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Woman 
to die for 
Dhanmondi 
double murder
UNB, Dhaka

A Dhaka court yesterday 
sentenced a woman to death 
in a case filed in connection 
with the Dhanmondi double 
murder in 2019.

Judge of Dhaka 
Additional Metropolitan 
and Sessions Judge Court-7, 
Tauhida Akter handed 
down the punishment.

The convict is Surovi 
Akter, domestic help of 
deceased Afroza Begum.

The court also fined 
her Tk 50,000, in default 
of which she will have to 
suffer five-months more in 
rigorous imprisonment.

The court also acquitted 
Bachhu Mia, a worker of 
the house, as allegations 
brought against him could 
not be proved. According 
to the prosecution, police 
recovered the bodies of 
Afroza Begum, 65, and her 
housemaid Diti, 18, from a 
house in Dhanmondi on 
November 1, 2019.

A case was filed with 
Dhanmondi Police Station 
on November 3, 2019.  Police 
submitted a charge sheet 
against Surovi and Bachhu 
Mia on February 1, 2022.

Only three women
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The 2014 cabinet included 
five women among 57 
members (8.77 percent). 
Alongside then prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina, 
were agriculture minister 
Matia Chowdhury, 
state minister for 
public administration 
Ismat Ara Sadek, state 
minister for women and 
children affairs Meher 
Afroz Chumki, and state 
minister for information 
Tarana Halim.

The 2009 cabinet 
recorded the highest 
female participation, with 
five women among 31 
members -- around 16.12 
percent. They included 
then prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina, Sahara 
Khatun, Dipu Moni, 
Matia Chowdhury, and 
Munnujan Sufian.

Dipu Moni became 
the country’s first female 
foreign minister, Sahara 
Khatun served as the first 
female home minister, 
and Matia Chowdhury was 
agriculture minister.

Experts warned that 
the decline in women’s 
representation at the 
cabinet level could 
undermine decades of 

progress in political 
empowerment.

At just 6 percent, the 
latest figure highlights 
the gap between women’s 
share of the population 
and their role in 
policymaking, they said.

Kamrun Nahar, a 
member of women’s rights 
group Naripokkho, said 
the low representation 
was not surprising.

“This is nothing new. 
But we had hoped for a 
more reasonable level of 
representation,” she said.

She added that the 
government must 
prioritise women in 
decision-making roles. 
“With political support 
from the top, meaningful 
change can happen, and 
women will be able to 
engage in politics more 
actively,” she said.
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Language debate in Pak era went beyond religion
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“The best terminology 
often comes from the 
languages that historically 
shaped our intellectual 
and cultural formation. 
To discard them out of 
narrowness weakens the 
language,” he said.

Researcher Mamun 
Siddiqui of Bangla Academy 
said the language question 
during the Pakistan era 
was inseparable from land, 
democracy and economic 
rights. 

He said discussions over 
Pakistan’s state language 
began even before the state 
was formed. “It was like 
speaking of the Ramayana 

before the birth of Ram,” 
he said.

Citing Abdul Haq, 
Mamun said, “If linguistic 
freedom is not secured, 
political freedom remains 
incomplete.” 

“Besides, Enamul Haq 
had warned that imposing 
Urdu would bring ‘political, 
cultural and economic 
death’ to East Pakistan,” he 
added.

Referring to Abul 
Mansur Ahmad, Mamun 
said, “If the language of the 
people and the language of 
the state do not coincide, 
that state cannot be 
democratic.”

He said newspapers 

and magazines from 
Chattogram, Cumilla, 
Sylhet and Dinajpur 
carried arguments in 
favour of Bangla as the 
state language, showing 
that the demand extended 
beyond Dhaka-based elite. 

“These writings 
prepared people’s minds,” 
he said, stressing that the 
1952 Language Movement 
did not emerge suddenly.

He described the 
language struggle as linked 
to economic and political 
emancipation, arguing that 
without that connection, 
“no language movement 
can succeed”.

Prof Tariq Manzoor of 
the Bangla department 
at Dhaka University said, 
“If we think of ‘Bangalee 
Muslim’ as a combined 
identity, that is largely a 
post-1947 development,” 
noting that before partition 

the terms were often 
treated separately.

On language, he 
distinguished between 
spoken and written 
forms, saying linguistics 
prioritises speech while 
prescriptive grammar 
focuses on written norms.

He said attempts after 
1947 to reshape Bangla 
through script reform, 
spelling changes and heavy 
insertion of Arabic-Persian 
vocabulary largely failed 
because language cannot 
be sustained through 
artificial imposition.

On the state language 
debate, he said from the 
perspective of a religion-
based state, the push 
for Urdu as a lingua 
franca followed a certain 
logic. However, Bangla’s 
demographic majority and 
rich literary heritage made 
it impossible to sideline, he 

added.
“A language spoken by 

the majority and backed by 
a strong literary tradition 
cannot be denied state 
status,” he said.

Although Bangla received 
constitutional recognition in 
the 1950s, its administrative 
implementation remained 
limited during the Pakistan 
period. Recognition was 
granted, but practical 
application lagged far 
behind, he added.

Man shot
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Unidentified attackers set 
the house on fire around 
1:00am over the feud. Stored 
crops, wooden furniture 
and other household items 
were burnt, but no one was 
injured, the family members 
said.

Riazul Islam Tinku, 
however, denied the 
allegation and said neither 
he nor any of his followers 
was involved in the incident.

A case has been filed 
in this connection, but 
none had been arrested 
till yesterday evening, said 
Narail Sadar Police Station 
OC Md Oli Miah.

J a m a a t - e - I s l a m i -
nominated candidate Ataur 
Rahman won the election 
in the constituency.

(Our correspondents 
from Brahmanbaria and 
Bagerhat contributed to 
the report.)

A dense swarm of rickshaws, almost all of them battery-operated, causes severe traffic congestion in the Agargaon area, Dhaka. Despite 
occasional police raids, poor enforcement against unauthorised vehicles on main roads continues to create congestion and safety hazards 
across the capital. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON
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