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4 of family burnt
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Riad said they were asleep when a 
loud explosion jolted them awake. 
Seeing flames inside the room, he 
rushed out carrying the child.

He said Pinky had gone to the 
kitchen to prepare sehri when the 
explosion occurred, suspecting that 
gas had accumulated due to a leak 
and ignited when the stove was lit.

Dr Shawon Bin Rahman, resident 
surgeon at the burn institute, said 
Noman sustained 25 percent burns, 
Pinky 75 percent, Maiyan 24 percent 
and Riad seven percent. 

Pinky is in critical condition, while 
Noman and Maiyan have been kept 
in the High Dependency Unit, the 
doctor said.

Family members said Noman 
works at a private company and 
Pinky is a homemaker. Riad, a first-
year degree student from Mohanganj 
upazila in Netrakona, had arrived in 
Dhaka the previous day.

‘Key instigator’ 
in Dipu killing 
arrested
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Detectives on Sunday night 
arrested a youth for his alleged 
involvement in the killing of 
garment worker Dipu Chandra Das 
in the Dubaliapara area of Bhaluka 
upazila in Mymensingh.

The arrestee, Md Bablu Mia, 24.
Md Abdullah Al Mamun, 

additional superintendent of police 
(administration) in Mymensingh, 
said primary investigation found 
that Bablu was present at the scene 
and played a key role in instigating 
the incident. He was the first to 
gather people at the factory gate 
and incited the crowd through 
slogans.

He later actively participated in the 
assault and killing of Dipu in front of 
the gate and helped move the body 
to Square Masterbari Main Road, the 
additional SP said. 

Police said drives are ongoing to 
arrest other fugitives involved in the 
incident.

Dipu, 27, was beaten to death and 
his body was set on fire by a mob in 
Bhaluka on the night of December 18 
over allegations of “hurting religious 
sentiments.”

The victim’s brother, Apu 
Chandra Das, filed a case with 
Bhaluka Police Station the following 
day, accusing 140–150 unnamed 
people.

Police said 23 suspects have 
been arrested so far. Three key 
witnesses have given statements 
under Section 164 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, and 11 accused 
have made confessional statements 
in court.
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Water crisis deepens in 
Ctg as salinity spikes

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

Hundreds of residents in Chattogram 
are struggling to get enough water as 
saltwater intrusion in the Halda River and 
reduced releases from Kaptai Lake have 
sharply curtailed freshwater production 
of the Chattogram Water and Sewerage 
Authority. 

The crisis has forced CWasa to shut 
down its two treatment plants for several 
hours each day, leaving many households 
with irregular and insufficient supply.

“We are getting water once or twice a 
week, which puts us into a severe crisis 
to complete our household work,” said 
Mahzabin Ahmed, a resident of Kalirhat 
in Akbarshah.

Mehedi Hasan, a CWasa meter 
inspector in the area, told The Daily Star, 
“We have been receiving complaints from 
consumers about water shortage over the 
last several days and have already informed 
our senior officials about the crisis.”

According to data obtained from CWasa, 
the Mohra and Madunghat water treatment 
plants have been hit hardest by rising 
salinity. Both plants have a daily production 
capacity of 90 million litres each.

From February 13 to 16, the Mohra plant 
remained shut for an average of seven hours 
a day due to excessive salinity in the raw 
water. During the four days, salinity in the 
plant area reached an average of 2,585 mg/l.

As a result, the plant’s average daily 
production dropped by around 20 million 
litres during the period.

At the Madunghat plant, salinity levels 
averaged 1,735 mg/l between February 

13 and 16. The plant had to suspend 
operations for an average of two hours a 
day over the same period.

The shortage has put additional 
pressure on middle- and low-income 
residents, forcing many to buy water from 
the local market, said Muminul Hoque, 
a salesman of a private company and a 
resident of Kaibalyadham.

The state water supply agency had 
1,02,525 registered connections as of 
October last year.

However, the agency has no official data 
on the number of consumers affected by 
the ongoing crisis.

According to CWasa, daily production 
has fallen to around 44–45 crore litres 
from 50 crore litres.

Residents in several areas have also 
complained about high salinity in the 
supplied water, saying it has become 
undrinkable.

“We used to drink CWasa water after 
boiling it. But now, the water has become 
undrinkable due to the high salinity. 
For the last several days, we have been 

collecting water from a neighbour’s deep 
tubewell,” said Md Faruk, a resident of 
Enamul Hoque Road in Chawkbazar.

Maksud Alam, chief engineer of CWasa, 
said the increasing salinity in the Halda 
forced the closure of the two plants daily in 
the last three weeks, leading to a reduction 
in production.

“Our water production depends entirely 
on Kaptai Lake and the Halda River. 
During the dry season, the Halda’s upper 
reaches dry up, leaving us fully dependent 
on the Karnaphuli. But with less water in 
Kaptai Lake, the power plant has reduced 
its release, and the Karnaphuli’s flow has 
dropped. As a result, saltwater from the 
Bay of Bengal is entering the Karnaphuli 
and reaching the Halda, spreading salinity 
in both rivers,” he said.

Consumer rights activists voiced 
concern over the worsening salinity and 
water shortage.

Nazer Hossain, president of the 
Consumers Association of Bangladesh, 
Chattogram division, said, “We informally 
requested CWasa to take preparations to 
tackle the crisis during the dry season, 
as the situation has remained unchecked 
for the last several years. But the agency 
failed.”

“We are demanding proper water 
supply for consumers as per their rights, 
especially during Iftar and Sehri times in  
Ramadan,” he added.

When asked, the CWasa chief engineer 
said, “As the lake’s water is gradually 
falling, we are now rationing the supply 
to consumers. This crisis is natural, and it 
cannot be resolved without rainfall.”

Sunflower field
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challenges for the farm’s 
staff. Despite the presence 
of guards, many visitors 
ignore restrictions, 
entering the field to 
take photographs and 
unintentionally damaging 
crops, said officials.

They said the farm 
authorities have deployed 
guards to tighten security 
and prevent damage to the 
flowers.

Officials also warned that 
constant human presence 
is deterring bees. Without 
these natural pollinators, 
the flowers cannot properly 
develop seeds.

“If pollination is 
hampered, many of the 
seeds will be sterile, and the 
production may fall short 
of the target,” Sharif said.
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elections are held,” he told 
The Daily Star.

“The government 
should have avoided such 
a precedent so soon after a 
historic national election, 
which many expected 
would move away from the 
‘winner takes all’ practice of 
monopolistic control over 
the politico-governance 
ecosystem,” he added.

Abdus Salam, the new 
DSCC administrator, 
previously served as deputy 
mayor of the undivided 
Dhaka City Corporation. 

He was the member 
secretary of Dhaka 
Metropolitan BNP and 
currently serves on the 
advisory council of the BNP 
chairperson. He also acted 

as chief coordinator of 
the election management 
committee for BNP 
Chairman Tarique Rahman 
in Dhaka-17 during the last 
election.

Shafiqul Islam Khan, the 
new DNCC administrator, 
was a BNP candidate from 
Dhaka-15 in the last election, 
where he lost to Jamaat 
Ameer Shafiqur Rahman. 
He is a former vice-president 
of the central Jubo Dal 
committee.

Nazrul Islam Monju, the 
new KCC administrator, is a 
central organising secretary 
of the BNP. He served 28 
years as general secretary 
and president of Khulna 
Metropolitan BNP. A former 
MP, he was a BNP candidate 
in Khulna-2 in the last 

election.
Reacting to his 

appointment, Monju said, 
“The prime minister has 
given me the responsibility to 
identify and solve Khulna’s 
problems. I will work on road 
development, easing traffic 
congestion at the three 
city entrances, eliminating 
mosquitoes, addressing 
waterlogging, and tackling 
drugs and extortion.”

Shawkat Hossain Sarkar, 
the new GCC administrator, 
is president of Gazipur 
Metropolitan BNP. He served 
as chairman of Kashimpur 
Union Parishad for 10 
consecutive years until 2021. 

Sakhawat Hossain Khan, 
the new administrator 
of NCC, is a senior vice-
president of Narayanganj 

Metropolitan BNP. 
He gained prominence 

as a lawyer representing 
the plaintiff in the widely 
discussed seven-murder 
case. He also served as 
president of the Narayanganj 
District Bar Association and 
was a BNP candidate in the 
2016 NCC election.

Abdul Quiyum 
Choudhury, the new SCC 
administrator, is president 
of Sylhet District BNP. He 
had sought nomination for 
Sylhet-3 but did not receive 
it. During the last election, 
he served as coordinator 
for BNP candidates in all 
constituencies in Sylhet 
district.

He told The Daily Star, 
“I will review all aspects of 
the city corporation, assess 
its current condition, and 
then determine future plans. 
I hope to discharge this 
responsibility properly with 
everyone’s cooperation.”

Meanwhile, following 
the appointments of the 
administrators, State 
Minister for Liberation War 
Affairs Ishraque Hossain 
yesterday afternoon 
announced his candidacy 
for the DSCC mayoral post. 

He had contested the 
same position in 2020 but 
was defeated.

On the other hand, 
on Sunday, the National 
Citizens’ Party (NCP) 
finalised its preliminary 
mayoral candidates for the 
two Dhaka city corporations. 

The party decided to 
nominate former interim 
government adviser Asif 
Mahmud Shojib Bhuiyan 
for DSCC and Dhaka-18 
constituency candidate 
Ariful Islam Adib for DNCC.

(Our Sylhet 
correspondent contributed 
to this report)

BNP leaders at helm of 6 city corporations
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Close abandoned 
deep tube-well 
shafts: HC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday directed 
authorities concerned to fill up or secure 
abandoned deep tube-well shafts across the 
country to prevent children from falling into 
the open holes.

The court also ordered the LGRD ministry 
and Dhaka Wasa to submit a compliance 
report within three months. The bench of 
Justice Ahmed Sohel and Justice Fatema 
Anwar passed the order after hearing a 
petition by SC lawyer Md Monir Uddin.

The petitioner attached reports of several 
incidents in which children died after falling 
into abandoned tube-well shafts.

Probe Ibn Sina 
job circular: HC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday directed the 
government to formulate a guideline to 
ensure non-discriminatory recruitment in 
government and private offices.

Responding to a petition, the court asked 
authorities to investigate allegations against 
Ibn Sina Pharmaceutical Industry PLC over 
issuing a job circular on January 26 restricting 
applications for the post of Executive/Senior 
Executive (Legal Affairs) to “male” and 
“practising Muslim” candidates only.

The HC ordered regulators to take 
appropriate measures to withdraw 
discriminatory conditions and prevent 
similar practices in future recruitment.

A compliance report must be submitted 
within three months.

HC questions 
legality of Village 
Court Act
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The HC has questioned the constitutional 
legality of the village court law which has 
allegedly vested judicial powers in union 
parishad chairmen and its members.

In a rule issued yesterday, it asked the 
government to explain why the Village 
Court Act, 2006, should not be declared 
contradictory to the Constitution and made 
null and void.

The bench of Justice Ahmed Sohel 
and Justice Fatema Anwar issued the rule 
following a petition filed by Supreme Court 
lawyer Ishrat Hasan on February 15.
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