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He made the remarks while 
presenting the keynote 
paper at a press conference 
at Jatiya National Press 
Club.

Referring to the BNP’s 
manifesto, Dilip said 
promises such as creating 
10 million jobs, raising 
the economy to one 
trillion dollars by 2035, 
gradually bringing 40 
million families under a 
family card system, and 
recruiting 1,00,000 health 
workers are extremely 
costly initiatives.

He said the scope of 
the proposed farmer card 
and the amount of subsidy 
promised under it are not 
clearly defined, making 
it difficult to determine 
how much public revenue 
would be required for the 
programme.

To increase the tax-
to-GDP ratio, the tax net 
would have to be expanded 
severalfold, he said, adding 
that the BNP’s plan to 
bring wealthy citizens 
under the tax net may face 
resistance from affluent 
groups.

Commenting on 
Jamaat’s pledges, he 
said ensuring good 
governance would be the 
foremost prerequisite for 
implementing them.

“Unless corruption 
can be reduced to a 
tolerable level, it remains 
questionable whether 
plans to simultaneously 
lower tax rates and 
increase public spending 
can be realised in practice,” 
he said.

However, Shujan said 
that if the tax base can be 
significantly expanded, 

meritocracy can be 
established in government 
recruitment, investment 
and procurement, and 
losses in state-owned 
sectors reduced, then 
implementation of the 
manifesto may be possible.

The keynote paper 
said high inflation, 
unemployment and 
income inequality have 
shaped the main socio-
economic context of 
the election, making 
economic security the 
most important issue for 
voters.

While all parties 
speak of development, 
their approaches differ, 
it said, noting that BNP 
advocates a market-based 
approach, NCP a citizen-
centric economy, CPB 
state control, and Jamaat a 
modern, just, high-growth 
economy.

Regarding the 
implementation of the 
July National Charter, 
Shujan said it has emerged 
as a symbol of transparent 
elections, an accountable 
state and the restoration of 
citizens’ rights. Although 
all five parties have taken 
a positive stance on 
the charter, differences 
are evident in their 
interpretations.

“BNP and NCP see it as 
the foundation of a post-
authoritarian transition, 
Islamic parties view it as 
an opportunity for moral 
governance, and CPB 
considers it a framework 
for state reform,” Dilip 
said. 

Shujan Secretary Badiul 
Alam Majumdar also 
spoke at the event.
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extortion. For a large 
section of voters, however, 
safety concerns have 
eclipsed campaign 
symbols and slogans.

A series of alarming 
incidents over the past 
50 days, with at least 
12 Hindu households 
reportedly set on fire late 
at night while dwellers 
were locked inside from 
outside, has spread fear 
across the upazila. Locals 
believe impoverished 
Hindu families are being 
deliberately targeted.

Of the upazila’s 
around 3.5 lakh voters, 
about 95,000 belong to 
the Hindu community, 
making them a significant 
voting bloc. 

Sunil Das, 59, a grocery 
shop owner, said, “Those 
responsible for the arson 
incidents have not been 
identified yet. We can’t 
sleep at night out of fear.”

Another local, Griha 
Bishwas, said, “We want 
to vote for someone who 
will see people as human 
beings, not through the 
lens of religion. If the 
situation remains calm, 
then we will go to vote.” 

Over the past 18 months, 
since August 5, 2024, at 
least 20 people have been 

killed, and more than 
a hundred incidents of 
gunfire have been reported 
in Raozan. As a result, 
doubts persist among 
voters about whether they 
will be able to cast their 
ballots safely.

“The people here 
want nothing more than 
security. We want an MP 
who does not maintain 
any armed group,” said 
Aminul Islam, a rickshaw 
puller.

Anwar Hossain, a 
farmer, voiced frustration 
over broader policy 
failures affecting 
livelihoods. “Although 
farmers received free 
fertiliser and seeds during 
the previous government, 
we never got the real 
benefits. Agriculture was 
never among the top 
priorities of this or any 
past government,” he said.

According to the 
Chattogram district 
administration, 37 of 
the 95 polling centres in 
Raozan upazila have been 
identified as vulnerable. 

Additional security 
measures have been 
deployed at these centres, 
said Sajedul Islam, officer-
in-charge of Raozan Police 
Station.

Legacy collides with new promises
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surrounding areas, and 
pollution and encroachment 
along the Buriganga river.

“We, the residents 
of Old Dhaka, have 
faced discrimination in 
many ways,” said local 
businessman Prabhat 
Kumar Sur. “Our gas and 
water problems are decades 
old. Roads are narrow, traffic 
congestion is constant, and 
the environment is polluted 
with dust and waste.”

He added that elected 
representatives could 
address these problems if 
they were sincere. “Before 
elections, candidates make 
many promises, but they 
are rarely seen afterwards. 
Let’s see if things change 
this time.”

According to locals, 
Ishraque has an extra 
edge due to his father’s 
legacy, with elderly voters 
expressing support for him 
as Khoka’s political heir. 

Meanwhile, Mannan has 
gained popularity among 
younger voters.

Mannan told The 
Daily Star that the public 
response to his campaign 
has exceeded expectations. 

“People are no longer 
accepting the negative 
propaganda against Jamaat. 
They will express this 
through their votes,” he said.

If elected, he said he 
would focus on preserving 
Old Dhaka’s heritage sites, 
such as Ahsan Manzil and 
Baldha Garden and develop 
them as tourism hubs. 

He also pledged to 
free the Buriganga 
from pollution and 
encroachment and take 
measures to stop extortion.

Criticising Ishraque’s 
“politics of legacy”, 
Mannan said, “The younger 
generation does not like 
politics based on family 
identity. People are looking 
for a better alternative.”

Meanwhile, Ishraque 
Hossain told The Daily 
Star that public sympathy 
for him stemmed from the 
“oppression and torture” 
he and his family have 
faced over the years.

While acknowledging 
the goodwill generated by 
his father’s popularity, he 
clarified, “Personally, I am 
against hereditary politics. 
I want to establish my own 
position through my own 

work and struggles.”
If elected, Ishraque said 

he would remove illegal road 
occupations, introduce 
bus route rationalisation 
to ease traffic congestion 
and promote administrative 
decentralisation. 

“I have plans to create 
vocational training and 
IT startup opportunities 
for the youth. For women, 
financial assistance will be 
provided through ‘Family 
Cards’ as per the party’s 
manifesto, and separate 
services will be arranged in 
public transport,” he said.

“You can give me a 
chance,” he said addressing 
voters. “I believe I will not 
disappoint you.”

Other candidates in 
the constituency include 
Ahmed Ali Sheikh (Gono 
Front), Md Fakhrul 
Islam (Gono Odhikar 
Parishad), Yunus Ali Akond 
(Bangladesh Congress), Md 
Akter Hossain (Bangladesh 
Muslim League), and Amir 
Uddin Ahmed Dalu (Jatiya 
Party).

Dhaka-6 has a total of 
2,92,283 voters, including 
1,52,519 men, 1,39,761 
women and three hijra 
voters.
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Badiul Alam’s 
23rd death 
anniversary
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
23rd death 
anniversary 
of freedom 
fighter and 
p ol i t i c i a n 
A d v o c a t e 
Badiul Alam.

Born in the Sikder family 
of Fatehnagar village 
under Chandanaish in 
Chattogram in 1926, Badiul 
completed his graduation 
from Calcutta University 
in 1946 and followed it up 
with an LLB degree from 
Dhaka University.

During the Liberation 
War, he was an Awami 
League regional president 
in Chattogram. Later, he 
took on the responsibility 
of the Socialist Party’s 
Chattogram South 
Division president. In 1972, 
he became vice-president 
of the Lawyer’s Association 
before becoming president 
of the association in 1981. 
He also briefly taught at the 
Bangabandhu Law Temple.

To commemorate his 
death anniversary, Advocate 
Badiul Alam Memorial 
Foundation will organise a 
dua mahfil in Chandanaish.


