
killings, a key focus of the 
discussion, Salahuddin 
said, “We want our Border 
Guard Bangladesh and 
India’s Border Security 
Force to hold continuous 
meetings to avoid such 
incidents.”

Salahuddin said 
Bangladesh wants to move 
its relations with India 
forward, not backwards, 
adding that the foundation 
of Bangladesh-India 
bilateral relations should 
rest on people-to-people 
contact, not ties between 
political parties of the two 
countries.

“We want to renew 
our relations by learning 
from past experiences. 
We do not want to see 
our interdependence 
as weakness, but as 
strength. The basis of our 
relationship will be shared 
interests,” he said, adding 
that the two countries 
share a common history 
and culture.

The home minister 
requested the Indian high 
commissioner to reopen the 
visa centres and increase 
the rate of visa issuance.

In response, Pranay 
Verma said India was 
issuing adequate medical 
visas. However, over the 

past one and a half years, 
various visa centres 
have faced mob attacks 
and protests, as well as 
broader security concerns, 
which led to closures and 
a reduced rate of visa 
issuance.

With a political 
government now 
established in Bangladesh 
and the law and order 
situation improving, the 
Indian visa centres would 
be reopened gradually 
once security was ensured, 
and visa issuance would 
increase step by step, he 
added.

Salahuddin assured the 
envoy that there would be 
no mob attacks on Indian 
visa centres or other 
Indian establishments, and 
adequate security has been 
ensured at the Indian High 
Commission office and visa 
centres.

The high commissioner 
also noted that Indian 
visa applications are 
currently submitted online 
and requested necessary 
measures against attempts 
to hack the website.

The home minister 
instructed the Cyber 
Crime Unit of the Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police and 
the Counter Terrorism and 
Transnational Crime Unit 
for steps to address the 
matter.

Pranay also said India’s 
training programmes 
were of a high standard 
and stressed greater 
participation from 
Bangladesh in skill 
development training 
under the ITEC programme.

The minister assured 
him that more members 
of Bangladesh’s law 
enforcement agencies 
would be sent to India for 
such capacity-building 
training.

The envoy expressed 
hope that the two countries 
would work together to 
restore and strengthen 
their historical ties.
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Islamist parties condemn US-Israel attacks
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“Ensuring international 
law, state sovereignty, and 
the protection of civilians 
is now the most urgent 
priority,” he said.

Jamaat also staged a 
demonstration at the north 
gate of the Baitul Mukarram 
National Mosque yesterday 
afternoon, followed by 
a procession through 
Bijoynagar and Kakrail 
till the Shantinagar 
intersection.

Addressing the event, 
ATM Azharul Islam, the 
party’s nayeb-e-ameer, 
alleged that those who 
“cannot tolerate the rise of 

Islam” are using Israel in an 
attempt to destroy Iran. 

He also criticised the role 
of the UN, saying that if it 
sides with powerful states, 
questions may arise about 
its necessity in maintaining 
world peace.

In a separate statement, 
IAB Ameer Mufti Syed 
Muhammad Rezaul Karim 
said his party strongly 
condemns the killing of 
Iran’s top religious leader 
in a missile strike at his 
residence, terming it a 
barbaric act.

Rezaul Karim said such 
“US-Israeli brutality” could 

turn the entire Middle East 
into a flashpoint and its 
repercussions would be felt 
worldwide.

Bangladesh Khelafat 
Majlis Ameer Mamunul 
Haque and Secretary 
General Jalaluddin Ahmad, 
in a joint statement, 
described the attacks on Iran 
and the killing of Khamenei 
as a “blatant disregard for 
established international 
law and norms”, adding that 
the conflict is jeopardising 
regional stability and 
security while fuelling global 
concern and anger. 

Addressing a rally 

at Baitul Mukarram’s 
north gate, Khelafat 
Majlis Secretary General 
Ahmad Abdul Quader also 
condemned the US strikes 
on Iran and alleged that the 
Trump administration had 
violated US law.

He said assassinating the 
top leader of a sovereign 
country cannot be justified 
under any international 
norm.

Quader further claimed 
that over 100 children 
were killed in a strike on a 
school in Iran, describing 
it as a grave crime against 
humanity.
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