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STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

A total of 73 fishermen, who had been 
detained by the Arakan Army, were 
brought back to Bangladesh from 
Myanmar yesterday evening.

The returnees include 66 Bangladeshi 
nationals and seven Rohingyas, officials 
said.

Lt Col Md Hanifur Rahman Bhuiya, 
commanding officer of Teknaf 
Battalion-2 of Border Guard Bangladesh, 
said the fishermen were detained by the 
Arakan Army while fishing in the Bay of 
Bengal at different times in 2025.

They were held in camps controlled 
by the group inside Myanmar for varying 
periods.

Through coordinated efforts by 
different security forces in the Cox’s 
Bazar region and communication 
with the Arakan Army, the phased 
repatriation of detained fishermen and 
arrangements for their gradual handover 
were made, the BGB official said.

“In the first phase, 73 fishermen were 
received from the Arakan Army at the 
Naf River zero line and brought to Teknaf 
jetty ghat today [Monday] evening. The 
process of handing them over to their 
families is underway. Their identities 
have already been verified by local 
representatives and law enforcement 
agencies,” Lt Col Hanifur said.

Meanwhile, at least 15 people, 
including six women and four children, 
were rescued from a trafficking attempt 
in a joint operation by the Coast Guard 
and the Rapid Action Battalion in 
Teknaf’s Baharchhara area on Sunday 
afternoon, officials said.

Based on intelligence, a joint team 
from the Coast Guard’s Baharchhara 
outpost and Rab conducted a raid at the 
house of an alleged trafficker, Abdul Ali, 
in the Kachchhapia area under Teknaf 
Police Station around 4:00pm on Sunday 
and rescued the victims, Lieutenant 
Commander Siyam-ul-Haque, media 
officer of Bangladesh Coast Guard, said 
yesterday.

Abdul Ali, who was reportedly 
planning to send them to Malaysia by 
sea illegally, and his cohorts, managed 
to flee after sensing the presence of law 
enforcers. No arrests were made in this 
connection, he said.
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No new vehicle registration
FROM PAGE 3

Experts say old and unfit 
vehicles are a major cause 
of road crashes and air 
pollution. Older vehicles 
emit more toxic gases 
due to incomplete fuel 
combustion, they added.

In May 2023, the 
then government set the 
economic life of buses and 
minibuses at 20 years and 
trucks and covered vans 
at 25 years and prepared a 
draft scrapping guideline.

However, it later put the 
order on hold following 
pressure from transport 
associations, allowing 
outdated vehicles to remain 
on the roads.

In June last year, the 
interim government 
reinstated the age 
limits and announced a 
crackdown on outdated 
vehicles from mid-July.

But it also stepped back 
following pressure from 
the transport associations, 
who threatened to go on 
strike if the authorities did 
not halt the crackdown.

According to BRTA data 
updated on July 16 last 
year, some 39,169 buses 
and minibuses and 41,140 
trucks, covered vans and 
tankers had exceeded their 
economic life.
WHAT THE GUIDELINE 
SAYS
Apart from vehicles that 
have exceeded their 
designated economic 
life or are unfit for 
operation, those declared 
unserviceable by 
government, autonomous, 
or private institutions 
can also be scrapped, the 
guideline says.

Vehicles damaged by 
fire, explosion, natural 
disasters or accidents 
where repairs are not 
financially viable can also 
be scrapped.

The same applies to 
vehicles declared unfit 
by a court, voluntarily 
handed over for scrapping, 
produced without 
authorisation, or modified 
without approval.

Vehicles without a valid 
fitness certificate for more 
than one year without 
reasonable cause are also 
eligible for scrapping.

BRTA officials could not 
provide the exact number 
of vehicles operating 
without fitness clearance 

for over a year. However, 
data shows that at least 
6.26 lakh vehicles had not 
obtained fitness certificates 
as of July 24 last year.

BRTA will appoint 
private vendors for 
scrapping. An eight-
member committee led 
by the BRTA director 
(Engineering) will 
determine the value of 
scrapped vehicles and 
identify recyclable parts.

A certificate will be 
issued for each scrapped 
vehicle.
REWARD AND 
PUNISHMENT
In exchange for a scrap 
certificate, an owner or 
lawful successor may 
receive government 
financial incentives when 
registering a new vehicle.

However, no one will be 
allowed to register a new 
or used vehicle without 
scrapping one that has 
exceeded its economic life.

The authority may allow 
registration if the owner’s 
application for scrapping is 
accepted.

Violating the guideline 
will be punishable under 
Section 104 of the Road 
Transport Act, 2018, which 
provides for up to three 
months’ imprisonment, a 
fine of Tk 20,000, or both.

Ekushey book fair
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They have been demanding 
that the fair begin after Eid.

The platform said it 
would not participate in 
the book fair if it were held 
before Eid. However, the 
Bangla Academy remains 
steadfast in its decision 
to begin the fair from 
February 20.

To this end, the academy 
has decided to waive 55 
percent of stall fees for 
participating publishers. A 
total of 525 stalls have been 
allocated to around 350 
publishing organisations.

Bangla Academy sources 
said that amid the fair 
being organised during 
Ramadan, it will be held for 
a curtailed duration of 25 
days.

Md Selim Reza, member 
secretary of the book fair 
organising committee, said 
the publishers’ demand to 
hold the fair after Eid was 

illogical at a time when 80 
percent preparations have 
been completed already.

“After Eid, during 
April, the weather will 
remain inclement due to 
nor’westers and rainfall, 
leading to significantly 
low number of visitors. As 
such, it is illogical to hold 
the fair during this time,” 
he said.

“The committee 
unanimously decided the 
fair’s date of inauguration, 
while reducing stall fees for 
the publishers compared to 
last year,” he added.

Md Mafidur Rahman, 
secretary to the cultural 
affairs ministry, said the 
book fair is organised by the 
Bangla Academy while the 
ministry provides necessary 
support, and the head of 
state inaugurates it.

“Preparations are 
underway accordingly,” he 
added.

New PM to decide
FROM PAGE 3

house Jamuna and using 
Minto Road bungalows were 
also discussed, but raised 
traffic concerns. The interim 
administration eventually 
left the final decision to the 
next elected government.

Regarding housing 
for ministers and state 
ministers, the PWD chief 
engineer said the ministry 
was preparing residences 
that are becoming vacant.

“At present, they have 
taken all preparation to get 
16 ministers’ bungalows and 
10 ministers’ apartments 
ready,” he said on Sunday 
night. 

“We are receiving updates 
daily. Former advisers are 
vacating residences, and 
once handed over, we will 
begin renovation work 
immediately. Hopefully, we 

will be able to allocate the 
houses on time.”

Apartments for elected 
lawmakers are also being 
prepared, and currently 144 
units are expected to be 
ready at the NAM Bhaban.

A PWD superintendent 
engineer said there are six 
buildings at NAM Bhaban, 
each containing 36 flats. 
Of these, four buildings are 
currently vacant, where 
cleaning and renovation 
work was ongoing.

Meanwhile, sources 
from the Transport 
Commissioner’s Office 
said 50 cars and 50 drivers 
have been kept ready for 
members of the new cabinet.

“Perhaps, so many cars 
won’t be required, but as 
per tradition, some extra 
vehicles are kept prepared,” 
said an official concerned.

Teen stabbed
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He alleged the attackers 
were known to Mahim.

Din Islam filed a murder 
case with Jatrabari Police 
Station, naming three 
individuals and accusing 
several unidentified others.

OC Mohammad Raju 
said one person has been 
arrested in connection with 
the incident.

Preliminary findings 
indicate Mahim knew those 
involved and that an ongoing 
dispute over a minor issue 
led to the attack, he said.

Police said drives are 
underway to arrest the 
remaining suspects.

Locals from Char Majar Diar cross a sandbar to reach home after work in Rajshahi city. With 
the onset of the dry season, water levels in canals, wetlands and rivers have receded, leaving 
vast sandy stretches that resemble a desert. The photo was taken recently on a Padma River 
char in Rajshahi. PHOTO: AZAHAR UDDIN

Sharif N AS-
Saber new VC 
of Stamford
STAR REPORT

Dr Sharif N 
A S - S a b e r 
has been 
appointed 
as the 
new vice-
chancellor 
of Stamford University 
Bangladesh.

Sharif formally assumed 
office as VC in the presence 
of the chairman and 
members of the university’s 
Board of Trustees, along 
with the university’s deans, 
department heads and 
faculty members yesterday.

He is internationally 
recognised as an academic 
leader, strategist and 
governance specialist, with 
a career spanning more 
than three decades. Prior 
to joining Stamford, he 
served as a faculty member 
in the Department of 
Management under the 
College of Economics and 
Political Science at Sultan 
Qaboos University in 
Oman.

Between 2023 and 2025, 
he served as vice-chair of 
the Middle East Chapter 
of the United Nations 
Principles for Responsible 
Management Education. 

Sharif earned his 
PhD from the University 
of Tasmania, an MBA 
from Monash University, 
and degrees in Law and 
International Relations 
from Dhaka University. 
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STAR REPORT

At least six people, including a policeman, were 
injured in a clash between two groups of BNP men 
in the  presence of police in Jhenaidah yesterday.

The incident occurred on Baruihuda 
Government Primary School playground in 
Shailkupa upazila at noon.

Police and locals said both groups were 
supporters of the newly elected BNP lawmaker 
of Jhenaidah-1 Md Asaduzzaman. They locked 
in a clash over rivalry stemming from the recent 
election campaign. Previously, the two groups 
clashed on the election day. 

“Tension prevailed around 12:30pm today 
[Monday]. On information, police rushed to 
the spot, but the two groups clashed in the 
presence of police,” said Shakil Ahmed, inspector 
(investigation) of Shailkupa Police Station.

A police constable, Sohel Rana, was injured after 
being hit by a brick. Additionally, four to five people 
from both sides sustained injuries, he also said. 

No case was filed till yesterday evening. Police 
were trying to detain the culprits, he added.

Contacted, Md Asaduzzaman MP said, “I 
have heard the incident and asked police to take 
necessary legal action upon investigation.”

Meanwhile, at a press conference on Sunday, 
BNP’s defeated candidate in Chattogram-15 
constituency, Nazmul Mostafa Amin, alleged that 
around 25 of his supporters were injured in 20 
separate incidents of attacks by Jamaat activists 
since the election day.

He also demanded the removal of Lohagara 
Upazila Nirbahi Officer, alleging that the UNO has 
been playing a biased role towards Jamaat men.

Asked, Lohagara UNO Md Saiful Islam denied 
the allegation and said he performed his duties 
impartially.

Contacted, Ariful Islam Siddique, additional 
superintendent of police in Chattogram, said, 
“While we are yet to receive any official complaint 
in this regard, we have heard about some incidents 
and are investigating those.”

Cop among six 
hurt in Jhenaidah 
post-polls clash
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh’s Christian 
church leaders have urged the 
new leadership of the country 
to pay attention to the 
underprivileged and minority 
communities of the country, 
support them in improving 
their quality of life and ensure 
peace and security.

In separate statements 
yesterday, the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of 
Bangladesh (CBCB) and 
the United Forum of 
Church, Bangladesh (UFCB) 
congratulated the BNP and its 
chairman Tarique Rahman 
for the victory in the 13th 
parliamentary elections.

“After a long time, the 
people of the country have 
participated in exercising their 
right to vote in a spontaneous 
and festive atmosphere. This 

is a matter of joy and hope for 
all of us,” said CBCB President 
Archbishop Bejoy N D’Cruze.

He said the active 
participation of citizens 
strengthens democratic 
practices and further paves 
the way for building a 
responsible, justice-based, 
and welfare-oriented state.

“Although small in number, 
we Christians have always 
made special contributions 
to the development of the 
country and the nation. 
While continuing this trend 
from our current position, 
we hope to strengthen 
your hands through our 
participation in education, 
healthcare, development, and 
constructive work, as well as 
service activities for the poor 
and needy,” said Archbishop 
D’Cruze of Dhaka.

Prioritise 

minorities
Christian leaders urge new govt
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‘High schools 
to remain open 
for first 18 
Ramadan days’
SC stays HC order
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court 
chamber judge yesterday 
stayed a High Court 
order that directed the 
government to keep all 
high schools (Classes 6-10) 
closed throughout the 
month of Ramadan.

High schools will remain 
open for the first 18 days 
of Ramadan in line with 
the government decision 
following the apex court 
chamber judge’s order, 
Acting Attorney General 
Md Arshadur Rouf told The 
Daily Star.

Chamber Judge Farah 
Mahbub also asked the 
government to file a leave 
to appeal petition with the 
court against the HC order 
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