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Prepare 6-month action plan
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administration “free from 
corruption, nepotism and 
syndicates,” the sources 
added.

Health Minister Sardar 
Md Sakhawat Husain 
and State Minister for 
Health MA Muhit gave 
the directives at their first 
meeting with ministry 
officials and heads of its 
agencies at the secretariat.

After an introduction 
session, Health Secretary 
Saidur Rahman presented 
an overview of the 
ministry’s jurisdiction, 
activities and challenges.

When the issue of vacant 
posts was raised, MA 
Muhit instructed that the 
positions be filled as soon 

as possible, sources said.
The health minister 

also directed officials to 
prepare a 180-day action 
plan in line with the BNP’s 
manifesto on the health 
sector, an official present at 
the meeting said.

He instructed officials 
to ensure punctuality and 
expedite file processing, 
said another official. 

He also warned that 
surprise visits would 
be conducted at health 
facilities to ensure the 
timely attendance of 
doctors and employees, the 
official added. 

The minister also 
emphasised improving 
the quality of medical 
education.

Among those present at 
the meeting were Prof Abu 
Zafor, director general of 
the Directorate General of 
Health Services, and Prof 
Nazmul Islam, director 
general of the Directorate 
General of Medical 
Education.

An economics graduate 
of Dhaka University, 
Sakhawat was elected 
from Narasingdi-4 and 
took charge of the health 
ministry on Tuesday.

MA Muhit, an 
ophthalmologist elected 
from Sirajganj-6, also 
joined the ministry the 
same day. His father, MA 
Matin, served as deputy 
prime minister and health 
minister in the 1980s.

Three killed 
in road 
accidents
STAR REPORT

Three people were killed 
and at least six others 
injured in two separate 
road accidents on 
expressways in Shariatpur 
and Munshiganj yesterday, 
according to reports from 
our correspondents.

In Shariatpur, two 
transport workers were 
killed and at least five 
passengers injured when 
a Gopalganj-bound 
Kotalipara Star Express bus 
rammed a stationary Khan 
Paribahan coach around 
4:00pm at Jamaddar 
intersection on the Dhaka-
Bhanga Expressway near 
the South Plaza of the 
Padma Bridge.

Akash Sardar, 31, a bus 
helper from Gopalganj 
Sadar, died on the spot, and 
supervisor Yunus Mollah, 
40, died after being taken 
to a hospital. 

Sub-Inspector Md Abdus 
Salam of Shibchar Highway 
Police Station said the Star 
Express hit the parked bus 
from behind and mounted 
the divider. Traffic was 
disrupted briefly. Police 
seized the buses.

In Munshiganj, Shawkat 
Bepari, 23, a helper of a 
trucker of Jazira upazila 
in Shariatpur, was killed 
after a Mawa-bound 
truck hit a broken-down 
vehicle around 6:00am 
near Srinagar Ferry Ghat 
underpass on the Dhaka-
Mawa Expressway.

Another helper, Md 
Imran Mondal, 24, was 
injured and referred to 
Dhaka for treatment, fire 
service officials said.

Salehuddin Ahmed 
passes away
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On April 4, 1979, he joined 
BRAC as an executive 
assistant and remained 
associated with the 
organisation’s journey 
until 2004. Later, from 
2005 to 2009, he served as 
the pro vice-chancellor of 
BRAC University and also 
contributed as a member 
of BRAC’s General Body.

BRAC has expressed 
deep shock at the demise 
of Salehuddin.

“In this difficult time, 
we extend our deepest 
condolences to his family, 

colleagues, and well-
wishers,” the organisation 
said in a post on its 
Facebook page.

It said Salehuddin’s 
long career in 
development thinking, 
poverty alleviation, 
and the expansion of 
education has made a 
significant contribution to 
Bangladesh’s development 
landscape. “His long 
and close professional 
association with founder 
Fazle Hasan Abed greatly 
enriched BRAC’s journey,” 
reads the post.

A damaged bus from the collision at Jamaddar intersection near the Padma Bridge yesterday, where two 
transport workers were killed and at least five passengers injured. PHOTO: STAR

There will be no 
more ‘auto pass’
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the classroom. You cannot 
leave the classroom and 
engage in agitation.”

He assured that 
teachers’ demands will be 
addressed through proper 
channels. “We will address 
them. There is no need 
to occupy the streets to 
realise demands,” he said.

The minister also 
said English-medium 
institutions will be brought 
under government rules. 

He expressed concern 
over unauthorised 
institutions operating 
in unsafe premises. “You 
cannot run a school in 
a garage. Fire exits and 
security must be ensured. 
These are our children,” he 
added.

Milon also warned 
against corruption in the 
education sector.

Addressing the same 
briefing, state minister for 
education Bobby Hajjaj 
said the government will no 
longer treat the education 
budget as a cost but as an 
investment.

“Education will be the 
state’s first investment, 
the core factory of human 
resources, and the principal 
project of nation-building,” 
he said.

Unveiling a 12-point 
policy agenda, he said the 
government is committed 
to fulfilling the electoral 
pledge of raising education 
allocation to 5 percent of 
GDP. 

The education and 
finance ministries will 

work to prepare a three-
year fiscal uplift plan, 
focusing not only on 
total allocations but also 
on equity and learning 
outcomes, he also said.

Hajjaj outlined a three-
phase timeline, including a 
diagnostic review of budget 
implementation before 
Eid-ul-Fitr and a national 
education roadmap with 
measurable indicators.

The government will 
also strengthen teachers’ 
training institutions, 
upgrade laboratories, 
libraries and language 
labs, expand digital 
content and assessment 
capacity, improve school 
infrastructure, particularly 
water, sanitation and 
safety, and implement 
pledges such as midday 
meals, clean toilets and 
health support for female 
students, he added.

Schools will introduce 
compulsory digital literacy, 
AI awareness and cyber 
safety, and gradually 
incorporate listening 
and speaking skills into 
assessments as curricula 
shift from rote learning 
to reasoning-based 
evaluation, he said.

The ministry will 
publish monthly public 
dashboards on project 
progress, training, 
textbook distribution and 
class hours, and introduce 
school-level report cards 
covering attendance 
and contact hours to 
strengthen accountability, 
he also said.

487 killed in road crashes
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teachers, doctors, 
journalists, lawyers, bank 
and insurance employees, 
NGO workers, political 
activists, businesspeople, 
sales representatives, 
garment and construction 
workers, and people with 
disabilities.

The foundation 
identified defective 
vehicles and roads, over-
speeding, reckless driving, 
unfit drivers, lack of fixed 
wages and working hours 
for drivers, slow-moving 
vehicles on highways, 
risky motorcycle riding 
by youths, lack of traffic 

law awareness, poor 
traffic management and 
traffic law enforcement, 
capacity constraints 
at Bangladesh Road 
Transport Authority, and 
extortion in the public 
transport sector as the 
main causes of road 
accidents.

Country’s first election 
lab opened at SUST

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

The country’s first dedicated election 
lab has been inaugurated at Shahjalal 
University of Science and Technology 
(SUST), aiming to institutionalise 
election-focused research.

Vice-Chancellor Prof AM 
Sarwaruddin Chowdhury formally 
opened the lab yesterday at the Social 
Science Building on the campus.

The lab has been established by 
the Department of Political Studies 
to conduct methodological and 
empirical research on elections, voting 
behaviour, and electoral processes.

The initiative seeks to create a 
specialised academic platform for 
collecting and analysing data on 
electoral dynamics in Bangladesh.

Prof Md Shahabul Haque, 
director of the Election Lab, said 
the lab aims to present reliable 
research findings through scientific 
analysis of election-related data 
and to contribute to strengthening 
democratic practices.

Prof Ashraful Rahman, head 
of the Department of Political 
Studies, described the lab as a 
groundbreaking initiative for the 
department, adding that it would 
help students enhance their 
research and analytical skills.

Speaking at the inauguration 
event, the VC said teachers and 
students will benefit from collecting 
and analysing election data. 

“This year’s election was 
comparatively better than previous 
ones. I hope this lab will contribute 
to improving future elections in the 
country,” said Prof Sarwaruddin.

University Treasurer Prof Md 
Ismail Hossain attended the 
programme as a special guest. 

Following the inauguration, 
a seminar titled “Analysis of 
the Results of the 13th National 
Parliamentary Election” was held. 
Faculty members and students 
discussed the election results, 
voting trends, political significance 
and overall impact of the polls.

CCC launches 
drive against 
illegal billboards
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Chattogram

Chattogram City Corporation 
Mayor Shahadat Hossain has 
announced a zero-tolerance policy 
against illegal billboards and 
unauthorised advertisements to 
turn the port city into a planned, 
clean, and aesthetic metropolis. 

Following his directive, a 
large-scale eviction drive began 
yesterday to remove banners, 
posters and hoardings that have 
long cluttered the city’s skyline.

The operation started in the Kazir 
Dewri area, led by a CCC executive 
magistrate in coordination with 
the engineering and conservancy 
departments, with support from 
law enforcement agencies.

During the drive, several 
large billboards and numerous 
unauthorised banners and posters 
-- many occupying public spaces 
for years without approval -- were 
removed.

CITY

Man recounts son, niece’s 
deaths at ICT
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the area, and a bullet 
pierced her chest as she 
stood near a window.

“She collapsed in a pool 
of blood. We carried her in 
our arms to the hospital, 
but doctors declared her 
dead within minutes,” 
Faruk told the court.

Tanha’s father, Md 
Mosharraf Hossain, also 
testified, saying his only 
daughter was speaking to 
her brother over the phone 
when she was shot. “He 
heard her scream, and then 
the line went dead,” he said.

Rabbi and Tanha lived 
in the same building and 
were buried in the same 
graveyard.

During the hearing, 
video footage of the 
killings was played in the 
courtroom.

Both witnesses accused 
senior AL leaders, including 
Quader, of instigating 
violence. They said they 
had seen and heard orders 
to open fire and submitted 
video evidence of the 
shootings to investigators.

“My wife is still 
traumatised. She cried 

for our son throughout 
last night,” Faruk said. 
“We want exemplary 
punishment for all those 
responsible.”

Apart from Quader, the 
other accused are AFM 
Bahauddin Nasim, former 
state minister Mohammad 
Ali Arafat, Jubo League 
President Sheikh Fazle 
Shams Parash, its General 
Secretary Moinul Hossain 
Khan Nikhil, and Chhatra 
League President and 
General Secretary Saddam 
Hussain and Sheikh Wali 
Asif Inan.


