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Speakers at the 13th episode of The Daily Star’s “Itihas Adda” at The Daily Star Centre yesterday.
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As Bangladesh observes the enduring 
legacy of the Language Movement 
throughout February, conversations 
around Bangla often intensify -- 
sometimes emotionally, sometimes 
critically.

Scholars and writers, however, say 
safeguarding a language requires more 
than seasonal sentiment; it demands 
year-round practice, precision and 
responsibility from both institutions 
and individuals.

At the 13th episode of The Daily 
Star’s “Itihas Adda”, speakers said while 
Bangla faces no immediate threat of 
extinction, its “health” depends on 
how effectively it adapts to modern 
technology and is implemented at the 
state level.

Prof Dr Mohammad Asaduzzaman 
of the Department of Linguistics at 
Dhaka University said language cannot 
be confined to symbolic observance.

“We tend to become highly attentive 
to language during a particular month, 
sometimes overwhelmed with emotion. 
But language is not something we use 
only in February -- it is part of our daily 
life,” he said.

He stressed that love and emotional 
attachment to Bangla must translate 

into consistent and correct usage. 
The continuity of discussion around 
language is equally important, he 
added.

“This conversation should not end by 
mid-March. Those involved in writing 
and editing, especially in newspapers, 
must treat this issue with importance 
throughout the year,” he said.

Critiquing past state-led initiatives, 
Prof Shamima Sultana of the Bangla 
department at Jahangirnagar University 
highlighted inconsistencies in what was 
promoted as “Digital Bangla”.

“A 2022 survey of government 
websites -- from the President’s office 
to the Prime Minister’s -- revealed 
widespread spelling errors. Even 
fundamental terms like ‘freedom 
fighter’ were incorrectly written. 
Despite spending crores on digitisation, 
there was a lack of sincerity in applying 
the language correctly,” she said.

She also underscored the political 
nature of language, referring to the 
resurgence of certain terms during 
recent mass movements. 

Words such as “Insaf” and “Inqilab”, 
she noted, have reappeared in public 
discourse, sparking renewed debates 
over linguistic identity and notions of 
purity.

Bangla must live beyond 
symbolic observance
Say speakers at Star Itihas Adda
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PM for faster manifesto 
implementation
Attends office on weekly holiday
UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman 
yesterday attended office on a 
public holiday and urged officials 
to expedite implementation 
of the government’s election 
manifesto.

The move, similar to last 
week’s holiday appearance, 
signals his push to maintain momentum in delivering key 
policy priorities.

Tarique arrived at the Prime Minister’s Office in 
Tejgaon at 10:15am, said his Additional Press Secretary 
Atikur Rahman Rumon.

Rumon said the prime minister left his Gulshan 
residence in the morning and went to his office in Tejgaon, 
where he held a meeting with officials and staff members.
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403 students 
died by suicide 
last year
Says Aachol 
Foundation report
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At least 403 students died 
by suicide in the country in 
2025, with schoolchildren 
making up the largest 
share -- a total of 190 cases.

In the cases, the 
number of female 
students was higher, 
according to a survey by 
Aachol Foundation, an 
organisation working on 
suicide prevention and 
mental health awareness.

The findings of the 
study, titled “Student 
Suicides: A Growing 
Crisis”, were presented at a 
press conference in Dhaka 
yesterday.

The survey shows that 
suicides among students 
rose from 310 in 2024 to 
403 in 2025. The data was 
compiled by reviewing 
reports published in 165 
local and national media 
outlets.

Findings show about 
28 percent of the cases 
were linked to depression, 
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253 incidents of violence 
against women in Feb: MSF

UNB, Dhaka

The human rights situation across Bangladesh 
deteriorated further in February compared to 
January this year, particularly due to post-
election violence, political arrests, violence 
against women and children, and border-
related incidents, according to a report by 
Manabadhikar Shongskriti Foundation (MSF).

The findings were diclosed in MSF’s 
Human Rights Situation Monitoring Report 
for February 2026, released yesterday.

Although no major violence was reported on 
Election Day on February 12, incidents of violence, 

casualties, politically and personally motivated attacks, 
clashes, violence against women, and arson occurred 

in different parts of the country following the 
announcement of the election and referendum 

results, said the report.
According to data published in the media 

and collected by MSF, a total of 799 people 
were victims of election-related violence in 
136 incidents in February, leaving five people 

killed and 794 others injured.
Of the 136 incidents, 65 occurred before the 

election, leaving 385 people injured. On Election 
Day, 14 incidents were reported with 98 people injured. 

SEE PAGE 9 COL 7

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

National Citizen Party Convener and Opposition Party 
Chief Whip Nahid Islam yesterday said the party’s next 
goal is to strengthen its grassroots organisation to expand 
its political gains.

“We are not satisfied with winning six seats in the 
last election. We will work towards greater success in 
the future,” he said, urging party leaders and activists to 

NCP eyes stronger 
grassroots, more 
political gains
Says Nahid marking party’s first 
anniversary
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The third day of the Amar Ekushey Book Fair 
yesterday saw a mix of slow sales and cautious 
optimism among publishers, as preparations 
continued alongside the impact of Ramadan.

Book lovers were seen moving from stall to stall 
in search of their preferred titles, while several stalls 
at the fairground were still under construction.

Publishers said overall sales so far have been 
“neither great, nor bad”, expressing hope that 
both sales and footfall would increase in the 
coming days.

Compared to previous years, daytime visitor 
turnout remains relatively low due to Ramadan.

Publishers said Ramadan has shifted the usual 
rhythm of the fair, particularly affecting visiting 
hours. However, they expect the fairground to 
become more vibrant over time.

Monirul Haque, owner of Ananya Prokashoni, 
said sales have not met expectations this year.

“People now have to return home before iftar. 
At night, there are Taraweeh prayers. So naturally, 
visitors are spending less time at the fair,” he said.

Kawsar Ahmed Ashiq, manager of Prothoma 
Prokashon, echoed the sentiment.

“Due to Ramadan and other factors, sales may 
remain slightly subdued. However, we are hopeful 
that it will improve in the coming days,” he said.

Book fair yet to 
gain momentum
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Home Minister Salahuddin Ahmed, accompanied by The Daily Star Editor and Publisher Mahfuz Anam, inspects 
the fire-damaged floors of the newspaper’s building during a visit yesterday. Foreign Minister Khalilur Rahman 
also visited the office of The Daily Star yesterday.
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