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58 injured, three BNP–
Awami League clashes 
injured three, two NCP–
Jatiya Party clashes 
injured 23, 14 BNP–other 
party clashes injured 46, 
and three other incidents 
injured 10.

Of the five killed in 
this phase, three were 
BNP supporters, one was 
a Jamaat supporter, and 
one was affiliated with 
Inqilab Moncho, HRSS 
said.

After the results were 
declared, violence spread 
to at least 30 districts, 
HRSS said. It recorded 
more than 200 clashes 
involving supporters 
of BNP, Jamaat and 
independent candidates, 
leaving over 300 injured 
and at least 350 offices, 
businesses and homes 
vandalised or set on fire.

HRSS said no one was 
killed on polling day, 
February 12. It deployed 
565 observers to monitor 
voting in 1,733 centres 
across 100 constituencies. 
Of them, 347 remained 
present during vote 
counting, but Ijajul alleged 
that at least 48 were 
denied entry to counting 
rooms or obstructed.

HRSS said it found 
irregularities in at least 
21 centres, including 
centre occupation 
allegations, obstruction of 
observers, ballot-related 
irregularities, advance 
signing and sealing of 
ballot counterfoils, and 
failure to display results.

HRSS Programme 
Officer Saiful Islam 
said 393 incidents of 
irregularities and clashes 
were recorded on polling 
day, leaving 145 injured.

These included disorder 
at 149 centres, 105 clashes 
between supporters, 
59 allegations of ballot 
stuffing, 19 expulsions of 

polling agents, 13 cases of 
negligence by officials, 18 
instances of obstruction 
to voters, six assaults on 
candidates, three ballot 
box snatching incidents, 
two arson cases, and 31 
other irregularities.

HRSS also reported 
50 arrests, withdrawal of 
13 presiding and polling 
officers, and 55 cases 
resulting in imprisonment 
or fines. Five journalists 
were injured, voting 
was cancelled in three 
centres, and 64 incidents 
involved misinformation 
spread using artificial 
intelligence tools.

However, a separate 
state-run intelligence 
report documented unrest 
in the 48 hours following 
the polls, with at least 
three people killed and 
98 injured in 45 incidents 
across 38 constituencies.

On February 13, 42 
incidents were recorded 
across 36 constituencies, 
leaving 95 injured and 
one person killed in 
Munshiganj in a clash 
between BNP and 
independent candidate 
supporters, it said. BNP 
activists were involved in 
41 incidents.

It also recorded at least 
13 BNP–Jamaat clashes 
and four clashes involving 
the National Citizen Party.

On February 14, three 
incidents were reported. 
Two people were killed 
and three injured in 
Chapainawabganj in an 
explosion while they were 
allegedly making crude 
bombs.

In Pabna, BNP and 
Chhatra Dal leaders 
attacked a Shibir-linked 
library and vandalised 
houses of its activists.

Meanwhile, Ain o Salish 
Kendra (ASK) expressed 
concern over post-election 
violence and attacks 
on political opponents, 

urging restraint and 
accountability.

In a statement, the 
rights organisation called 
on political parties to 
immediately instruct their 
grassroots activists to 
refrain from retaliatory 
violence, intimidation, 
land grabbing and attacks, 
particularly against 
women, minorities and 
socially vulnerable 
communities.

ASK also voiced alarm 
over allegations of sexual 
violence against a woman 
and urged prompt, 
impartial investigations, 
saying the state must 
ensure citizens’ lives, 
safety and dignity.

Jamaat, allies
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resulted from counting 
errors. 

“We have formally asked 
the commission to recount 
these seats,” he said.

Azad added that even 
after publication of the 
gazette, the law allows three 
stages of appeal -- through 
the commission, a tribunal, 
and the High Court -- and 
the alliance plans to pursue 
legal remedies.

The alliance also 
announced a protest rally 
and demonstration at 
the north gate of Baitul 
Mukarram Mosque in 
Dhaka today at 4:30pm, 
condemning what it 
described as “electoral 
violence”.

On whether the alliance 
would take oath, Azad said, 
“We have decided positively. 
We will join parliament and 
play a constructive role. At 
the same time, the streets 
will remain open to us.”

In a post on his verified 
Facebook page yesterday, 
Asif Mahmud Sajeeb 
Bhuiyan, spokesperson of 
the National Citizen Party 
(NCP), an alliance partner, 
said they were preparing to 
form a “shadow cabinet”.

“The shadow cabinet 
will work as a watchdog to 
ensure transparency and 
accountability and oversee 
overall activities,” he wrote.

In a Facebook post 
yesterday, Jamaat Ameer 
Shafiqur Rahman said they 
would not bow to any “evil 
force”.

He urged party members 
to build strong protests and 
resistance with the people 
wherever attacks occur and 
to stand by the oppressed.

Later that morning, 
Shafiqur visited the family 
of deceased Jamaat 
supporter Shah Alam -- 
who died of a heart attack 
on February 8 while on his 
way to an election rally -- in 
the Shimulbak Dakkhinhati 
area of Itna upazila in 
Kishoreganj and attended a 
memorial meeting.

STAR REPORT

Five people were killed and 12 others 
injured in road accidents across 
three districts over the last two 
days, according to reports from our 
correspondents.

In Cumilla, two people were killed 
and seven others injured after a 
passenger bus plunged into a ditch 
beside the Dhaka–Chattogram 
highway in Daudkandi area yesterday. 

The accident occurred around 
3:50pm in Jingatali area when a 
Chattogram-bound Econo Paribahan 
bus lost control, collided with an 
auto-rickshaw, and skidded off the 
road, said Daudkandi Highway Police 
Station Officer-in-Charge Iqbal Bahar 

Majumder.
The deceased were identified as 

auto-rickshaw driver Faruk, 42, of 
Bahadurkhola village in Daudkandi, 
and bus passenger Mizanur Rahman, 
48, of Chuadanga Sadar upazila. 

Dr Habibur Rahman, upazila health 
officer at Daudkandi Upazila Health 
Complex, said five injured passengers 
were referred to Dhaka, while two 
others received primary care.

The bus driver and his assistant 
fled the scene, police said.

In Tangail, two people were killed in 
a head-on collision between a private 
car and a battery-run rickshaw-van on 
the Dhaka–Tangail–Jamuna Bridge 
highway in Kalihati upazila yesterday. 

Sharif Uddin, 41, was declared dead 

at Tangail General Hospital, while 
rickshaw-van driver Mohammad 
Amir Ali, 40, died on the way to Dhaka, 
said Shariful Islam, sub-inspector of 
Jamuna Bridge East Police Station.

In Kishoreganj, constable Nazrul 
Islam, 52, was killed and five others, 
including three policemen, were 
injured after a CNG-run auto-rickshaw 
carrying police personnel collided 
head-on with a bus in Padorgati area 
of Hossainpur upazila on Saturday, 
said Hossainpur Police Station OC 
Muhammad Rashedul Islam. 

Nazrul was returning to the police 
station with an accused when the 
crash occurred. The accused and the 
auto-rickshaw driver were among the 
injured.

Five killed, 12 hurt in road accidents
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Grabbers try
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Bazar town unit 
demolished several of the 
structures on Saturday 
night after information 
about the attempted land 
grabbing surfaced.

Shafayet Munna, former 
joint secretary of Cox’s 
Bazar town JCD unit, said 
following instructions from 
newly elected lawmaker 
Lutfur Rahman Kajol, 
they went to the spot 
and removed the illegal 
structures.

“The formerly evicted 
grabbers were trying to 
misuse BNP’s name to 
reoccupy the land. No 
illegal structures would be 
allowed on the riverbank,” 
he added.

Gazipur road caves in 9 
days after completion

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

A newly constructed road along 
the Turag river in Gazipur partially 
collapsed before it could be formally 
inaugurated, just nine days after 
completion.

A section measuring roughly 
10 to 12 feet caved in along the 
riverbank in the Dhananjaykhali 
area of Kashimpur, raising concerns 
among residents about safety and the 
durability of the Tk 11.67 crore project.

The three-kilometre road 
stretches from Kashimpur Nama 

Bazar to Dhandkhali village. Locals 
said cracks first appeared on 
Thursday, before a larger portion of 
the structure collapsed.

A visit to the area yesterday found 
that part of the riverbank had given 
way, leaving a visible gap along the 
newly built stretch.

Anisur Rahman, a resident of 
Kashimpur Barinda village, said the 
collapse had expanded over two days.

“Yesterday, the road collapsed by 
about 10 to 12 feet. Today, it collapsed 
by another four to five feet. In total, 
around 20 feet have been affected,” he 
said.

“People are panicked. There is 
fear that the road could further 
collapse into the river. Students 
of Kashimpur High School and 
Dhandakhali Government Primary 
School are also facing disruption,” 
he added.

According to the Gazipur City 
Corporation (GCC), the project was 
implemented on the west bank 
of the Turag through bituminous 
carpeting funded by GCC. 
Contractor UCCL was awarded the 

work order.
Under the project, 250 metres 

of water-bound macadam (WBM), 
60 millimetres of carpeting, 
approximately 1.8 metres of sidewalk, 
railings and guard walls were to be 
constructed in two packages.

GCC Superintendent Engineer 
and Project Director AKM Harunur 
Rashid attributed the collapse to 
natural causes.

“This happened due to a natural 
disaster. About 10 to 12 feet of the 
road on the riverbank has collapsed,” 
he told The Daily Star, adding that 
he had visited the site and informed 
the GCC chief executive officer.

He said a technical committee has 
been formed to determine the cause 
of the collapse and recommend 
necessary measures.

With election holidays over, Dhaka returned to its usual traffic chaos yesterday, with haphazard parking and long 
tailbacks on Tejgaon-Link Road. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON
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