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Policy 2017, citizens aged 18 
to 35 are officially classified 
as youth.

The youngest elected MP 
is Abdul Hannan Masud of 
the NCP, aged 26, elected 
from Noakhali-6.

Fellow NCP leaders Md 
Nahid Islam and Abul 
Hasnat (Hasnat Abdullah), 
both 27, secured seats from 
Dhaka-11 and Cumilla-4 
respectively.

Akhtar Hossain, 
28, was elected from 
Rangpur-4, while Abdullah 
Al Amin, 30, won from 
Narayanganj-4.

Outside the NCP, Md 
Abu Talib, 29, and Md Amir 
Hamza, 33, were elected 
from Jhenaidah-4 and 
Kushtia-3 respectively.

Two lawmakers elected 
from Bangladesh Khelafat 
Majlish, Muhammadullah 
from Mymensingh-2 and 
Saeed Uddin Ahmed 
Hanzala from Madaripur-1, 
are both 29.

Among the remaining 
young MPs, BNP candidate 
Sofiqur Rahman Kiron, 
28, was elected from 
Shariatpur-2.

Nurul Haque Noor, 32, 
leader of Gono Odhikar 
Parishad and former 
DUCSU vice president, won 
from Patuakhali-3.

Independent candidate 
Md Abdul Hannan, aged 
35, secured victory from 
Chandpur-4.

“Politics in our country 
has turned into a business 
enterprise. As a result, 
we are witnessing a 
severe deterioration of 
democracy. I hope the 
youth will break out of this 
situation and engage in 
politics for the public good 
by bringing fresh ideas 
and a fresh attitude,” said 
Shujan Secretary Badiul 
Alam Majumdar.

Election expert and 
former additional secretary 
of the Election Commission 
Jesmin Tuli said youth 
participation could 
revitalise parliamentary 
proceedings.

“In the first parliament 
of 1973, many young 
individuals who had played 
significant roles in student 
politics became members 
of parliament. After a 
long hiatus, we are once 
again seeing the youth in 
parliament. I hope they 
will make the parliament 
vibrant with their modern 
and timely ideas,” she said.

“We expect to see many 
exceptional and realistic 
ideas from the youth that 
will be in harmony with the 
current era.”

Hasina issue will not
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extradite Hasina and 
several senior Awami 
League leaders who 
fled to India after the 
July uprising. India has 
not responded to those 
requests.

Fakhrul said there is a 
legal process underway 
for Hasina, her ministers 
and bureaucrats accused 
of murder and other 
criminal acts during the 
uprising. “That process 
will continue,” he said.

The BNP is set to form 
the new government on 
Tuesday after securing 
a landslide victory in 
the 13th Parliamentary 
Election.

Ahead of taking office, 
Fakhrul acknowledged 
that India-Bangladesh 
relations involve difficult 
issues but said these 
should not overshadow 
areas of cooperation.

“America and China 
have many difficulties in 
bilateral ties, yet they are 
working with each other. 
We should not stick to 
just one issue in India-
Bangladesh relations,” he 
said.

During the interview, 
he also noted that the 

renewal of the Ganga 
Waters Treaty, including 
the Farakka water-sharing 
issue, will come up before 
next year. 

Border killings also 
remain a matter for 
discussion, he added. 

“We can’t fight a war 
with India. We need to 
talk. Those who talk 
about fighting India are 
speaking like insane,” said 
Fakhrul.

Fakhrul added that 
revenge and violence are 
detrimental to building 
a healthy democratic 
environment in 
Bangladesh. 

He said the interim 
government failed to 
achieve reconciliation 
after the July uprising 
because “the leaders of 
the uprising chose Prof 
Yunus.”

“Prof Yunus could not 
go outside of the brief that 
the leaders of the uprising 
gave him,” he said.

He also highlighted the 
BNP’s 31-point agenda 
as an opportunity for 
Bangladesh and India to 
deepen cooperation in 
trade, commerce, capacity 
building and digital 
infrastructure.
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High schools
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after receiving its certified 
copy.

The stay order will 
continue until the filing of 
the leave to appeal petition, 
the judge said in the order.

The chamber judge 
passed the order following 
a petition filed by the 
government seeking a stay 
on the HC order.

On Sunday, the HC 
bench of Justice Fahmida 

Quader and Justice Md 
Ashif Hasan ordered the 
government to keep all 
high schools (Classes 6-10) 
closed throughout the 
month of Ramadan.

The bench, however, 
said both private and 
public schools can conduct 
scheduled public exams, if 
there are any, during this 
period, Deputy Attorney 
General Md Shafiqur 
Rahman told The Daily Star.

Act now to prevent
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They also mentioned an 
allegation from the hill 
district of Khagrachhari 
that a fine was imposed as 
punishment for voting for a 
particular party.

The statement said where 
activists or supporters of 
any party or candidate were 
involved in such incidents, 
the primary responsibility 
lay with those parties and 
candidates to restrain them 
from violence.

At the same time, the 
citizens urged the interim 
government and law 
enforcement agencies, 
particularly the police and 
BGB members working 
in the field, to strengthen 
visible and effective action. 

They demanded 
impartial enforcement 
of the law and called for 
any attempt to disrupt 
citizens’ security or violate 
the rights of individuals or 
groups to be addressed in 
accordance with the law.

The statement added 
that the army had 
ensured citizens’ safety 
with dedication in recent 
months, especially before 
and on election day. 

The signatories 
expressed hope that the 
army would continue 
that role and take 
necessary steps against 
the ongoing violence and 
the “unfortunate and 
undesirable” incidents 
already reported.

They observed that the 
interim government was 
taking steps to transfer 

power peacefully to the 
newly elected majority party 
or alliance. In that context, 
they said, violence and 
conflict -- even if instigated 
by certain unseen quarters 
-- are unacceptable to the 
people of Bangladesh.

The citizens urged 
the top leadership of all 
political parties to ensure 
peace and order and protect 
the safety of all citizens, 
including women, children, 
minorities, indigenous 
people, persons with 
disabilities and the elderly.

“We hope that the 
fulfilment of your 
commitments and 
responsible conduct will 
quickly be reflected at the 
grassroots level and that the 
nation will regain confidence 
in you,” the statement said.

The signatories 
include Hameeda 
Hossain; Sultana Kamal; 
Prof Anu Muhammad; 
I f t e k h a r u z z a m a n , 
executive director of TIB; 
Shaheen Anam, executive 
director of Manusher 
Jonno Foundation; 
Rasheda K Chowdhury, 
executive director of 
Campaign for Popular 
Education (CAMPE); ZI 
Khan Panna, president 
of Ain o Salish Kendra; 
Sara Hossain, honorary 
executive director of 
Bangladesh Legal Aid and 
Services Trust (BLAST); and 
Shamsul Huda, executive 
director of Association 
for Land Reforms and 
Development, among 
others.

Cop among six hurt
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Jamaat’s newly elected 
lawmaker Shahjahan 
Chowdhury could not be 
reached over phone for 
comment.

In Sirajganj, the district 
BNP unit suspended two of 
its activists on Sunday over 
allegation of intimidating 
people after the election, 
said a press release,

The suspended BNP 

men are: Mostafizur 
Rahman Mondal, former 
general secretary of Ward-
4 unit BNP under Belkuchi 
municipality; and Shihab 
Mondal, organising 
secretary of Belkuchi 
municipal unit Chhatra Dal. 

(Our correspondents from 
Jhenaidah, Chattogram 
and Sirajganj contributed 
to the report.)

Prioritise minorities
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In another statement jointly 
signed by UFCB President 
Archbishop Bejoy N 
D’Cruze and Secretary Rev 
David Aniruddha Das, they 
said Christians, like all other 
citizens of the country, 
want Bangladesh free from 
corruption, and a humane, 
just, discrimination-free 
state, and a country of 
communal harmony.

They said they want to 
ensure rule of law, women’s 

rights and climate-friendly 
programs, religious freedom, 
and freedom of speech.

“We express our firm 
commitment that we will 
continue to provide all 
kinds of cooperation in 
all your positive steps, and 
our prayers will continue 
for everyone who will take 
the responsibility of the 
upcoming government 
under your competent 
leadership,” the statement 
said.


