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Due to the absence of public 
representatives in these 
local government agencies, 
people have been living in 
extreme suffering for the 
last one and a half years. For 
various purposes, they have 
to go for services, including 
certificates from public 
representatives. However, 
due to the absence of public 
representatives, they are 
suffering in these matters.

Local Government 
Secretary Rezaul Maksud 
Jahedi told The Daily Star, 
“At the end of January, we 
informed the EC that the 
terms of 12 city corporations 
have expired. They should 
arrange elections as quickly 
as possible.”

He added that elections 
for the two Dhaka 
city corporations and 
Chattogram would be 
held first, followed by 
the remaining nine city 
corporations. Later, district 
council, upazila parishad 
and municipal elections 
would be conducted in 
phases.

After the conclusion 
of the 13th parliamentary 
election, the EC began 
working on the letters from 
the Local Government 
Division.

EC officials said that under 
normal circumstances, 
the City Corporation Act 
requires elections to be held 
within 180 days before the 
completion of five years 
from the first meeting. 
However, extraordinary 
circumstances may alter 
that timeline.

In this regard, Election 
Commissioner Abdur 
Rahmanel Masud 
confirmed to The Daily 
Star that the LGD had 
sent a letter regarding 
elections for the two 
Dhaka city corporations 
and Chattogram City 
Corporation.

He said, “Legally, there is 
no real need for the EC to be 
informed through letters. 
Even without letters, the 
commission can proceed 
with elections.”

Asked what preparations 
the EC is taking in response 
to the letter, he said, “This 
will be announced soon. 
The commission has not yet 
held a specific discussion 
on the matter.”

He added, “The elections 
in these three city 
corporations are likely to 
be held after Eid.”

Meanwhile, the BNP-led 
government announced on 
its first day in office that it 

would prioritise holding 
local government elections 
quickly.

Newly appointed Local 
Government Minister 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir said yesterday the 
government would move 
to organise local elections 
within a short timeframe.

“We will arrange these 
elections as quickly as 
possible. We will make a 
decision on this very soon,” 
he said.

TIB hails MPs’
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TIB Executive Director 
Iftekharuzzaman said 
the core goal of the July 
uprising and the 13th 
national election was to 
build a welfare-oriented 
Bangladesh that is well 
governed, accountable, and 
free from corruption.

“Corruption prevention 
is the key condition for 
fulfilling the political, 
economic, social, and 
cultural promises made to 
the people,” he said.

“Even with good 
intentions at the top, 
without effective control 
of corruption, none of 
these commitments can be 
properly implemented,” he 
added.

Iftekharuzzaman said 
all elected representatives 
must disclose their own 
and their family members’ 
assets within three months 
of taking office, and update 
the information annually, 
as stated in Clause 74 of the 
July charter.

He said this rule should 
also apply to all government 
employees whose salaries 
are paid by the state.

Calling the rejection 
of duty-free cars and 
government plots a first step 
towards fair governance, he 
said the decision has raised 
public expectations for 
stronger transparency and 
accountability under the 
new government.

Hadi received
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“If these perpetrators are not 
brought to justice swiftly, 
the scale of future massacres 
by Awami League terrorists 
is unimaginable. Failing 
to hold them accountable 
would cast doubt on the 
legitimacy of the July 
uprising,” he said in his 
statement.

Hadi, who was a 
prospective candidate for 
the February 12 general 
election from Dhaka-8, 
was shot on December 12 
last year while travelling 
by rickshaw in Paltan. He 
died on December 18 in 
Singapore while undergoing 
treatment.

Apart from Quader, the 
other accused are AFM 
Bahauddin Nasim, former 
state minister Mohammad 
Ali Arafat, Jubo League 
President Sheikh Fazle 
Shams Parash, General 
Secretary Moinul Hossain 
Khan Nikhil, and Chhatra 
League President and 
General Secretary Saddam 
Hussain and Sheikh Wali 
Asif Inan.

In his statement, Hadi 
alleged that law enforcers 
and armed AL activists, 
acting on directives from 
the ousted prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina, opened 
fire on protesters in Feni, 
Lakshmipur and Cumilla. 

He also said Quader 
publicly claimed that the 
Chhatra League alone was 
enough to suppress the 

movement, which he alleged 
encouraged and legitimised 
violence by the party’s 
“armed cadres”.

He further testified 
that on August 3, Quader 
ordered resistance from 
metropolitan to ward levels, 
triggering armed attacks 
on unarmed civilians. He 
alleged that the directive was 
carried out by Bahauddin 
Nasim.

Hadi also alleged that 
Inan coordinated with 
Hasina by phone on July 17, 
2024, to plan and execute 
lethal attacks on protesters. 

He said a recorded 
phone conversation later 
broadcast by Al Jazeera 
included discussions on 
targeting demonstrators. 
According to Hadi, Inan 
distributed weapons 
among BCL activists, 
leading to multiple deaths. 

He said BCL and 
Jubo League members 
-- equipped with pistols, 
machetes, rods and 
hockey sticks -- blocked 
student protesters at key 
intersections in Dhaka on 
July 14 under the leadership 
of Parash, Nikhil, Saddam 
and Inan. 

By late July, Hadi said, 
the movement had turned 
into a mass uprising, 
drawing workers, rickshaw-
pullers, garment workers 
and families of victims of 
enforced disappearances, 
custodial deaths and 
political repression.

Ducsu’s gains marred by some leaders’ excesses
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in teacher harassment and 
undue campus policing.

Over the past few 
months, several Ducsu 
leaders were engaged in 
proctorial drives to evict 
makeshift shops and 
destitute people from the 
campus. 

One of them even 
punished outsiders for 
entering the DU central 
playground.  

On December 11 last 
year, a group of students, 
led by Ducsu Social 
Welfare Secretary AB 
Zubair, harassed three 
teachers who belonged 
to the pro-Awami League 
“Neel Dal”.

The incident occurred 
at the Faculty of Social 
Sciences after the three 
-- Prof AKM Jamal Uddin, 
Prof Azmal Hossain 
Bhuiyan, and Prof Zeenat 
Huda -- submitted a 
memorandum to the 
VC, demanding that the 
teachers who were barred 
from taking classes be 
allowed to resume duties.

Video footage circulated 
on social media shows a 
group of students chasing 
Prof Jamal and blocking 
the path of his car.

Zubair later claimed 
that they only intended to 
hand over an “accomplice 
of fascism” to police.

Another Ducsu leader, 
Sarba Mitra Chakma, 
hogged the headlines for 
all the wrong reasons.  

A video clip circulated 
on social media on January 
25 showed him forcing a 
group of boys to do squats 
while holding their ears at 
the DU central playground. 
The boys had entered the 
field to play. 

Faced with criticism, 
Mitra announced his 
resignation. He, however, 
withdrew the decision a 
couple of days later, saying 
students didn’t want him 
to resign.

In October last year, both 
Zubair and Mitra stirred 
up controversy over their 
involvement in eviction 
drives on the campus.   

Mustaq Hossain, former 
Ducsu general secretary, 
said, “Assault on anyone -- 
be it a teacher or a destitute 
person -- is a crime, which 
is not expected from 
Ducsu leaders... They 
cannot assault or harass 
anyone over ideological 
differences.”

Asked whether Ducsu’s 
involvement in eviction 
drives falls under its 
jurisdiction, Prof Niaz 
Ahmed Khan, Ducsu 
president and DU vice 
chancellor, said, “Security 
of students is our utmost 
priority. We’ll take help 
from anyone -- from 
students to teachers -- to 
ensure that.”  

In reply to a query, 
he said, “No student has 
the authority to harass 
a teacher under any 
circumstances. If there is 
any allegation, it must be 
addressed through proper 
legal procedure.”

Contacted, Ducsu 
General Secretary SM 
Farhad said, “We need 
to resist those who had 
ties with the fascists and 
supported attacks on 
students and killings in the 
past.

“We must respond and 
take steps to detain them 
and bring them to justice,” 
he said, claiming that no 
incident of attack on any 

teacher took place on the 
campus.

“We do not support 
taking the law into 
one’s own hands. If 
anyone violates this, the 
responsibility lies solely 
with the individual,” he 
added.
CLAIMS IN DUCSU 

REPORT

In its report, Ducsu claimed 
an array of achievements, 
some of which, according 
to DU officials, were 
misattributed to the 
students’ union.

Ducsu said its 
accomplishments include 
the construction of 
Bangladesh-China Moitree 
Hall and the allocation 
of Tk 2,800 crore by the 
Executive Committee of 
the National Economic 
Council (Ecnec) for the 
improvement of DU 
infrastructure. 

However, the Ecnec 
approval came on 
July 30, 2025, and the 
contract for the hall was 
signed on January 5 
that year, months before 
the September 9 Ducsu 
election.

Ducsu also claimed 
the renovation of DU’s 
Mortuza Medical Centre 
as one of its achievements. 
However, the work was 
launched on August 20 
last year.

When asked, Farhad 
said these projects were 
cited as accomplishments 
of Ducsu because it 
expedited the process, 

acting as “a pressure 
group”.

“For example, the 
approval by Ecnec would 
have been delayed if 
we did not push the 
authorities… We have also 
taken new initiatives and 
brought private sponsors 
to implement student-
welfare initiatives,” he 
added.

Explaining the process, 
he said, “The company 
offering sponsorship 
provides us with materials. 
If we need to purchase 
anything, we submit 
bills to the company for 
disbursement. In case it 
wants to send us money, 
the amount must be 
deposited in the Ducsu’s 
bank account. Ducsu 
can use the fund upon 
submission of bills.” 

He further said they 
prefer to implement 
sponsor-funded initiatives 
without handling cash 
directly.

Asked about Ducsu 
funds, its Treasurer Prof 
HM Mosharraf Hossain 
said the DU authorities 
allocated Tk 25 lakh for 
Ducsu in October last year.  

“Money from Ducsu’s 
bank account can 
be spent only on its 
organisational activities 
and initiatives such as 
seminars, conferences 
and workshops,” said 
Mosharraf, adding that 
Ducsu is not allowed to 
spend on any development 
work.
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methodologies, and 
restoration models aligned 
with Sultan’s distinctive 
artistic philosophy and 
ideology.

A key component of the 
project was the training of 
emerging Bangladeshi art 
conservators, contributing 
to the development of local 
conservation expertise and 
long-term preservation 
capacity.

Christensen also visited 
the Quamrul Hassan 
Exhibition Hall at Bengal 
Shilpalay where a selection 
of artworks from the Bengal 

Foundation Collection was 
on display.

He also toured the 
Bengal Boi premises 
and learned about the 
Foundation’s publishing, 
music and crafts initiatives. 

Christensen was 
accompanied by his wife, 
Deanne Dao; US Embassy 
Deputy Management 
Officer Jennifer Johnson; 
Public Affairs Counselor 
Monica Shie; Public 
Engagement Specialist 
Raihana Sultana; and 
Public Engagement 
Coordinator, Faroha 
Suhrawardy.

US envoy visits


