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India-Pakistan

120 World Cup
match back on

Disinformation
swarms §0€1al
media

ICC d?ades not to Pro-Jamaat pages far ahead in
penalise Bangladesh count, engagement; BNP, AL trail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT ABIR AYON and NOURIN SULTANA

Weeks of uncertainty over Bangladesh’s
status after not appearing in the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup and the fate
of the India-Pakistan clash in the
tournament cleared up vyesterday,
with the International Cricket Council
assuring no sanctions for Bangladesh
and the Pakistan government declaring
its team will face India in the much-
awaited match.

In a statement released yesterday
night, detailing the outcomes of Sunday’s
tripartite dialogue in Lahore between
ICC, Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) and
the Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB), ICC
announced no penalty for Bangladesh
and also awarded the country hosting
rights to an ICC event between 2028 and
203l.

“It is agreed that no financial,
sporting or administrative penalty will

With the election just a day away, social media platform
Facebook has become a battleground for disinformation,
as fabricated quotes, doctored images and misleading
photocards circulate widely.

False statements attributed to political leaders are
seeking to provoke outrage, while unrelated images are
being used to create the illusion of foreign backing or
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geopolitical tension. At the same time, Al-generated
visuals are being deployed to frame political figures in
staged scenarios, including fabricated meetings and
conspiracy theories.

Experts have warned that these tactics may fuel
partisan hostility and shape public opinion ahead of the
election as many voters are exposed to fake news.

Dr Din M Sumon Rahman, head of Media Studies and
Journalism at the University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh,
said, “The main intention behind the disinformation
campaign is to manipulate voting choice. Disinformation

be imposed on the Bangladesh Cricket I ' o PHOO: SEIK NASIR Elﬁ?)f?e feeds the confirmation bias of a decided voter’s
Board in relation to the current matter.  Farmers were collecting traditional Tepi Boro paddy seedlings from seedbeds to plant in fields in Shanir Haor, Sunamganj’s The key target of disinformation are swing voters, he
Itis acknowledged that BCB retains the Tahirpur, yesterday. Once known as a “rice granary” of the country, farmers in the region are increasingly turning to hybrid added. “Voters who don’t know whom (o vote for or don’t

SEE PAGE 7 COL 1 varieties to save costs and achieve higher yields, causing many local varieties, including Tepi Boro, to gradually disappear. SEE PAGE 11 COL 2
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The Editors’ Council y TOUSIF KAIUM and MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN
has expressed concern  STAFF CORRESPONDENT . ) STAFF CORRESPONDENT
over recent  incidents As a single constituency, Brahmanbaria-3 (Sadar) 19.2% of 42,761 polling centres . T
of  intimidation  and  Former army chief General (retd) Igbal Karim Bhuiyan ~ has the highest number of vulnerable polling classified as highly risky The El(?C[lOl’;k Commlism;)n (EC)
hagassmegt of journalists  paq called for the immediate dismantling of DGFI  centres in the 13th parliamentary election, with . : . . Y?Sterfijd& walked - back from its
and - me ﬁa ‘1n§lt11tu‘t1.ons: and Rab, accusing the agencies of being involved in 121 centres classified as “highly risky”, according to 35.87% of highly risky centres in directive banning mobile phones
warrunggt rait sucthracttht]s extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances. police assessments. Dhaka division within 400 yards of polling centres
pg:ss affei dglrif an(eja thg “I'want Rab to be disbanded immediately, and if that The constituency has a total of 192 polling _ during the ISFI} national election and
gem ocratic process ahead is not possible, the military personnel [posted there] centres. 79 incidents of clashes left referendum schedulgi for F‘ebruary
f the national electi should be returned to the armed forces. I also want At the district level, Kishoreganj has the highest more than 300 people injured 12 after a barrage of criticisms.
ol the national elections. : ; ; e . . ; ; . , The development comes following
Referring to the army DGEFT to be disbanded because it has lost its legitimacy number of vulnerable centres, with 438 of its 887 since poIIs schedule unveiled . .
entering the office of a o exist after fostering a polling centres across six constituencies marked as demands ~ from journalists, the
- . . depraved culture like the highlv risky. . _ Reporters Forum for FElection and
registered  digital media P gnlyrisky. o Police to adopt zero-tolerance D Dhaka University Central
outlet on February 7, ‘Aynaghar’ [secret detention Within the divisions, Dhaka tops the list, with to disorder on olls da cmocracy, Dhaka University Centra
2,944 polling centres identified as highly risky. The p y Students” ~ Union,  Transparency

the council termed it a
“concerning example”.

It added that if any
irregularity in disseminating
news had occurred within
that institution, appropriate
legal procedures should
have followed rather than
arbitrary actions.

“The government, army
chief, and chiefs of public
organisations had been vocal
for the past 18 months about
their attempts to restore
the tarnished reputation of
law enforcement agencies.
However, such incidents
send a negative message
to voters and media
professionals ahead of the
election,” said the statement
issued yesterday.

The Editors’ Council also
cautioned thatirresponsible
reporting and the spread
of misinformation could
undermine the integrity of
election coverage. Calling for
accountability, the council
urged the government,
security agencies, and all
stakeholders to ensure the
safety of journalists and
uphold their responsibility
in safeguarding democracy.

centres|.”

Igbal made the remarks
while  testifying  belore
the International Crimes
Tribunal-1 for a second
consecutive day yesterday.

He is the first prosecution
witness in a crimes against
humanity case against Maj
Gen (relieved) Ziaul Ahsan,
who stands accused of
orchestrating the enforced disappearance and murder
of 104 people between 2010 and 2013 while serving in
Rab.

Igbal, who helmed the Bangladesh Army from June
2012 to June 2015, has also told the tribunal that
during his tenure, individuals from India’s foreign
intelligence agency RAW allegedly operated from
the DGFI (Directorate General of Forces Intelligence)
headquarters and supplied it with lists of people,
identifying them as militants.

“I came to know during my tenure that under the
patronage of Maj Gen Tarique Ahmed Siddique [then
prime minister’s defence adviser|, certain individuals
from India’s intelligence agency RAW regularly visited
the DGIT office. They were allowed to work in one of
the seven meeting rooms there,” Igbal told the tribunal.

“They would identify certain persons as militants
and submit lists of those names to DGFIL I'm unaware
whether DGFI took any effective action based on those
lists,” he added.

‘HOW MANY HAVE YOU KILLED?”
Explaining how he discovered that army officers

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2
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division has a total of 10,162 polling centres.

The assessments were carried out by the
Special Branch (SB) of the police based on factors
including political violence, the influence of
musclemen, long distances from police stations,
difficult terrain, the dominance of particular
political parties in certain areas, poor transport
links and inactive community policing.

Of the country’s 42,761 polling centres, 8,226
have been classified as highly risky ahead of the
clection, according to the list.

Among the other divisions, Chattogram has the
second-highest number of risky polling centres
(1,463), followed by Rangpur (1,010), Rajshahi (890),
Mymensingh (742), Sylhet (681), Khulna (606) and
Barishal (596).

Three police personnel will be deployed at
the highly risky centres, said Rezaul Karim,

Body cams to be worn by law
enforcers in sensitive centres

Mobile and strike teams would
be active

deputy inspector general (operations) of Police
Headquarters (PHQ). The police members would be
equipped with a firearm and body-worn camera.
In addition, 13 Ansar members will be deployed at
the centre.

Another report prepared by the SB says at least
79 incidents of clashes took place, in which more
than 300 people were injured since the declaration
of the election schedule.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

International Bangladesh and several
political parties, including Jamaat-
e-Islami, Islami Andolan Bangladesh
and the National Citizen Party.

“Confusion had arisen over the
directive,” said EC Senior Secretary
Akhtar Ahmed while speaking with
reporters at the EC headquarters in
Agargaon in Dhaka.

Voters, candidates and their agents
will be allowed to carry phones inside
the centres though photos cannot be
taken inside the secret voting booths.

The ECs intention was not
properly conveyed, which led to the
misunderstanding.

“We are correcting the circular so

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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system, where tallies can
still change.
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