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-- the Surma and the 
Kushiyara -- which he 
said are being choked by 
sediment, polluted with 
garbage, and encroached 
upon by grabbers.

“A large portion of the 
country’s food comes 
from Sunamganj’s haor 
areas. Yet these areas are 
neglected. Embankments 
collapse, and crops are 
destroyed. Those rats 
[corrupt officials] who 
swallow embankment 
funds will no longer get the 
chance,” he said.

Earlier in the morning, 
the Jamaat ameer 
addressed the day’s first 
rally at New Field in 
Habiganj.

At the rally, Shafiqur 
pledged to modernise 
tea gardens and improve 
the living standards of 
workers, saying that 
they live in inhumane 
conditions without 
adequate access to 
education and healthcare.

Addressing tea 
workers, he said, “You 
cannot look at the faces 
of these people without 
pain. Men and women 
do backbreaking work. 
Yet they lack education 
and healthcare. The state 
must take responsibility 
for them.”

“No child in tea estates 
would be deprived of 
education if Jamaat comes 
to power,” he added.

He also said Jamaat 
lawmakers would not 
accept tax-free vehicles 
or subsidised flats. “If 
necessary, we will ride 
rickshaws.”

“The income and 
expenditure statements 
of Jamaat’s elected 

representatives and their 
family members will be 
made public,” he added. 
“No one will be spared if 
they misuse public wealth.”

Referring to the 
Liberation War, he said 
people sacrificed their lives 
for a discrimination-free 
country, but inequality has 
persisted under dishonest 
politics.

He also stressed religious 
harmony, saying Muslims, 
Hindus, Buddhists and 
Christians have lived 
together in the country 
for generations and that 
Bangladesh must not be 
divided again.

Later in the afternoon, 
he addressed a rally in 
Moulvibazar’s Kulaura 
upazila, his birthplace.

At the rally, he said, 
“This vote reflects the 
aspirations of the fighters 
of 24 [July uprising]. People 
from Teknaf to Tetulia 
want change. There will be 
no corruption or extortion 
in the Bangladesh we 
envision.”

Shafiqur said the 
country should be 
entrusted to the youth, 
crediting them for creating 
political space during the 
July movement.

“Before August 5, we 
had no opportunity to 
hold meetings or express 
our views. It was the youth 
who created that space,” he 
said, recalling martyrs Abu 
Sayed and Sharif Osman 
Bin Hadi.

He said he had been 
requested to contest from 
Kulaura but could not due 
to party policy.

[Our correspondents from 
Sylhet and Moulvibazar 
contributed to the report.]
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49% candidates businesspeople
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Proportionally, business 
candidates make up 60 
percent of Gono Odhikar 
Parishad nominees, 46 
percent of Insaniyat 
Bangladesh, 44 percent 
of Khelafat Majlish, 43 
percent of Islami Andolon 
Bangladesh (IAB), and 30 
percent of Communist 
Party of Bangladesh (CPB) 
candidates.

Outside business, 
teachers form the next 
largest professional group, 
with 240 candidates, 
followed by lawyers (229) and 
salaried employees (133).

Thirteen homemakers 
are also contesting the 
election. 

The data show a high 
concentration of wealth 
among candidates.

Shujan reported that 
554 candidates have assets 
exceeding Tk 50 million, 
while 1,127 have declared 
assets worth more than Tk 

10 million.
The BNP leads with 276 

millionaire candidates, 
followed by Jamaat with 178.

Income figures showed 
that nearly half of all 
candidates are low earners.

A total of 832 candidates 
(41 percent) reported annual 
incomes below Tk 5,00,000.

Another 741 earn 
between Tk 5,00,000 and 
Tk 2.5 million, 132 between 
Tk 2.5 million and Tk 5 
million, and 71 between Tk 
5 million and Tk 10 million.

At the top end, 95 
candidates earn more than 
Tk 10 million annually. BNP 
candidates dominate this 
group with 51, followed by 25 
independents and five Jatiya 
Party nominees.

Compared with the 
previous election, the 
proportion of candidates 
earning over Tk 10 million 
and under Tk 5,00,000 has 
declined slightly -- from 8.77 
percent and 45 percent to 

4.59 percent and 41 percent, 
respectively.

Addressing the press 
conference, Shujan Secretary 
Badiul Alam Majumdar 
said analyses of winners 
from the last three national 
elections and several local 
government polls show 
a consistent trend: those 
who gain power experience 
sharp rises in income and 
assets, while those who lose 
or remain outside power see 
stagnation or decline.

“Political power functions 
like a magic wand,” he 
said, adding that politics 
has increasingly become a 
business.

Debt levels among 
candidates are also notable. 
Of the 2,026 candidates, 
519 have outstanding loans, 
with 75 owing more than Tk 
50 million.

The BNP has the highest 
number of indebted 
candidates -- 167 in total, 
44 of whom owe over Tk 50 
million.

IAB has 40 indebted 
candidates, three of whom 

owe over Tk 50 million; 
Jamaat has 54, including 
four above that threshold; 
and the NCP has seven.

Education levels among 
candidates have risen. 
This year, 70 percent 
hold undergraduate, 
postgraduate, or PhD 
degrees, up from just over 59 
percent in the 12th election.

Highly educated 
candidates account for 77.58 
percent of BNP nominees, 
89.43 percent of Jamaat, 
71.48 percent of IAB, and 
84.39 percent of the NCP.

Age-wise, most 
candidates fall between 50 
and 70 years (45 percent). 
Those aged 35–50 make 
up 34.4 percent, under-35s 
account for 8 percent, and 
candidates over 70 comprise 
7 percent.

Shujan noted that 
younger candidates are 
more common in the NCP, 
Insaniyat Biplob Bangladesh, 
and Gono Odhikar Parishad, 
while the BNP and Jamaat 
tend to nominate older 
candidates.Agro industries
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with the support of the 
people, whom he described 
as the true owners of the 
country.

“We seek your 
cooperation and support, 
and we ask for your votes 
for the sheaf of paddy.”

He added that public 
support is essential to 
implement the plans 
presented before the 
audience for the welfare of 
the country and its citizens.

Tarique also pledged the 
introduction of a family card 
and the waiver of agricultural 
loans of up to Tk 10,000 and 
said the government would 
repay small loans on behalf 
of borrowers if it comes to 
power.

He further assured 
the modernisation of 
Thakurgaon Sugar 
Mill and the reopening 
of Panchagarh Sugar 
Mill, alongside the 
establishment of a medical 

college and a public 
university in Thakurgaon.

Reiterating that the 
election is not merely 
about electing public 
representatives, he said it 
is an election to restore the 
rights lost by the people 
over the past decade and to 
rebuild the country.

The rally, presided over 
by Thakurgaon district 
BNP President Mirza Faisal 
Amin, was also addressed 
by BNP Secretary General 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir and BNP Rangpur 
divisional Organising 
Secretary Asadul Habib 
Dulu, among others.

Earlier, Tarique left 
Dhaka for Saidpur on a 
Biman Bangladesh Airlines 
flight at 10:05am and later 
travelled to Thakurgaon by 
helicopter.

Following the rally at 
Thakurgaon, he flew to 
Nilphamari to address 
another programme.

Pollution, traffic woes
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Candidates are holding 
street meetings, meeting 
voters and promising 
development.

Amir Hossain, a 
resident of Bhakurta 
union, told The Daily Star, 
“Processions are held on 
the streets; candidates are 
asking for votes. Previously, 
supporters would visit 
homes to seek votes on 
behalf of the candidates. 
This time, no one has come 
to our houses yet.”

He added that voters 
appear enthusiastic. “BNP, 
Jamaat and Islami Andolan 
-- everyone is campaigning 
in their own way. So far, 
I haven’t heard of any 
clashes or violence over the 
election.”

Three candidates are 
contesting the Dhaka-2 
seat: Aman Ullah Aman 
of BNP, Md Abdul Haq of 
Jamaat-e-Islami, and Md 
Johirul Islam of Islami 
Andolan Bangladesh.

Jamaat candidate Abdul 
Haq said public frustration 
with corruption, extortion, 
drug trade and abuse of 
power has created space for 
an alternative.

“People are fed up 
with the misdeeds of one 
party,” he said. “That’s 
why support for Jamaat-e-
Islami is growing.”

If elected, he pledged 
to focus on five priorities: 
stopping corruption and 
extortion, eliminating the 
drug trade, ending political 
harassment and false cases, 
fostering social harmony 
beyond political or religious 
divisions, and ensuring a 
modern education system.

Raising allegations 
of threats against BNP 
activists, he called upon 
voters to remain vigilant 
and vote against injustice.

Md Johirul Islam, 
contesting with the 
“Hatpakha” symbol of 
IAB, claimed he is getting 
an overwhelming public 
response during his 
campaigns.

“People want healthy, 
new politics instead of 
long-standing tainted 
politics,” he said.

He added that Islami 
Andolan’s message of 
equality and dignity has 
resonated strongly with 
women voters, and that the 
party has Shariah-based 
modern plans for youth 
employment and women’s 
development. 

He also alleged 
intimidation by BNP 
activists.

BNP candidate Aman 
Ullah Aman, a former 
student leader, has been 
elected four times from this 
constituency. 

He said development 
work carried out during his 
previous terms has created 
a strong wave for BNP 
and the “Sheaf of Paddy” 
symbol.

If elected again, he 
promised to turn Dhaka-2 
into a modern, planned 
city.

“I have five main promises 
-- making the area free from 
crime, extortion, and illegal 
occupation; improving 
connectivity with Dhaka; 
building a modern 
drainage system to prevent 
waterlogging; ensuring 
fast gas connections to 
areas that still lack them; 
and launching a modern 
water and sewerage system 
through Wasa,” Aman Ullah 
Aman told The Daily Star.

Responding to 
allegations from his rivals, 
Aman dismissed the claims.

“I have been contesting 
elections here since 1991. 
I have never threatened or 
criticised any opponent,” 
he said. “My campaign is 
being conducted in line 
with the code of conduct.”

 He urged voters to go to 
polling centres without fear 
on February 12 and vote for 
BNP to build a peaceful and 
planned Keraniganj.

Following boundary 
redrawing, the 
constituency now has 
4,19,215 voters -- 2,17,908 
men, 2,01,298 women, and 
nine hijra voters. In the 
previous election, the voter 
count stood at 5,58,954.

54 years on
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The Charmonai Pir said 
Islam would stand strong 
and proud in a country 
where children wake up 
to the sound of the azaan, 
adding that the present time 
was a great opportunity.

Speaking about alliances 
with Islamic parties, he said a 
group of people with vested 
interests and power-hungry 
people had started working 
under different blueprints 
to destroy their hopes and 
goals. Later, they announced 
that the state would not be 
run under Islamic rules but 
under the existing laws.

“If the country continues 
to be governed under the 
existing laws, what new gift 
can those who ruled for 
54 years offer us now?” he 
questioned.

“We are not alone. Allah 
is with us and the ulema are 
in front of us,” he further 
added.

After the programme, he 
left Patuakhali for Baufal, 
Dashmina, Galachipa, 
Rangabali and Kalapara 
to attend more campaign 
rallies.

Dust billows from a 
truck at Chuknagar 
intersection on the 
Khulna-Satkhira 
highway. The frequent 
passage of heavy 
vehicles strips greenery, 
harms respiratory 
health, and severely 
degrades air quality in 
the area. The photo was 
taken yesterday.
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