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‘People will

remember the

army’s service’

Gen Waker thanks
soldiers for polls duty

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN

Chiefl of Army Staff General
Waker-Uz-Zaman described
the just-concluded polls as an
“acceptable, fair election”, saying
the outcome was widely accepted
and made possible by soldiers’
“responsibility and efliciency”.

He made the remarks while
addressing members of all ranks

at a Chief of Army Staff (CAS) darbar yesterday at the

Senaprangan.

Members deployed in United Nations peacekeeping
missions were also included in the address. At least three
sources, who were present at the darbar, confirmed the

developments to The Daily Star.

“The darbar was organised to thank members of all
ranks for a peaceful, fair, and acceptable national election,”
a source told the newspaper, requesting anonymity.

During his speech, the army chief praised troops for

what he termed “excellent responsibility” and efficiency
while performing election duties, and expressed gratitude

SEE PAGE 8 COL 1

BNP wins nearly halt the
votes, Jamaat a third

MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR and
AHMED DEEPTO
The BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami

recorded significant gains in vote
share and seats compared to 1991,
each rising by nearly 20 percentage
points.

In the February 12 election, BNP
secured 49.97 percent of the vote
and won 209 seats, a sharp increase
from the 30.81 percent vote share
and 140 seats it achieved in 1991.

Jamaat also made remarkable
progress, winning 31.76 percent

of the vote and 68 seats this time,
compared to just 12.13 percent of the
votes and 18 seats in 1991, according
to Election Commission data.
According to EC Public Relations

Officer Ruhul Amin Mollik, in terms
of vote share, the National Citizen
Party, led by student and youth
leaders of the July uprising, came
in third. Fielding candidates in 32
constituencies, the party secured
3.05 percent of the vote. NCP
contested the polls as part of the
Jamaat-led 11-party alliance.

Islami Andolon Bangladesh, led
by Charmonai Pir Syed Muhammad
Rezaul Karim, competed in 257
constituencies and secured 2.70
percent of the vote.

Bangladesh Khelafat Majlis, a
partner of the Il-party combine,
gave tickets to candidates in 34
constituencies and got 2.09 percent
of the vote.

Jatiya  Party, which  had
representation in the past three
parliaments, nominated candidates
in 199 constituencies. The party
failed to secure any seat in this
election and got only 0.89 percent of
the votes.

Altogether, 50 political parties
took part in the polls and 44 of them
received less than one percent votes.

Meanwhile, 275 independent
candidates bagged 5.79 percent
votes.

The EC did not release the
popular vote count. However, based
on the votes obtained by winning
candidates and their nearest rivals,
BNP and its allies secured around
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India rout
Pakistan to
seal Super
8 spot

AGENCIES

India routed bitter rivals
Pakistan by 61 runs
yesterday to qualify for
the Super Eights of the
T20 World Cup in a
clash that had been in
doubt until a few days
ago.

Suryakumar Yadav’s
side posted 175-7 after a
flying start from Ishan
Kishan’s 40-ball 77 and
then bowled Pakistan
out for 114 in 18 overs.

India have now won
eight of nine T20 World
Cup meetings between
the sides, along with all
eight of their ODI World
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Boatmen struggle to drag an empty boat across the Surma River, as sandbars, silt, and waste have choked the flow and blocked passage. Traders
once reliant on the river for low-cost transport can no longer move goods by boat. Households are forced to fetch water from afar. A river that
once sustained the city now looks to its people for survival. The photo was taken yesterday in Sylhet city’s Kazirbazar.
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Record
complaint
over alleged
rape in Hatia

NHRC asks police

ANWARUL HAIDER,
NOAKHALI

TheNational HumanRights
Commission yesterday
sent a letter to Hatia
Police Station in Noakhali,
asking the law enforcers to
register a complaint and
take necessary legal steps
over the alleged rape and
torture of a woman there.

In the letter, the NHRC
said, “The commission
has been  monitoring
media reports and taking
necessary  steps  over
allegations of  human
rights violations.

“According to media, a
32-year-old mother of three
alleged she was raped and
physically tortured at her
home in Hatia upazila on
the night of February 13 for
voting for the ‘Shapla Koli’
[waterlily bud] symbol.”

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

US cotton-made RMG

to get duty-

free access

Govt explains: Bangladesh gains 2,500
duty-free items, US over 7,000

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The interim government has disclosed
parts of the recently signed trade
agreement with the United States, under
which the reciprocal tariff on Bangladeshi
goods was reduced from 20 percent to 19
percent after nine months of negotiation.

According to an official statement
issued last night, garments produced in
Bangladesh using imported US cotton and
synthetic fibres will enter the American
market duty-free. About 80 percent of
Bangladesh’s total exports to the United
States consist of apparel.

Bangladesh will also have zero-tariff
access to 2,500 products, while the United
States will gain duty-free entry for more

Tariffs for many of these products will
be reduced in phases, a provision that,
according o the statement, places
Bangladesh in an advantageous position.

Overall, the government expects
the Bangladesh-US trade agreement to
strengthen Dhaka’s competitive position
in the American market, expand global
trade, attract investment, and deliver
economic benefits.

On April 2, 2025, Washington imposed
reciprocal tariffs on most countries,
including Bangladesh. In response,
Bangladesh’s chief adviser and commerce
adviser wrote to US authorities seeking talks
to reduce or withdraw the tariffs. Following
negotiations, the rate for Bangladesh was
set at 20 percent on August 30.

India pacer Jasprit Bumrah celebrates with teammates after dismissing Pakistan opener Saim Ayub during their
T20 World Cup Group A clash at the R Premadasa Stadium in Colombo yesterday. Bumrah returned figures of 2-17
as India delivered a dominant display, bowling Pakistan out for 114 in 18 overs after posting 175-7. The 61-run

victory sealed a Super Eight spot for India.

Department of Psychology
University of Dhaka

Professional Masters in Psychology
Admission Open For

4th Batch

SPECIAL FOCUS ON

A. Mental Health Counseling D.
# [ntroduction to Mental Health and Counseling
® Buasic and Advanced Counseling Skills
* Cognitive Behavior Therapy: Theory and

Applications

B. Developmental Psychology E.
® Childhood and Adolescence
® Adulthood and Aging
® Developmental Disorders and Disabilities

C. Behavioral Neuroscience F.
®  [nrroduction o Behavioral Neuroscience
*  Neuroleadership
®  Newromarketing and Consumer Negrosciences

Social Psvehology

® Crime Over the Life Time

* Lnderstanding Social Cognition

® Social Psychology in the Criminal Justice
System

Industrial-Organizational Psychology

* Workplace Well-being Management

* Personnel Selection Training and Placement

* Occupational Health and Safety Management

School Psychology

® [Introduction to School Psychology

* Fundamental Issues in Education

& Psychoeducational Assessment

ELIGIBILITY

® Graduation in any discipline from any recogmized mstitution with a minimum CGPA of 2.50.
Mo third class in any stage is accepted,
*  Minimum GPA of 3.00 in both SSC and HSC or equivalent.

Admission Form Fee
BT SHHY- (Five Thousand)

Application Deadline

Sth March, 2026

For detailed information: hitp://du.ac.bd'body/PSY
Contact: Mohammad Shafiqul Islam, Senior Technical Officer, 01344314518

Cup encounters.

Pakistan’s chase of
176 began disastrously.
Sahibzada Farhan top-
edged a slog off Hardik
Pandya to mid-on for a
duck, and it became 6-2
when Jasprit Bumrah
trapped Saim Ayub (6)
Ibw with his second ball.
Captain Salman Agha
4) followed, mistiming
another slog off Bumrah
as Pakistan slumped to
13-3. When Axar Patel
bowled Babar Azam for
five, they were 34-4 in
the fifth over.

Usman Khan offered
resistance with 44 off
34 balls, including six
fours and a six. But
after charging Axar
and being stumped by
Kishan, Pakistan lost
three wickets for five
runs to collapse to 78-
7, eflectively ending the
contest.

Earlier, Suryakumar
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POST-POLL MISINFORMATION

Dismislab finds
rivals peddling
falsehoods

STAR REPORT

Since the day after the February 12 national
parliamentary election and referendum in Bangladesh,
news outlets have reported incidents of post-election
violence in various parts of the country. Such clashes
are not unprecedented, but this time the situation has
been inflamed by the spread of misinformation online.

While accurate information about the incidents
has been reported, false claims have also circulated,
using misleading narratives to implicate rival political
groups.

An analysis of Dismislab, a fact-checking
organisation, shows that in most cases false claims have
been circulated alleging that activists and supporters
of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami were attacked by the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP). In some instances,

SEE PAGE 8 COL 4

than 7,000 tariff lines in Bangladesh. SEE PAGE 9 COL 1
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