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DRUG LORD’S DEATH

Mexico deploys
10,000 troops
to end violence

AFP, Guadalajara

Mexico  has  deployed

10,000 troops to quell
clashes sparked by the
killing of the country’s
most-wanted drug lord
that claimed dozens of
lives, officials said Monday.

Nemesio “El  Mencho”
Oseguera, leader of the
Jalisco New Generation
Cartel, was  wounded
Sunday in a shootout with
soldiers in Tapalpa, Jalisco
state, and died while being
flown to Mexico City.

News of his death . et - .
triggered spasms of Ukra'me says it is trying to repair after a
violence, ~ with  cartel Russian strike last month.
members blocking roads Zelensky  welcomed dignitaries from
in 20 states and torching Western  Furope, including FEuropean

vehicles and businesses.

During the raid on
Oseguera and subsequent
clashes, at least 27
members of security forces,
46 suspected criminals and
one civilian were killed.

A prison break in Jalisco
saw 23 people escape when
their jail was attacked by
“criminal groups”.

Hungary

Commission President Ursula von der Leyen,
in Kyiv for ceremonies to mark the anniversary
of Russia’s full-scale invasion on February 24,
2022. But in contrast to previous years, no
major Western leaders were expected.

“Putin has not achieved his goals. He
has not broken the Ukrainian people. He
has not won this war,” Zelensky said in a
morning address, extending an invitation to
US President Donald Trump to come to Kyiv:
“Only by visiting Ukraine and seeing our lives

Ukraine will not betray the sacrifices made
by its people in four years of war just to make
peace with Russia, President Volodymyr
Zclensky vowed yesterday, as divisions among
his key allies overshadowed commemorations
of the start of the conflict.

European nations had hoped to agree a fresh
package of sanctions against Russia as well as a
90 billion euro loan for Ukraine but Hungary,
which maintains close ties with Moscow, had
on Monday kept up its veto on both.
and neighbouring Slovakia
accuse Kyiv of deliberately blocking Russian
oil supplies via the Druzhba pipeline, which
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response to an AFP question.

Thailand’s army exchanges
fire with Cambodia forces

Bangkok claims truce breach; Phnom Penh denies

AFP, Bangkok

Thailand’s army said it exchanged
fire with Cambodian forces along
their border yesterday, accusing its
neighbour of violating a December
truce.

Cambodian forces “fired a single
40 mm grenade round” near a Thai
patrol in the border province of
Sisaket in the morning, prompting
return fire, according to a Thai
army statement. No Thai personnel
were injured, the army said.

“Following the incident, Thai
forces responded by firing an M79
(grenade launcher) in the direction
from which the shot originated,
in accordance with the rules of
engagement, as a warning and for
self-defence,” it added.

Army  spokesman  Winthai
Suvaree said in the statement that
“Cambodia’s actions violated the
ceasefire agreement”, which ended
three weeks of deadly border clashes
in late December.

“Preliminary assessment
suggests the incident may have

resulted from a rotation of
Cambodian troops, with new
personnel  lacking  familiarity

with regulations and command
control, leading to operational

shortcomings,” the statement said.
Cambodia rejected allegations

thatits military fired on Thai troops

patrolling their border, Phnom

Penh’s information minister told
AFP yesterday.

“These claims are entirely false,
fabricated and grossly distort the
facts with the deliberate intent to
mislead public opinion and provoke

tension along the Cambodia-
Thailand border,” Neth Pheaktra
said.

The Thai army, citing a

preliminary assessment, said the
“incident may have resulted from a
rotation of Cambodian troops, with
new personnel lacking familiarity
with regulations and command
control”.

The countries’ century-old
border conflict stems from a
dispute over the French colonial-era
demarcation of their 800-kilometre
(500-mile) frontier.

Under the December truce,
Cambodia and Thailand pledged to
cease fire, freeze troop movements
and cooperate on demining efforts
along their border.

But last month, Thailand
accused Cambodia of violating the
truce, saying cross-border mortar
fire wounded a soldier, while
Phnom Penh said a “pile of garbage”
exploded, injuring two of its own
(roops.

Since the latest round of heavy
fighting, Cambodia has said Thai
forces captured several areas in
border provinces -- contrary to their
agreements - and has demanded
their withdrawal.

Bangkok has insisted it merely
reclaimed land that was part of
Thailand and had been occupied by
Cambodians for years.

While the two nations agreed
in December to stop fighting, they
still need to resolve their century-
old conflict, stemming from a
dispute over the French colonial-era
demarcation of their 800-kilometre
(500-mile) frontier.
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and struggles with your own eyes ... can you
understand what this war is really about.”
Russia has not yet achieved all its war
aims in Ukraine and will fight on undil it
does, the Kremlin said yesterday. “The goals
haven’t been fully achieved yet, which is why
the military operation continues,” Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters in

Nato chief Mark Rutte warned that

Putin lailed to ‘achieve goals’

Zelensky marks war anniversary vowing to fight on, with Ukraine’s
allies divided; war aims not yet achieved: Kremlin
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Heavy rains
flood Gaza tents

Israel kills two more
Palestinians
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Jailed Pak ex-
PM Khan gets
eye treatment

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan’s jailed former
prime minister Imran Khan
received eye treatment
yesterday, according (o
a  hospital  statement,
although a spokesman
for the ex-cricket star
complained he was not
allowed to see his personal
doctor.

Khan has been in
jail since 2023 and was
sentenced late last year
along with his wife to
17 years on corruption
charges they both deny.

The 73-year-old’s [amily
and lawyer say that he has
lost most of the vision in
his right eye.

Ukraine’s Western allies must ramp up
“military, financial and humanitarian aid” if
Kyiv is to prevail against Russia.

Hundreds of thousands of soldiers on
both sides have died or been wounded in
Europe’s bloodiest conflict since World
War Two. Russian forces have also killed
tens of thousands of Ukrainian civilians
and destroyed Ukrainian cities with years of
missiles and drone strikes.

PHOTO: REUTERS
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky, First Lady Olena Zelenska, and European leaders
visit a makeshift memorial to fallen defenders at Independence Square in Kyiv yesterday.

flooded

hard.

More

Palestinians across Gaza have woken up to heavy
rains that flooded their makeshift tents as they
brave the winter with little to no protection.

The enclave was hit by a winter storm late

through yesterday — the first since the

start of the holy month of Ramadan - with Gaza’s
civil defence units reporting multiple distress calls
overnight.

Meanwhile, Israeli forces continued to Kkill
Palestinians in Gaza in violation of a “ceasefire”
reached with Hamas in October.

Asthe enclave battled the aftermath of therains,
the Israeli military killed two people, including a
boy, in northern Gaza’s Beit Lahiya area, reports
Al Jazeera online.

Rescue teams in Gaza provided emergency
assistance to several families whose tents were

in the al-Mawasi camp west of Khan

Younis in southern Gaza.
Areas west of Gaza City, particularly the Remal
neighbourhood and the port area, were also hit

Videos circulating on social media showed
flooded tents in Remal, as residents struggled to
find solutions to prevent further damage.

than 600 Palestinians have been killed

in Israeli attacks since the United States-brokered
“ceasefire” came into effect, according to the
Ministry

of Health in Gaza.

Venezuelans are welcome
to return home

Interim president says after amnesty law passed;
Swiss freeze over $880m of Venezuelan assets

AFP, Caracas

Venezuela’s interim president Delcy
Rodriguez  promised Monday that
Venezuelans who had left their country
would be welcomed back with open arms
under a new amnesty law passed last
week, following the US ouster of Nicolas
Maduro.

“I am telling you: the
doors of Venezuela, the
arms of the Venezuelan A
people are open to those &
who want to return in
this process of healing
from hatred,” she said in
a televised address.

Seven million
Venezuelans have fled their homeland
due to the political and economic crisis
and many opposition figures live in exile.

Meanwhile, more than $880 million
of Venezuelan assets have been frozen in
Switzerland, the Swiss foreign ministry
told AFP on Monday, for the first time
providing a figure.
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On January 5, a regulation blocking
the assets of former Venezuelan
president Nicolas Maduro entered into
force. The measure also concerned his
wife and other family members, as well as
government ministers.

“As ol today, Swiss financial
intermediaries have reported a total

of 687 million Swiss

v francs” have been frozen
- in  connection  with
the regulation, said
the foreign ministry,
which did not provide a
breakdown of assets by
owner.

The ministry called
the asset freeze a
preventative measure.

“It is intended to prevent any capital
flight and enable mutual legal assistance
between Venezuela and Switzerland,”
it added. No current members of the
Venezuelan government are covered by
the regulation, noted the Swiss foreign
ministry.
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Group A Civil Construction work.
Group B Repairing & servicing of vehicles.
Group C Servicing and supply of electric & electronics materials. s
Group D Repairing Maintenance & servicing of mechanical equipment and

central plant with related equipment.
Group E Printing, packaging, stationary & toiletries, office equipment and
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