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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cumilla

Three members of an expatriate’s family were 
murdered in Monipur village under Homna upazila 
of Cumilla on Monday night, according to law 
enforcers.

The victims were identified as Papiya Akter Sukhi, 
22, wife of Saudi Arabia expatriate Zahirul; their son 
Hossain, 4; and Zubayer, 5, son of Zahirul’s brother 
Sattar.

Informed by locals, police went to the spot and 
recovered the body yesterday morning, said Dinesh 
Dasgupta, inspector (Investigation) of Homna Police 
Station. 

The victims’ bodies bore injury marks from sharp 
weapons, he added.

According to locals, both Zahirul and his brother 
Sattar are currently living abroad.

The bodies have been sent to Cumilla Medical 
College morgue for autopsy, said Morshedul Alam, 
officer-in-charge of the police station.

The OC also said police are investigating the 
incident to determine the motive, identify and arrest 
those responsible. 

Filing of a case in this connection was underway, 
he added.

Three of a family 
murdered in 
Cumilla’s Homna

Youth hacked 
to death 
in Rajbari
UNB, Rajbari

A young man was 
hacked to death in broad 
daylight by miscreants 
in Rajbari Sadar upazila 
yesterday, said police 
and family sources.

The incident took 
place around 1:00pm 
on a paved road in Char 
Narayanpur area under 
Mizanpur union.

The victim was 
identified as Zahid 
Hasan Fakir, 27, son 
of Mahtab Fakir of 
Binodpur area in ward-9 
of Rajbari municipality.

Family members 
claimed Zahid was killed 
after he demanded 
repayment of Tk 2,500 
he had lent, while police 
said the murder was likely 
linked to prior enmity.

According to locals, 
Zahid received a phone 
call around noon and 
left home, saying he 
was going to collect 
the money. Shortly 
afterwards, miscreants 
attacked him with sharp 
weapons about 200 yards 
from his house, leaving 
him critically injured 
before fleeing the scene 
in an autorickshaw.

Locals rushed him to 
Rajbari Sadar Hospital 
where doctors declared 
him dead.

His mother Momena 
Begum said her son had 
left home after receiving 
the call and promised 
to return soon after 
collecting the money. 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The trial against Awami League General Secretary Obaidul 
Quader and six other party leaders began yesterday at 
International Crimes Tribunal-2 in a case over crimes against 
humanity committed during the July 2024 uprising.

Proceedings opened with the submission of the 
prosecution’s written opening statement before the 
three-member tribunal, after which the first prosecution 
witness began testifying. However, minutes into the 
testimony, the tribunal adjourned the hearing until today 
following a prosecution plea.

The first witness, MA Razzak, is the father of Asif Iqbal, 
who was shot dead at Mirpur-10 while taking part in 
protests during July–August 2024.

The other accused are AFM Bahauddin Nasim, AL joint 
general secretary; Mohammad Ali Arafat, former state 
minister for information; Sheikh Fazle Shams Parash, 
chairman of Jubo League; Moinul Hossain Khan Nikhil, 
its general secretary; and Saddam Hussain and Sheikh 
Wali Asif Enan, president and general secretary of Chhatra 
League respectively.

According to the 
prosecution, the accused 
directly instigated, 
encouraged and provoked 
the use of lethal weapons 
against students and 
civilians, allegedly following 
instructions from former prime minister Sheikh Hasina.

They are also accused of aiding and abetting the 
government’s crackdown to suppress what the prosecution 
described as a peaceful movement of unarmed students 
and civilians, including by enforcing a nationwide curfew 
and deploying lethal force.

In his opening statement, Chief Prosecutor Tajul Islam 
described Hasina as the latest addition to a long list of 
autocrats and fascists in world history, many of whom 
eventually faced trial.

He said the trial was not merely about the disposal of 
a single case, but carried a strong message for the nation.

Meanwhile, three defence witnesses were scheduled 
to testify yesterday before ICT-2 in the crimes against 
humanity case against JSD President Hasanul Haq Inu, 
but the defence failed to produce them.

One of Inu’s counsels, Sifat Mahmud, said the 
scheduled witnesses were Brig Gen (retd) M Sakhawat 
Hossain, immediate past shipping adviser; Hasib-Al-Islam, 
a former coordinator of Students Against Discrimination; 
and talk-show host Jhumi Rahman.

The defence later sought the tribunal’s permission to 
produce three alternative witnesses, including a foreign 
crimes expert. The tribunal allowed two of them and set 
February 22 for the next proceedings, but rejected the plea 
to include the foreign expert.

Trial of Quader, 6 
others begins at ICT

ST MARTIN’S ISLAND

Keya forests face 
fresh threat

Trees allegedly felled for resort construction
MOKAMMEL SHUVO, Cox’s Bazar

Natural Keya or fragrant screw pine 
(Pandanus odorifer) forests on St 
Martin’s Island are allegedly being 
ravaged days after the tourism season 
ended on January 31.

Locals alleged that numerous Keya 
trees are being felled along the seafront 
in the Dakkhin-para area to clear land 
for resort construction.

Tayeb Ullah, a local resident, said he 
recently visited the area and saw that a 
portion of the forest had already been 
cleared, while more Keya trees had been 
felled and left to dry.

“This dense Keya forest protects 
the island’s residential areas from the 
intrusion of tidal water. Several resorts 
have already been built after clearing 
Keya forests to give tourists a direct view 
of the sea,” he said.

He said last year, seawater entered 
some residential areas during high 
tide, damaging freshwater ponds and 
threatening residents’ livelihoods.

Foyezul Islam, chairman of St 
Martin’s Island union parishad, said 
he had heard about the indiscriminate 
felling of Keya trees in the Dakkhin-
para area along the beach but was not 
certain who was involved.

“A beach worker was sent to the spot 
for inspection on Sunday. Necessary 
steps will be taken following an 
investigation,” he said.

He also said the land where the 
trees were cleared is privately owned. 
“It is possible that a local person sold 
the land to a resort businessman 
from Dhaka. However, it cannot be 

confirmed why the trees were felled. It 
may have been for resort construction, 
or someone may have cut them for 
roofing purposes,” he added.

Jamir Uddin, director of the Cox’s 
Bazar district office of the Department 
of Environment, said they were aware 
of the incident and were treating the 
matter seriously, and that a preliminary 
investigation had already begun.

“The entire St Martin’s Island has 
been declared an Ecologically Critical 
Area (ECA), and destroying any natural 
forest there is illegal. Those found 
involved will be identified through 
investigation and legal action will 
be taken under the Environment 
Conservation Act,” he added.

STAR REPORT

A man was shot in Brahmanbaria on Monday 
night and a house was set on fire in Narail early 
yesterday in connection with polls-related feuds.

In Brahmanbaria, Emon Miah, 24, a resident 
of Thollakandi village under Nabinagar upazila, 
was attacked by 14–15 armed men and hit by three 
bullets near his residence around 7:45pm on 
Monday.

“The armed attackers came on CNG-run auto-
rickshaws and fired at Emon before fleeing the 
scene quickly,” said Toufiqul Islam, Emon’s elder 
brother.

Emon was a supporter of Kazi Nazmul Hossain 
Taposh, a defeated independent candidate from 
Brahmanbaria-5. As a result, he faced rivalry from 
supporters of the elected BNP lawmaker Abdul 
Mannan, Toufiqul alleged.

In November last year, two people were killed in 
a clash between two local rival groups. Emon is a 
witness in that murder case, he also said.

Emon was rushed to a local hospital, where 
doctors advised shifting him to Dhaka for 
advanced treatment, he added.

Contacted, Abdul Mannan MP said he did not 
know about any such incident. “It may be a result 
of an internal feud between two criminal gangs. It 
is not connected with my election,” he added.

Contacted, Brahmanbaria Superintendent 
of Police Shah Md Abdur Rauf confirmed the 
incident and said police were investigating.

In Narail, the house of Humayun Molla, 
president of Hobkhali union BNP unit, was set on 
fire early yesterday in Bill-Dumurtala village under 
Sadar upazila.

Humayun’s family members said he was 
a supporter of Monirul Islam, a defeated 
independent candidate from Narail-2. He has been 
facing rivalry from the union BNP unit’s former 
president Riazul Islam Tinku, who is a supporter 
of Fariduzzaman Farhad, the BNP-nominated 
candidate who was also defeated in the election.

POST-POLLS VIOLENCE

Man shot in 
B’baria, house set 
on fire in Narail
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

The 127th birth anniversary of 
celebrated poet Jibanananda Das was 
observed in Barishal yesterday with 
a series of programmes 
organised by local poets, 
writers, and cultural 
activists.

In the morning, 
members of Pragati Lekhak 
Sangha and Barishal Kabita 
Parishad paid floral tributes 
at a mural of the poet at the 
Jibanananda Das Memorial 
Auditorium and Library, 
established at his ancestral home.

Speakers at a discussion meeting, 
chaired by poet Tapankor Chakraborty, 
called for the establishment of a 

research centre, a large-scale library, 
and a museum dedicated to the poet 
at his ancestral residence, Sarbananda 
Bhaban, also a portion of the 
current Department of Public Health 

Engineering office.
They highlighted that 

Jibanananda Das taught 
English at Government 
Brajamohan College from 
1935 to 1946, noting that 
although a dormitory 
bears his name, little has 
been done to promote 
research and study of his 
works.

“Visitors from outside Barishal often 
leave disappointed as the poet’s legacy 
is not properly preserved here,” one 
speaker said.

Preserve works of 
Jibanananda

Speakers demand at poet’s 127th birth 
anniversary programme
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STAR REPORT

Former secretary ABM Abdus 
Sattar has been appointed 
as the principal secretary 
to the prime minister on a 
contractual basis for one year.

The Ministry of Public 
Administration issued a 
gazette notification in this 
regard yesterday.

Sattar, who previously served in senior roles within the 
civil service, will now assume the highest administrative 
post in the Prime Minister’s Office.

He was appointed private secretary to BNP Chairman 
Tarique Rahman last month.

Abdus Sattar 
appointed PM’s 
principal secretary


