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‘No deadlines’ to end 

Ukraine war
Russian FM says as missile, drone barrage hits 

Ukrainian cities; 23 injured
AFP, Kyiv

Moscow is in no hurry to reach 
a deal to end the war in Ukraine, 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
suggested in comments to state 
media yesterday.

Negotiators from both countries 
were in Geneva yesterday for 
separate talks with US officials, part 
of a fraught negotiation process 
being pushed by President Donald 
Trump in a bid to end the fighting.

Several rounds of discussions 
have failed to clinch a deal, with 
Moscow insisting on hardline 
territorial and political demands 
that Kyiv has ruled out as 

tantamount to capitulation.
Top officials in Russia again 

pushed back on the idea a deal was 
close. “Have you heard anything 
from us about deadlines? We have 
no deadlines, we have tasks. We 
are getting them done,” state news 
agencies quoted Lavrov as saying.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov also said it was too early 
to make “forecasts” or say at what 
stage the peace process was at.

Meanwhile, Russian strikes in 
multiple Ukrainian cities wounded 

at least 23 people, including a child, 
officials said yesterday.

The Ukrainian air force reported 
high-speed targets heading toward 
the capital shortly before Tymur 
Tkachenko, head of Kyiv’s military 
administration, said Russia was 
striking the city with drones and 
ballistic missiles.

“Air defence is operating. Stay in 
shelters until the alert is cleared!” 
he wrote on Telegram, early 
yesterday. Kyiv police said debris 
sparked fires and damage in three 
districts, including a blaze in non-
residential buildings, a smashed 
balcony window in a high-rise and 
a fire at a two-storey house.

No casualties were reported, and 
emergency crews and investigators 
worked through the morning to 
secure the sites and document the 
damage. 

The bombardment extended well 
beyond the capital. In the northeast 

city of Kharkiv and a nearby village, 
14 people were wounded, among 
them a seven-year-old boy, regional 
chief Oleg Synegubov said.

Towards the south, Zaporizhzhia 
also came under heavy fire. 
Regional head Ivan Fedorov said 
seven people were wounded, after 
strikes damaged 19 apartment 
blocks, four houses and other 
buildings. 

In Kryvyi Rig in the 
Dnipropetrovsk region, two people 
were wounded. The overnight 
strikes prompted Poland to 
scramble fighter jets, it said on X. 

The latest barrage came as 
Ukrainian negotiators were due 
to meet US officials yesterday 
in Geneva for talks on post-
war reconstruction, including a 
“prosperity package” of funding to 
rebuild Ukraine’s economy, despite 
a deadlock in peace negotiations 
with Russia.

PARIS AGREEMENT

UN approves 
first carbon 
credits
AFP, Paris

The United Nations 
yesterday announced the 
approval of the first carbon 
credits under a global 
market aimed at reducing 
emissions, a mechanism 
that has faced scrutiny over 
greenwashing concerns.

The UN-run market, 
established under the 
Paris climate accord, 
allows companies and 
countries to offset their 
excess emissions by 
financing projects that cut 
greenhouse gases in other 
nations.

Critics fear that if set 
up poorly, such schemes 
can undermine the world’s 
efforts to curb global 
warming by allowing 
countries or companies to 
greenwash -- or overstate -- 
their emissions reductions.

The first credits issued 
under new carbon market 
involve a project in 
Myanmar that distributes 
efficient wood-burning 
cookstoves that reduce 
harmful household air 
pollution and ease pressure 
on forests, UN agency said.

THAI BORDER DISPUTE

Cambodia wants 
‘de-escalation’: PM
AFP, Brussels

Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun Manet said on 
Wednesday Phnom Penh wanted de-escalation 
and a peaceful resolution to its border conflict 
with Thailand, after Bangkok this week accused 
its neighbour of violating a December truce.

The Southeast Asian nations’ decades-long 
border dispute erupted into several rounds 
of clashes last year, killing dozens of people 
and displacing more than a million in July and 
December.

“We are not escalating. We want de-escalation. 
We want peaceful coexistence,” Hun Manet told 
AFP in Brussels, in a rare international media 
interview.

Thailand’s military accused Cambodian forces 
of firing a grenade round near a Thai patrol 
Tuesday, prompting return fire -- something 

Phnom Penh has denied.
Cambodia says Thai forces 
captured several areas in 

border provinces and 
has demanded their 

withdrawal, while 
Bangkok insists it has 
merely reclaimed land 
that was part of Thailand 

and had been occupied 
by Cambodians for years.

Hun Manet declined 
to say how much land Thai 

forces had captured, but 
said they had ventured “well over 

beyond” what even Bangkok says is the frontier 
between the two countries.

Asked whether Cambodian forces would fight 
to regain lost territory, he said: “We always stick 
to the de-escalation, peaceful solutions.”

The two countries’ century-old border conflict 
stems from a dispute over the French colonial-
era demarcation of their 800-kilometre (500-
mile) frontier.

Phnom Penh has asked France for assistance 
and access to historical documents and maps in 
a bid to resolve the issue, and called for a joint 
border commission to resume work on it.

7,667 died or 
vanished on 
migrant routes 
in 2025: IOM
AFP, Berlin

At least 7,667 people died 
or went missing last year on 
migration routes around 
the world, but the true 
death toll is likely higher, 
the UN’s migration agency 
reported yesterday.

The figure was down on 
2024 when almost 9,200 
deaths were recorded, 
but the International 
Organization for Migration 
(IOM) said numbers 
nonetheless reflected the 
“global scale” of the crisis 
faced by migrants.

“The continued loss of 
life on migration routes is 
a global failure we cannot 
accept as normal,” said 
IOM Director General Amy 
Pope. She argued for safer 
legal routes, adding:  “These 
deaths are not inevitable.”

Funding cuts for aid 
groups, crackdowns on 
humanitarian NGOs and 
limited access to data are 
making it more difficult to 
accurately track deaths, the 
UN agency said.

Sea crossings such as the 
perilous journey across the 
Mediterranean Sea from 
Africa to Europe remain 
among the deadliest routes 
for migrants, the report 
said.

At least 2,108 people 
went missing while trying 
to cross the Mediterranean 
in 2025, and another 1,047 
died or vanished while 
trying to cross to Spain’s 
Canary Islands, according 
to IOM.

CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS

FBI fires agents 
linked to Trump 
probe: reports
AFP, Washington

The FBI has fired at least half a dozen agents linked 
to a 2022 probe into President Donald Trump 
retaining documents at his Mar-a-Lago residence, 
US media reported on Wednesday, drawing anger 
from the association representing bureau personnel.

The FBI raided Trump’s residence in Florida in 
2022, when he was out of office, as part of a now-
dropped investigation into the mishandling of 
classified documents after his first White House term.

FBI director Kash Patel ordered the firing of at 
least six agents over their work on the case, multiple 
US media outlets reported. The FBI declined to 
comment.

Trump allegedly kept classified documents -- 
which included records from the Pentagon and CIA 
-- unsecured at his Mar-a-Lago home and thwarted 
efforts to retrieve them.

The materials included secret nuclear and 
defense documents, according to prosecutors.

US District Judge Aileen Cannon, a Trump 
appointee, dismissed the documents case against 
Trump in July 2024, ruling that former special 
counsel Jack Smith was unlawfully appointed.

US, China 
at ‘strategic 
stability’
Says Rubio ahead 
of Trump trip

AFP, Basseterre

The US and China have 
reached “stability” in their 
long-fractious relationship, 
Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said Wednesday 
ahead of President Donald 
Trump’s visit to the Asian 
power.

“I think we’ve reached 
a point at least of a sort of 
strategic stability in the 
relationship,” Rubio told 
reporters. “I think both 
countries concluded that 
having an all-out global 
trade war between the 
United States and China 
would be deeply damaging 
to both sides and to the 
world,” Rubio said on a visit 
to the tiny Caribbean nation 
of Saint Kitts and Nevis.

Rubio has long been 
known as a hawk on China.

Rubio said that the 
United States would keep 
raising concerns including 
seeking to diversify from 
China’s dominance in 
supply chains.

He also vowed to keep 
pushing China to negotiate 
a three-way nuclear deal 
with the United States and 
Russia. A senior US official 
met with Russia and China 
in Geneva this week after the 
expiration of New START, 
the last remaining treaty 
between Russia and the 
United States that limited 
nuclear warheads.

“They have publicly said 
they’re not willing to do it,” 
Rubio said of China.

The US Navy aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford departs Souda Bay on the Greek island of Crete yesterday. The United States is 
assembling its largest force of warships and aircraft in the Middle East in decades, as President Donald Trump warns of possible military 
action against Iran. PHOTO: AFP

US, Ukraine to discuss 
post-war reconstruction 
at Geneva talks

The overnight strikes 
prompted Poland to 
scramble fighter jets

City

Afghan military 
attacks Pak forces
Several soldiers killed, others 
captured at border; Islamabad 
vows ‘immediate’ action
AFP, Kabul

Afghanistan attacked Pakistani forces at the 
border last night in response to deadly air strikes, 
and claimed it had captured 15 Pakistani outposts, 
military and government officials said.

“Several soldiers have been killed, and a 
number of them have been caught alive,” Taliban 
government spokesperson Zabihullah Mujahid 
said on X.

A military spokesman said Afghan forces in the 
eastern provinces of Nangarhar and Kunar had 
started “heavy attacks on Pakistani outposts”.

“So far, there are no casualties on Afghan side,” 
said Wahidullah Mohammadi, spokesman for the 
military in eastern Afghanistan. The governor’s 
office and residents in Kunar province also told 
AFP that military action was underway.

Hamdullah Fitrat, the Taliban government’s 
deputy spokesman, said “15 outposts have been 
captured” by Afghan forces.

Pakistan said it had taken “immediate” action 
against Afghanistan after its neighbour launched 
“unprovoked” strikes.

The military operation follows Pakistani strikes 
on Nangarhar and Paktika provinces overnight 
into Sunday, which the UN mission in Afghanistan 
said killed at least 13 civilians.

The Taliban government said at least 18 people 
were killed and denied Pakistan’s announcement 
that the military operation left more than 80 
militants dead.


