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Afghans 
fear further 
escalation
Blasts followed 
by continuous 
detonations as 
stored munitions 
catch fire

REUTERS, Kabul

Pakistani air strikes hit 
a weapons depot on the 
western outskirts of Kabul 
overnight, triggering hours 
of secondary explosions 
that rattled homes across 
the Afghan capital and left 
residents fearing further 
violence.

Video verified by Reuters 
showed thick plumes of 
black smoke rising above 
Darulaman, a residential 
neighbourhood in western 
Kabul that also houses 
several government and 
military compounds, as a 
blaze engulfed part of the 
depot and repeated flashes 
lit up the night sky when 
ammunition ignited inside.

Residents said the 
bombardment began 

shortly after midnight. “We 
were asleep when we heard 
the sound of a plane,” said 
Tamim, a taxi driver who 
lives near the depot. “It 
came and dropped two 
bombs, then flew away 
again. After that, we heard 
explosions.”

He said the initial 
blasts were followed by 
continuous detonations as 
stored munitions caught 
fire. “The ammunition 
inside the depot kept 
exploding on its own,” he 
said. “Everyone, in panic, 
ran down from the second 
floor of the house.”

Tamim said the fire 
burned until about 6:00 
am, when it was brought 
under control. His family 
escaped injury, but doors 
and windows were damaged 
and glass shattered from 
the force of the blasts.

“The blaze was very 
intense,” he said. Danish, 
a 35-year-old pharmacist 
who lives about 10 minutes 
from the depot, said he had 
been awake following news 
of rising tensions.

Ukrainian missiles 
hit energy sites in 
Russia’s Belgorod
REUTERS

Ukrainian missiles struck the Russian town 
of Belgorod near the border, inflicting serious 
damage on energy installations and disrupting 
power, water and heating, the regional governor 
said early yesterday.

The attack on Belgorod, 40 km (25 miles) 
from the Ukrainian border, and the surrounding 
district, was the second in five days to cause 
serious damage. 

The area has been a frequent target of Ukraine’s 
military in the four years since Russia invaded its 
smaller neighbour. “Serious damage has occurred 
with energy infrastructure,” Vyacheslav Gladkov 
wrote on Telegram. “As a result, there have been 
disruptions to supplies of power, water and heating.”

About 50,000 people were left without power. 
There was no comment from Ukrainian officials.

Gladkov said the extent of the damage would be 
assessed at first light. Pictures posted on unofficial 
Telegram channels showed residential areas in 
darkness and skies lit up with explosions.

Along with the neighbouring Kursk region, 
parts of which were seized by Ukraine in a surprise 
attack in August 2024 and held for many months, 
Belgorod has borne the brunt of Ukrainian cross-
border strikes since the start of the war.

Shelling and blackouts have made the war 
a daily reality that is impossible to ignore - in 
contrast with the rest of Russia, where opinion 
polls suggest many are trying to get on with their 
lives while tuning out news from the battlefield.

Trump risks walking into an 
Iraq-style trap in Iran
CNN ONLINE

Donald Trump might never have 
been president but for an Iraq War 
backlash that shattered trust in 
establishment leaders.

So, it’s ironic he may be emulating 
some of the rhetorical positions 
and strategic miscalculations that 
led President George W Bush into 
disaster in the Middle East after 
2003.

Trump has reportedly made no 
decision on whether to strike Iran. 
But his huge naval and air power 

buildup in the region is the biggest 
since the Iraq invasion that toppled 
President Saddam Hussein.

This could give leverage to force 
an Iranian climbdown in crisis 
talks that resumed in Geneva on 
Thursday. But absent an enormous 
diplomatic breakthrough, ordering 
such a force home without firing a 
shot would buckle Trump’s prestige. 
The Trump administration was 
founded on the MAGA movement’s 
allergy to foreign quagmires. This 
may explain why it’s made few 
coherent arguments for a war it’s 

threatening to fight.
But the downside to this 

approach is that while America’s 
military may be prepared for war, 
the public is not. Before invading 
Iraq, Bush spent months making 
the case for war — albeit one based 
on faulty intelligence and false 
premises. Trump may be overstating 
Iran’s capabilities. But by invoking 
threats to the homeland, he 
followed a controversial path taken 
by the Bush administration and 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair’s 
government to justify the Iraq War.

An injured Pakistani girl receives treatment at a hospital in Bajaur, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, Pakistan, yesterday, following overnight 
cross-border fighting between Pakistan and Afghanistan. PHOTO: AFP

Activists gather in the Elmwood Village neighbourhood following the death of Nurul Amin Shah Alam, a nearly 
blind refugee from Myanmar who had been missing since his release from jail into the custody of the US Border 
Patrol and was later found dead, in Buffalo, New York, US, on Thursday night. PHOTO: REUTERS

SEPT 2025 PROTESTS

Nepal’s ex-police 
chief ordered 
lethal force: BBC
AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal’s former police chief ordered the use of lethal 
force during the September 2025 anti-corruption 
protests, a BBC investigation revealed.

At least 77 people were killed in the September 
8-9 protests, the deadliest unrest 

since the end of the 2006 
civil war, which ultimately 

forced the government to 
collapse. No one has been 
held accountable for the 
deaths as yet.

The report, which 
aired on Thursday, 

comes ahead of the 
March 5 elections, in 

which major parties from 
the coalition government 

toppled by the uprising are 
seeking to return to power.

Nepal’s police did not immediately respond to 
AFP request for comment yesterday.

The BBC reported that police said they had 
been “faced with an overwhelming situation 
where we had to respond to multiple incidents 
simultaneously”.

What’s behind Pakistan’s 
attack on Afghan Taliban?

REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan has been the Afghan Taliban’s closest 
friend for decades. It was Islamabad that helped 
give birth to the Taliban in the early 1990s – as 
a way to give Pakistan “strategic depth” in its 
rivalry with India. What’s gone wrong?

Pakistan carried out air strikes on 
Afghanistan’s major cities overnight, officials 
in Islamabad and Kabul said yesterday, 
escalating months of border clashes between 
the Islamic neighbours. 

The escalating conflict is a long way from 
Islamabad’s historic support for the Taliban. 
The key questions:
WHY ARE THE NEIGHBOURS AT ODDS?
Pakistan welcomed the return to power of 
the Taliban in 2021, with then-prime minister 
Imran Khan saying that Afghans had “broken 
the shackles of slavery”.  But Islamabad soon 
found that the Taliban were not as cooperative 
as it had hoped. 

Islamabad says that the leadership of 
militant group Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) and many of its fighters are based in 
Afghanistan, and that armed insurgents 
seeking independence for the southwestern 
Pakistani province of Balochistan also use 
Afghanistan as a safe haven.

Militancy has increased every year since 
2022 with attacks by the TTP and Baloch 
insurgents growing, according to Armed 
Conflict Location & Event Data, a global 
monitoring organization.

Kabul for its part has repeatedly denied 
allowing militants to use Afghan territory 
to launch attacks in Pakistan. The Afghan 
Taliban say Pakistan harbours fighters from 

its enemy, Islamic State, a charge Islamabad 
denies.

Islamabad says the ceasefire did not hold 
long due to continued militant attacks in 
Pakistan from Afghanistan, and there have 
been repeated clashes and border closures 
since then that have disrupted trade and 

movement along the rugged frontier. 
WHAT SPARKED THE LATEST CLASHES?
The day before last weekend’s strikes, Pakistani 
security sources said they had “irrefutable 
evidence” that militants in Afghanistan were 
behind a recent wave of attacks and suicide 
bombings which targeted Pakistani military 
and police. 

The sources listed seven planned or 
successful attacks by militants since late 2024 
that they said were connected to Afghanistan.

One attack last week that killed 11 security 
personnel and two civilians in Bajaur district 
was undertaken by an Afghan national. This 
attack was claimed by the TTP.
WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN NEXT?
Pakistan is likely to intensify its military 
campaign, analysts say. On paper, there 
is a wide mismatch between the military 
capabilities of two sides. At 172,000, the 
Taliban have less than a third of Pakistan’s 
personnel. The Taliban do possess at least six 
aircraft and 23 helicopters but their condition 
is unknown and they have no fighter jets or 
effective air force. 

Pakistan’s armed forces include more than 
600,000 active personnel, have more than 
6,000 armoured fighting vehicles and more 
than 400 combat aircraft.


