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Hannan Masud’s 
convoy attacked
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

The convoy of Noakhali‑6 MP Abdul Hannan 
Masud has allegedly been under attack after a 
clash broke out during his visit to areas affected by 
post‑election violence in Hatia upazila in Noakhali.

Hannan claimed the assault was led by local 
Awami League leaders.

The clash broke out around 1:00pm yesterday 
in the Prokolpo Bazar area of Chanandi union.

Police later rescued and moved him to safety, 
said OC Md Saiful Alam of Hatia Police Station.

Witnesses said Hannan had gone to meet 
residents of the Dhansiri Ashrayan Prokolpo area. 
As his convoy reached Prokolpo Bazar, AL and 
BNP activists allegedly opened fire and attacked. 
Intermittent clashes, chases, and stone‑pelting 
continued even in the presence of police.

“Around 50 BNP activists led by Awami League 
leaders attacked my convoy. About 20‑25 of my 
activists were injured, and I was hit by a stone. Law 
enforcement failed to act... They vandalised and 
looted 15‑20 of our motorcycles,” Hannan said.

However, BNP and Jubo Dal leaders Mahabubur 
Rahman and Md Helal Uddin countered that 
Masud’s convoy arrived armed with sticks and 
stones, attacked the Chanandi union BNP office, 
and vandalised portraits of Khaleda Zia and 
Tarique Rahman.

Ekushey book fair begins today
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organising authority. 
Publishers withdrew their 
boycott on Sunday and 
confirmed participation. 
The lottery for stall 
allocation was held the 
same night.

The fair will be 
inaugurated today at 
2:00pm, with Prime 
Minister Tarique Rahman 
attending as the chief 
guest.

Dr Selim Reza, member 
secretary of the fair’s 
organising committee, 
told The Daily Star, 
“Despite the shorter 
duration, there will be 
no compromise on the 
quality and diversity of 
the fair. Rather, through 
this year’s theme, we 
will try to present the 
multidimensional reality 
of Bangladesh through 
books, discussions, and 
cultural events.”

A total of 549 
publishing houses are 
participating this year, 
with 1,018 units set 
up across the Bangla 
Academy premises and 
Suhrawardy Udyan. Last 
year, 708 publishing 

houses participated with 
1,084 units.

There will be no 
pavilions for publishers 
this year. A total of 29 
publishers have been 
allocated the maximum 
of five units each, while 
others have received four, 
three, two or single‑unit 
stalls. Bangla Academy 
will have four pavilions 
across the two sections of 
the fair.

The Little Magazine 
Corner will host 87 stalls, 
while the Shisu Chattar 
will cater to younger 
readers. On Fridays and 
Saturdays, there will be a 
special “Shishu Prohor” 
from 11:00am to 1:00pm.

Although the overall 
layout remains similar 
to previous years, some 
changes have been made 
to the entry and exit 
points due to the metro 
rail station. Visitors will be 
able to enter through four 
points, including TSC and 
Doel Chattar. Food stalls 
have also been arranged in 
a more organised manner.

In consideration of 
Ramadan, arrangements 
have been made for 

Taraweeh prayers at 
the Suhrawardy Udyan 
section. Prayer spaces 
and washrooms will be 
available. The Shisu Chattar 
has been placed to allow 
children to move freely and 
access books easily.

Discussions will be 
held daily from 3:00pm, 
covering history, 
language, society, politics 
and culture, followed by 

cultural programmes.
Security and 

environmental measures 
have been strengthened. 
The entire fairground 
will be under CCTV 
surveillance. Initiatives 
have also been taken to 
keep the fair polythene‑
free and smoke‑free, with 
plans to turn it into a “zero‑
waste book fair”, organisers 
said.

February polls largely
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and reported 
irregularities, expressing 
hope that the Election 
Commission would 
investigate issues such 
as loan defaulters, dual 
citizenship and alleged 
false information in 
candidate affidavits.

Asked whether he was 
personally frustrated 
that the Electoral Reform 
Commission’s proposals 
were ignored and that 
the BNP did not take 
oath after the referendum 
under the July charter, he 
said, “The situation had 
created complications.”

“Since the charter was 
approved by the people 
through referendum, with 
48 provisions endorsed, 
BNP’s refusal to take oath 
has led to this crisis,” he 
added.

Meanwhile, in a written 
statement, Shujan central 
committee member 
Ekram Hossain reiterated 
that the February 12 
election remained largely 
stable at all stages, 
from participation and 
competition to voting 
and the announcement 
of results, but noted 
continuing concerns over 
some shortcomings.

Mango trees in full bloom
Growers eye bumper yield in Rajshahi region

SHOHANUR RAHMAN RAFI, Rajshahi

Mango orchards across the Rajshahi 
region are witnessing exceptional 
blooms amid favourable weather 
conditions, raising hopes for a 
bumper harvest this year.

Visiting orchards in different 
areas, this correspondent observed 
trees laden with abundant 
blossoms, their branches bending 
under the weight, while the sweet 
fragrance could be felt from afar.

According to the Department 
of Agricultural Extension (DAE), 
nearly 72 percent of mango trees 
in Rajshahi district have already 
produced blossoms. 

Across Rajshahi division, 
comprising Rajshahi, Naogaon, 
Natore and Chapainawabganj 
districts, mango orchards cover 
a total of 92,552 hectares, with 
around 35 crore mango trees, of 
which 71 percent have flowered.

Favourable weather conditions 
have significantly boosted prospects 
for a high yield, officials said. 

“While the blossom is abundant, 
Falgun has not yet ended and storms 

could lead to the loss of blossoms,” 
said Md Mahbub, an orchard owner 
in Rajshahi’s Puthia upazila.

“Still, we are hopeful for a good 
harvest this year,” he added.

Another orchard owner in the 
same area said, “Usually, mango trees 
blossom in phases depending on 
the variety. This year, almost all the 
trees have bloomed at the same time. 

Compared to last year, it feels like 
there are three times more blossoms.”

Dr Md Shafiqul Islam, chief 
scientific officer of the Rajshahi 
Fruit Research Centre, said the 
smooth transition from winter to 
warmer temperatures had been the 
key factor.

“There was no fog towards the 
end of winter, no rainfall, and the 

temperature increased gradually 
without sudden fluctuations. The 
current weather is completely 
suitable for flowering, and has 
allowed the trees to bloom in 
abundance,” he said.

The official noted that last year’s 
bloom was comparatively lower. 
He advised farmers to irrigate 
their orchards properly, and apply 
fungicides and insecticides at least 
once after flowering to preserve the 
blossoms.

According to official data from 
last season, production reached 
approximately 4,58,640 tonnes in 
Chapainawabganj, 4,21,429 tonnes 
in Naogaon, 2,49,953 tonnes in 
Rajshahi, and 72,073 tonnes in 
Natore.

Authorities expect even higher 
yields this year.

“We are expecting a very good 
mango yield this year. Also, efforts 
are underway to ensure that farmers 
can export mangoes. Agricultural 
officers in every upazila are 
working to this end,” said Dr Azizur 
Rahman, additional director at 
DAE’s Rajshahi divisional office.

Mango orchards in Rajshahi are awash with blossoms, filling the air with a gentle fragrance and stirring hopes 
of a bumper harvest this year.
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‘Can’t go home 
empty‑handed’
People queue for hours for 
TCB goods
ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

Shefali Akhter (pseudonym), a homemaker and resident 
of the Jamal Khan area in Chattogram, looked anxious as 
she clutched her phone, waiting for a call while standing 
in a long queue on Momin Road on Monday.

The nearly 100‑metre‑long queue was for daily 
essentials sold at lower prices from an open truck run by 
the Trading Corporation of Bangladesh. “I am coming… 
just a few more minutes,” she said over the phone.

“My six‑month‑old baby is crying… My sister‑in‑law is 
calling repeatedly, but I can’t leave yet. I’ve been in this 
queue for 30 minutes already. I can’t go home empty‑
handed,” Shefali told The Daily Star.

“My husband works as a salesman. He is the lone earning 
member. Amid the current price hike in commodities, it 
has become increasingly difficult to make ends meet on 
his income.”

Shefali eventually managed to buy goods after an 
hour’s wait. She, however, was one of the “lucky” ones.

In the current situation, there is no guarantee of buying 
necessities even after waiting, as in the case of Tarit Kanti 
Das, who stood for 30 minutes only to hear the dreaded 
announcement: “Stock finished”.

“We often stand here for hours to save some money 
because the open markets are largely unaffordable these 
days, yet we have to return home with nothing,” he said.

Maruf, a salesman at the truck point, explained, “We 
usually have just enough stock for 400 people daily. 
When the 401st person arrives, the stock is exhausted.”

While TCB truck‑sale queues earlier consisted solely 
of the extreme poor, they now feature a significant cross‑
section of society: school teachers, private jobholders, 
auto‑rickshaw drivers, retired officials and students.

TCB officials said the special truck sale resumed on 
February 17 and is scheduled to continue until March 12.

Shafiqul Islam, joint director of TCB and head of its 
Chattogram regional office, said 20 truck points were 
active across the port city, with each serving a maximum 
of 400 people daily.

Harijans demand 
80% quota in 
cleaners’ posts
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Members of the Harijan community in Kurigram 
yesterday demonstrated, demanding at least 
80 percent quota for the community in the 
recruitment of cleaner posts.

They also demanded transparent recruitment 
based on practical skills and experience, along 
with relaxation of the written test requirement.

The Kurigram district unit of Bangladesh 
Harijan Oikya Parishad formed a human chain 
in front of the Kurigram deputy commissioner’s 
office around 2:30pm, and later submitted a 
memorandum to the deputy commissioner.

Leaders of Harijan Human Welfare Organization 
also joined the event.

Speakers said determining eligibility for cleaner 
posts through a written examination does not 
correspond with the job, as it mainly requires 
physical ability, work experience and practical skills. 
As a result, experienced and skilled individuals risk 
being deprived of fair opportunities in recruitment.


